
C e y l o n A i r g r a p h s : 

S y n o p s i s 

Ho. 3t« 

A I R G R A P H 

T 

Airgraph Envelope Logo 

References Consulted: 

Ordered by amount used. 

Primary Source: Airgraph 
by E. H. Keeton and site: 
http://www.airgraph.com/ 

keeton_5.html 

Berman Postal History Site: 
Alan.berman on line. 

Airgraphs Alphabetilately: 
http://alphabetilately.com/ 
airgraph J^tml 

Airgraphs Malcolm Sanders: 
http ://w ww. kg6gb. org/ 
airgraphs.htm 

Airgraphs British Postal 
Museum: 
www.postalheritage.org.uk/ 
collections/news/) 

GPO Press Notice PN1751 
Airgraph Novel and Speedy 
Letter Service, 1941. 

Airmail Operations During 
World War II by Thomas H. 
Boyle, Jr: Airgraph and 
Ceylon reference pages 

British India Postal 
Stationery by Derek Lang 
pl53-156 

Post Dates by Kenneth 
Wood: July 31, 1945 Entry, 
British Airgraph Service 
Ended. 

Exhibit & Scope: 
This is a postal stationery exhibit of Ceylon Airgraphs used by forces in Ceylon during World War II. The exhibit 
studies Ceylon's single 20c rate Airgraph form, highlighting fine differences in this form found in use. Ceylon 
troops correspondence was processed in Bombay, India until late in the war, and Airgraphs from the Ceylon troops 
are found written on Ceylon and Indian Airgraph forms. Both are shown here. Examples of privately made artistic 
greetings on standard forms are iconic of symbols of the Airgraph are included, as are the limited forces Commercie 
Airgraphs. This exhibit draws out quotes from the actual Airgraphs shown, and includes a few photos and a number 
of Airgraph envelopes to expand the overall interest of the exhibit. 

The island of Ceylon was a key stronghold for Allied troops in keeping back Japanese forces, although very limited 
Airgraph communications remain to be collected. Airgraphs played an important role in wartime correspondence. 
Axis control of airspace made communications from the far eastern back to Europe especially delayed. Airmail was 
processed by sea vessels going around Africa, and costly airmail letters could take up to four months to arrive. 
Airgraphs service for Ceylon was established in March of 1942, a year after service implemented elsewhere in the 
British Commonwealth. For Ceylon, Airgraph service greatly improved communication reliability and speed. This 
exhibit provides specific quotes from servicemen comparing mail service. As the war drew down, regular Airmail 
services resumed and lower rates were established. Airgraph use was discontinued in July, 1945. 

What you will not find: 
Interesting Airgraph items such as: original Airgraph form artwork, a box used for shipping film from Ceylon, a 
photograph sent in Airgraph—each of these would be interesting to see, but are not known from Ceylon. While 
island bases were active in the war, the role and number of troops were limited. Because Ceylon's Airgraph service 
started relatively late, in March of 1942, even the early envelopes types are not seen on Ceylon Airgraphs. The 
many censor markings used on Airgraphs in Ceylon is a broad topic and beyond the scope this single frame. 
This exhibit is on Forces Airgraphs, the 50c rate civilian form and related 50c civilian use is not included. 

Original Research & Findings: 
Form Varieties: While the primary reference on Airgraphs, written by E.H. Keeton, suggests eight Airgraph form 
types found on forces mail from Ceylon, personal research shown here presents eleven form types. Through careful 
investigation of the form itself, its printing, the process used to print the full sheets of multiple forms and cut those 
down to the forms actually used, the identification of varieties work is done. This exhibit's research updates 
Keeton's findings, especially in the area of left margin text form differences. 

Envelopes: This exhibit shows all envelopes types used for Ceylon Airgraphs processed, describing logos and 
cancellations found. As Ceylon Airgraph services started in March of 1942, earlier variety envelopes were not used. 

Foreign Form Usages: With Ceylon's proximity to India and war time troop movements and challenges, Airgraph; 
from Ceylon forces are found on India Airgraph forms. Indian Airgraphs are found on over forty different form 
types. Interestingly, certain of these forms have been identified as made for use only by Ceylon forces. Of particular 
rarity, four Ceylon Airgraphs on these specific Indian Stationery Forms are presented here. In Keeton's text, these 
are marked as forms IN5A, IN8A, IN15A, and IN 27A identified as used in Ceylon and as "Not Seen", these form 
types used in Ceylon are each presented here, these are only known usages. 

Rarity: 
Limited troops were active on the island of Ceylon, and, as a distant and remote outpost, Airgraph service came latei 
for these servicemen. The final processing center for Airgraphs was opened in Colombo, Ceylon just as the war was 
ending. Fewer Airgraphs were sent and remain for collectors. This exhibit is comprised of original holdings from 
the Keeton collection used for illustration in his definitive text. The exhibit also includes as significant items from 
long collectors Berman, Cosentini, Stendel and other materials collected overtime. No rarity boxes around items are 
shown, instead just specific text describes the items. The original forms and Indian only known usages are of note. 

Format: 
Headings and form variations are bolded. Quotes from these Airgraph letters are shown in Arial italic gray. 
Original research is typed in maroon and underscored. The exhibit is ordered by Airgraph type and use following a 
general chronology as description best allows. 

Highlights Include: 
• Two Original Blank Forms 
• Eleven Form Varieties 
• An Offset Impression Variety 

• Four Unique Ceylon Airgraphs Sent on Indian Forms 
• Airgraph Stationery Holiday Greetings 
• An Airgraph Form Mailed Shortly After Use Ended 

http://www.airgraph.com/
http://alphabetilately.com/
http://www.postalheritage.org.uk/
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Airgraph From: Ceylon To: Glasgow, Scotland April 21, 1942 
Sent from Ceylon within a month of service beginning on the island. 

Phi latel ic P lan of Exhib i t 

1. Introduction to Ceylon Airgraphs 
2. Airgraph Mail Use & Process 
3. Ceylon Airgraph Form & Variations 
4. Ceylon Airgraph Printing Variations 
5. Ceylon Airgraphs on Indian Forms 
6. Commercial Airgraphs from Ceylon 
7. After Era Use and Conclusion 
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Exh ib i t & Scope 
This is a Postal Stationery exhibit of Airgraphs, 
microfilmed correspondence, sent from Ceylon based 
servicemen during World War II. Ceylon Airgraph 
service began March 27, 1942, and ended July 31, 
1945. Airgraphs were processed in Bombay, India until 
late in war when processing began on the island itself. 
This focuses on the specific Airgraph forms used by 
Ceylon based troops. 

Known variations found on the Ceylon Airgraph form, 
as well as new variations not identified in prior works 
are shown here. This includes the unusual Airgraphs 
from Ceylon written on Indian Airgraph forms. Near 
to the end of the war, Airgraph service was opened to a 
limited extent to commercial use, these examples are 
also provided. 

The appeal of these Airgraph letters lie in the veiled 
look into the life of British forces serving in Ceylon 
during WWII. The letters reveal the importance of 
mail during the hardship and loneliness of war. To add 
to viewer interest, the exhibit highlights text from the 
Airgraphs themselves. 

His tor ica l B a c k g r o u n d 
British Navy and Air Force troops were stationed in 
Ceylon during WWII because of the island's strategic 
importance in preventing Japanese advances. 
Restricted airspace and cargo space shortages caused 
Airmail service to take over four months in transit 
from Ceylon to England. Airgraphs cut that delivery 
t ime to weeks, not months, and cost less to send. 

Airgraphs were used by British forces from April 21, 
1941 to July 31, 1945. 

Ceylon 's service began 
later, on March 27, 1942. 
Airgraph mail used the 
same microfilming 
technology as V-Mail, 
developed by the Eastman 
Kodak Company and used 
for military mail in World 
War II. 

Ceylon, now Sri Lanka, 
located just below India. 


