THE EVOLUTION OF ‘via Siberia’ MAIL .. 1897-1945
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BACKGROUND

In an effort to connect Eastern & Western Russia, develop the vast
territory of Siberia, improve and shorten the fransmission time for
mail and commerce as well as eventually connect with China,
Russian Czar Alexander lll authorized the building of a
‘Trans-Siberian’ railway on 17 March 1891.

Construction started at both the European and Asiatic ends and
was completed in several phases over the period 1891-1916,
completing a track length of approx. 9,259 km (5,723 miles)

spanning seven fime zones!

A major benefit of the completed railway network was the
possibility of moving mail from China and the Far East to Europe
about twenty days faster than using standard sea routes and
improved mail movement to the West Coast of the United States,
northern Africa as well as Latin America.

During the period of 1903-1945, the ‘via Siberia’ mail route was
influenced by a historic events including wars, revolutions and
expansion of Pacific sea routes. Airmail saw the decline of long-
distance mail movement by train ‘via Siberia’, albeit such
continued to be of importance well into the 1940s.
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EXHIBIT PURPOSE
This postal history exhibit describes & shows the evolution of mail endorsed or
routed ‘via Siberia’ from the trial & early mail period, through
periods of war & revolution as well as the expansion of mail services
upon connection of the trans-Siberian railway network with the southern
Manchurian and eastern Chinese rail lines, thereby enabling
movement of Far East, German Pacific Colony and other mail
to/from Europe as well as North Africa & North America.

TEXT COLOR-CODING

BLACK: General historical, geographical &
postal rate/route/marking information.

BLUE: Chapter-Start-Page Heading &
important annotative information.

Blue-maited examples indicate
particularimportance & scarcity.

MAROON: Postal Rate Information

EXHIBIT OVERVIEW

. Map & Background,
Exhibit Overview

il. 1897-1903
Trial & Early Mail

. 1904-1905, 1906
Russo-Japanese War & Resumption of Mail Services

V. 1907-1913
Expansion of Mail Services

V. 1914-1918
World War | & Effects

Vi 1917-1920
Russian Revolution & Civil War Period

VIl. 1921-1922, 1923-1931
Resumption & Expansion of Mail Services

Vill. 1931-1939
Hostilities & War in Manchuria & China

1X. 1939-1945
World War |l & Effects

X. Epilogue




Il. TRIAL & EARLY MAIL First Trial Mail
1899-1903 1897

THE FIRST TRIAL MAIL USING THE RUSSIAN TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY
TOOK PLACE BETWEEN DECEMBER 1896 - FEBRUARY 1897,
where commercial mail endorsed “Via Siberia” was sent

through the German Post Office at Tientsin, China, o Germany,
eftectively taking three weeks longer than
for mail sent by the sea route.

Cert. Steuer, ex Zistl

27 JANUARY 1897

Commercial mail sent from Tientsin, China,
to Hamburg, Germany.

Route:
Rider mail over the heretofore caravan route Tientsin-Peking-
Kalgan-Urga-Kiachta (Kyakhta) to/and across frozen Lake Baikal
(tracks laid prior to intfroduction of an ice-breaking ferry in 1900).

40 Pfennig...
UPU International Double-Weight (30 grams)
Letter-Rate.






