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Victorian Postmarks 

Edwardian Postmarks 

fco ' 2 A U o ! 

George V Postmarks 

Map showing Ceylon, now Sri 
Lanka, located just below India. 

E x h i b i t & S c o p e 
A display exhibit of Slave Island, Ceylon and its postmarks showing the 
evolution of the town through its mail. 

B a c k g r o u n d 
The town of Slave Island is located just a mile outside of Colombo, the 
capital of the country now named Sri Lanka. Slave Island seems like an 
unlikely town name, particularly in this modern age. But that is the postmark 
used by a branch of the Colombo General Post Office for over 110 years. 

From a start in 1880 when rail reached Slave Island, the post office remained 
sufficiently vital to the overall postal scheme that the branch exists to the 
present day. The post office name of Slave Island remained until 1994, when 
a Sinhalese language name replaced it officially. In conversational use, the 
location name is still Slave Island, it is a neighborhood within the city of 
Colombo today. 

E x h i b i t P l a n 
A. Pre-Stamp Mail 
B. Victorian Slave Island 
C. Edward VII Slave Island 
D. George V Slave Island 
E. George VI Slave Island 
F. Elizabeth II & Independence 

Fl PI 
F l P7 
F 3 P 4 
F 4 P 2 
F 4 P 1 3 
F 5 P 9 

Elizabeth II Postmark 

H i g h l i g h t s 

George VI Postmarks 

• Earliest known Slave Island-directed cover: 1860 and predating the post office 

• Earliest and Latest recorded uses of Slave Island postmarks 

• Ending uses: postmark changed and Slave Island Registry label remaining 

W h y t h e N a m e ? 
"Slave Island" derives its name from when the Portuguese brought Kaffir tribesmen from east Africa to Ceylon in the 
1600s. Portuguese, and later Dutch, rule lasted for 300 years, during which slaves were plantation labor. 

After a rebellion, the slaves were herded onto Slave Island, which is located within the capital city of Colombo. To 
prevent escape, the waters were stocked with crocodiles, the slaves were moved by boat to work. 

The British abolished slavery in 1845, removed the crocodiles, and filled in portions of the lake. Slave Island was 
expanded for a military garrison and government buildings. Later business came in and tourist enjoyed the island. 

F o r m a t 

Rarity is indicated by the items in o r a n g e b o x e s . Cancels details are on the headings left, social history on the 

right. Earliest and latest recording of use are in g r e e n . Research is in g r e e n . T h e exhibit is ordered chronologically 

by monarchial reign, postmarks within the reign by type, and ordered by local, domestic and foreign and special use. 



4 . P r e - S t a m p M a i l C e y l o n S l a v e r y D u r i n g P r e - B r i t i s h R u l e 

The Portuguese brought more than 1,500 
East African "Kaffirs" to Ceylon as slaves 
around 1630. 

During Dutch rule, 1650s - 1796, Slave 
Island housed over 4,000 African slaves. 

The price of a slave? 
Often slaves were traded for just a few 
coins, horses cost more. 

Ceylon native coins: 
The Kahavanu "octopus man." of 1600s. 
Later replaced by the Dutch Stuiver im­
printed VCC. 

Alain Mallet's 1685 
Description de L 'Universe -> 
Drawn while serving under the King of 
Portugal. 

Portuguese " I s l e C e y l a n " located just 

below India. Shown on 1800s colorized map. 

The Dutch stocked the waters with 
"Monster Crocodiles" to keep the 
slaves on the island by night. 

Tucks Ceylon lithographed divided 
back post card. 



r e - S t a m p M a i l C o l o m b o C a n c e l f o r S l a v e I s l a n d 

Kornegalle, Ceylon 
Interior Ceylon. 
Colombo Post Free 
front September 14, 
1829. Any Slave Island 
mail sent via Colombo 
post to Government 
Agent. 

O r i g i n a l 1 8 1 4 

M a p o f C e y l o n ^ 

Colombo Crown Shield Post Free, Handstruck 1829 

•Jertyif fc?0*y?r>7t. 

ib/pA***^* y ^ . 

syr y z * ^ y y 

J y^yz^r 

^S^Jy^Wtfy?* s?i*y?rty& 

Cingalese Chief 
Candian Kingdom 

SLANO OF CEYIOH. 

British control of Ceylon began in 1796, early settlement served passing ships. By 1820s, plantations expanded into the 
fertile interior of "Candian Ceylon" shown on map. Slaves used on plantations island wide numbered 22,000 by 1817. 



A . P r e - S t a m p M a i l 

Ceylon became a British Crown Colony in 1815. British 
appointed James A. S. Mackenzie Governor of Ceylon. 
Mackenzie worked for years to abolish slavery in Ceylon. 

Governor Mackenzie abolished slavery in Ceylon, 
but not until 1845. 

Mackenzie signature from reverse. 

B r i t i s h A b o l i s h S l a v e r y 

"Hence, let the eye a circuit take 

Were gently sloping to the lake, 

A smiling, lively scene appears, 

A verdant isle, its bosom rears, 

Have once, to all but int'rest blind, 

The Colonists their slaves confin'd; 

But now the name alone remains, 

Gone are the scourges, racks and chains!' 

—Ajax Anderson, "Wanderings in Ceylon" 1819 

y ^ 
y? 

* * • * * . 
^ y 

Mackenzie Free Frank 
front, London. 
July 3, 1832. 

Slave Population 
Grows: 
• 1800 4,000 

• 1817 22,000 

• 1837 27,000 

View across 
waters to 
Slave Island 

distant View of Adam's Peak from Fott Colombo Koads.l 



A . P r e - S t a m p M a i l P r o c e s s i n g S l a v e I s l a n d M a i l 

Slave Island is located right within the city limits of capital city of Colombo, Ceylon. To build a military 
garrison, the British government filled in a portion of Lake Beira which surrounded Slave Island. Slave Island was 
no longer an island. Slave Island became an in city area of government offices, businesses and hotels. 

Reverse "S" Post Paid, Handstruck 1842 Cancel 

I B 4 2 

Government Agent mail: 

Governmental offices built on 
Slave Island land used the 
Colombo GPO post office. 

1842 to Government Agent in 
Kandy, Ceylon. Heart of the 
coffee growing, later tea 
plantation area. 

* / ' y y ^ ^z> 

Slave Island — 
No longer an island 

• Landfill of lake 
• Expanded roadways 
• Canals and bridges 
• Additional land created for government & recreational use 

Lake and surrounding area -> 
Colombo, at Slave Island 
RPPC local "Andree" post card. 



A . F r e - S t a m p M a i l F o r e i g n M a i l 

British in Ceylon resisted abolishing 
is Colombo mail before Slave Island 

slavery for decades. Slaves were living and working on plantations. Shown here 
Post 

' 1844 Coffee Plantation Correspondence 

Sent one year before -> 
slavery was abolished 

syy*t/u >*r$i- v • y&ys*. *y^4*yicy0ty 

Coffee was big business -
Below: Shipping plantation grown 
coffee from Ceylon to London. 
Rate: 6d Duty Revenue, embossed. 

i J h / 0 

Colombo to London July 24, 1844: 
1/1 Od with Colombo crowned oval. Rate l /5d British packet rate and 5d 
for French transit. Backstamped September 11, 1844 ,48 days transit. 
Letter contents: Finding cargo space to ship Ceylon plantation coffee. 
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B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d W h y K e e p t h e S l a v e I s l a n d N a m e ? 

Whether or not by design, the name Slave Island adhered to the former island slave quarters, it jus t stuck. Slave 
Island came to be just another of several well demarcated districts making up the capital, Colombo. 

Early postal needs of this growing community generally could be serviced by the Colombo General Post Office 
located in the Fort, the district next to Slave Island within the city of Colombo. 

1860: Ear l i es t pos ta l ind ica t ion of t o w n n a m e of Slave I s l and k n o w n 

Slave I s l and -> 
Cover sent 18 years 
prior to Slave Island 
having a post office. 

Ex Hackmey 

One pence local rate addressed to Slave Island, backstamped May 29, 1860. 

C a r v i n g a city f rom the jung le : 
Black & white relief line block print illustration of Colombo, Ceylon as seen in the 1860s. 

W m 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d D e l i v e r i n g M a i l t o S l a v e I s l a n d 

TAPAL RUNNERS. 

<- T a p p e l R u n n e r s : 
Mail del ivery—one mile by foot. 
Early Woodcut illustration. 

1864 Evidence of Mail Delivery by Foot 

" F r i d a y - - » 

T a p p e l " 

M a i l D e l i v e r y 

Carried by tappel one 
mile to addressee. 

S l a v e I s l a n d , 

Colombo -> 

--

One pence local rate to Slave Island addressee. Paid stamp Nuwara Eliya 
November 18, 1864. Backstamped received Colombo November 20, 1864. 

^gmmmmmmsm^mmm^mmmm^ i x J. I J . 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d D o m e s t i c M a i l 

1860s Commercial Correspondence to Slave Island 

//AUK. 

% 

' O J J L c ^ U e 

%* 

^ H H 

'cf**«V 

y 
ONE PENNY* 

1860s One pence local rate commercial cover to the Galle Face Hotel, at Slave 
Island. Early addressing indicates appropriate post office, Colombo. 

The Slave Island post office opened more than fifteen years later. 

Engineering Slave Island -> 

The British enlarged Slave 
Island, removed the crocodiles 
from the waters, and improved 
access with bridges and canals. 

Wellewatte Canal, Colombo. Easy water access to Slave Island. 
On "Skeen- Photo" lithographed card. 



V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d 

P r e S l a v e I s l a n d P o s t 

Clearing the Crocodiles: British Sport. 
Three part illustrations of crocodile shoot 
with slave child decoy 1888. Crocodiles 
stocked by the Portuguese & Dutch. 

Slave Island, 
Colombo -> 

T ; 
W. 

zStfSi 

• f 
K l 

y yfy t; f .£ ,_ ^ ^ ^ 

A<? 

("s—jgs A? ^AS 

" S T A M P E D " 
hand stamped 
by sender to 
discourage 
stamp removal 
by carrier. 

Rate: 4 cent 1877 domestic cover with street address and "Slave Island Colombo." 
From Badulla inverted "28" obliterator, red March 3, 1877 cds. Reverse Colombo 
March 5, 1877. Follows an 1872 currency change, four cents to one pence. 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d S p o r t i n C e y l o n a t S l a v e I s l a n d 

-••fa -:: a ^ t ^ c i v T - ^ \¥t 

I. The Saurian's Foot Prints : " By Buddha, he must be a Twenty-footer " 2. Haggling for the Hire of Bait Warranted to Attract 3. The Man-Eater's Quietus 
S P O R T IN CEYLON — S H O O T I N G A M A N - E A T I N G C R O C O D I L E 

Clearing the crocodiles at the waters surrounding Slave Island: from Sport in Ceylon, London The Graphic, 1888. 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 

C E Y L O N ( C E Y L A N ) 

P O S 

THE ADDRESS 

; T J | j § C A R D 0 * % X t] 

ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON T H I s" S I Prf \ 4 1 

I S A 

Revalued "3 Cents" 
Colombo to Slave Island 
September 17, 1889. 

Note: This post card 
suggests the small size of 
Slave Island, each has no 
street level address. 

immmmmmmsmmmmm\M*.MM i • n,jmmummeWammmmmmmmmsmmaBmasm 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d S l a v e I s l a n d P o s t O f f i c e O p e n s 

T y p e I : 
April 11, 1880 

to September 2, 1891 
20 m m 

Ear l i e s t R e c o r d e d 
Use on c a r d -> 

April 11, 1880 

_ ,... _ _ _ _ _ 

^£t*X&^>" 8c)(§c53320e) Oc>Zl2S$o2o3>{<3Zi(3QSZ} - a ^ g ^ Q ^ l f 

/ ^ % > O S T C A R D 

K D * 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. 

r o _ '-'-
,A'^, 

- S i y t s / , r y 'KA': y \ 

^Jeyzt^Av &<frt*s?>z^Aie*:Aj(? 

- A y & . 
<0LQ6ft6U6V)rTĉ §(5ro5LQrT5̂ rTLCl gyrj^i—'—ISS^ai 660iLg£56LJLQ 

In 1880, Slave Island full service post office opened. " S L A V E I S L A N D " 

as one word distinguish this first postmark. 

M ^ f f S & S ^ " St)(§q>io2Da octo2^G§aiSfesJ(§o5g? - c c ^ g j S ^ 

P O S T C A R D 

THE\ADDR"Esl ON/Y TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE^st 
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(oLQ^aJ'sorT.g'ggrogLorTgglrTLQ ^n^giLJUcgiSflg 660jj.gg;6L|i— 

LETTER TO 8E WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE 
i /f±y^^yb(A. z a 
/A/.''/Z6rU*SStD y.I./3 £ 
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^ X 
•SVCar. X,»: 

> ? } . • < & < &yt"ic~ 'y /^.fir?y/ 
/ r /> 

6 2 » . / 

Reverse 

2 cent to Slave Island, 
with Ratnapura sending, 
Colombo transit, and 
receiving Slavelsland 
cancels. 

Slave Island full service post office processing Colombo Commercial mail. 
The business community driving mail volume. 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d L o c a l M a i l 

During the 1880s the Slave Island mail stream was led by the local business community. Early local mail generally 
received same day service, and businesses benefited from this convenient and inexpensive means of communication. 

The "95" bar obliterator "killer" was used from 1884 until 1893 to cancel. The "95" was 
used in addition to the "SLAVEISLAND" paid datestamp, as an accountability indicator. 

P O S T C A R D 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THI 

:LQt&6Ur60—ct?§OT§l_n^5RLfl ^) [ J g U U S O ^ g 06O(J-gg.6l4_. 

T o 

-JJL- A O W K A 

miVOetJy&y, 

Revalued "TWO CENTS" 
Slave Island bar "95" 
obliterator strike 
September 17, 1889. 

0 

I A r 

(/ 

5 cent domestic envelope sent locally to Fort, Colombo with separately applied 
"95" killer cancel on the postage and datestamp July 30, 1888. Received same day. 



V i c t o r i a n S l a v e i s l a n d L o c a l M a i l 

The "95" bar obliterator "killer" cancel appear haphazardly applied, while the separately struck 
" S L A V E I S L A N D " is neatly applied and oriented correctly. 

The Reason: The " S L A V E I S L A N D " was an accountability strike, carrying the location and date 
stamp, the "95" killer w a s just obliterating the postage paid. 

Inverted Strike 

1 ' :yjg* 

5 * I t M l 

y 

5 cent domestic envelope sent locally to the Bank of Madras with an inverted "95" killer 
cancel and datestamp July 15, 1889. Received same day. 

Strike Sideways 

j|fcjf*%3£3~"S3(§cabana og)2a„i G§qj5fe5f(go5g? ••<^S3G^3^f| 
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4 

P O S T C A R D 

' W^S^ 

3BBSSE, ^ The price is 
ni.Jljree sents 
icluuitf? fte. Card. 

tH E$foBj}Egjg ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.' 'ft—Pj^Blffi*) 

gLosftojeorTtg-ggrogi-rTg^rTL- gy r r .guL jAago; Gst^Lggaj— 

"The Price is Three Cents including 
the Card" overprinted 2 lA cent 
domestic revalued postcard sent 
locally to Colombo, August 20, 1885. 
Received same day. 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d L o c a l M a i l 

Slave Island post office processed I n w a r d mail from local (within Colombo) residents and businesses, generally 
providing same day service. 

Slave I s l and to Slave I s land 

I n v e r t e d 5 cent -> 
revalued envelope 
May 27, 1888 to a 
Slave Island resident. 

' 

AVlsU^tyL 

ciL— 

<- Typical of local 
merchants in Ceylon 

2 Vi cent revalued postcard. May 4, 1885 
Colombo A killer cancel with Slave Island 
receiving cds. 

Colombo Commercial Company Ltd 
established in the 1876, remained in 
business over 100 years. 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 



I l l L o c a l C o l o m b o P r o c e s s i n g 

Slave Island mail w i t h o u t Slave Island post office processing or receiving markings, this mail was processed 
and delivered from Colombo GPO without passing through the Slave Island post office. 

UNION POSTALE LlhlVERSELLE 

C E Y L O N ( C E j t I A N ) 

P O S T j f j y | C A p 

THE ADDRE'SS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. \C> j £ 

A / / 1 fcf, y^/i<>trG-€^ty^ 

xiZ<cuy<^ < / ^ £ L ~ V ~ ~ * 

Revalued "THREE 
C E N T S " on 5 Cent. 

Colombo to Slave Island 
November 25, 1890. 

Inverted Overprint 

"FIVE C E N T S " on four 
cent for revaluation. 

Colombo to Slave Island 
December 2, 1889. 

With Slave Island population at less than 2,000 in the 1880s, this mail was sent without stree addressing. 

yy^ wmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 



D o m e s t i c M a i l 

Domestic mail is mail sent within the island of Ceylon, versus local mail set within the capital of Colombo. 
I n w a r d mail with "Slavelsland" datestamp used as a receiving mark. Early tracking of delivery t ime of this 
domestic mail shows next day service. 

C O L O M B O 

C O M M E R C I A L C o y . , L t d 

ESTATE SUPPLIES 

Packing Materials 

a n d a l l o t h e r 

E s t a t e R e q u i s i t e s 

Reeled" Tea Lead 

Agents for:— 

E a s t e r n R o l l i n g M i l l s , L t d . 

Ceylon Head Office & Mills: Slave Island, Colombo. 

A rate change 
September 1, 1885: 
• Post cards 2 Vi cents 
• Letters 5 cents 

2 '/2 cent revalued postcard. July 11, 1886 Inward to Slave Island 
Colombo Commercial Co. Order for Packing Supplies: Tea Chests. 

Colombo Library -> 
Located on Slave Island 

F I V E 

y&^**^ AZZxA^y 

*yyAj*>yr*y iy<zyA*^<A. 

5 cent revalued domestic envelope from Veyangoda with "99" killer August 6, 1887. 

Type I Slave Island Paid on reverse, next day delivery 

mwmmmmmmmmmmmmmmi W&m 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d D o m e s t i c M a i l 

P O S T C A 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN>»flfl»U&*;iDF. 

T o Hvi) J 

3 cent domestic with Type I 
cancel and faint "95" March 
10, 1887. Received next day. 

\cfjMns\ 5 cent domestic with Type I 
cancel, September 2, 1891. 

Sent to Hambantota, located in the tea district. Received September 4, 1891, two days. 

La tes t R e c o r d e d Use-> 
S e p t e m b e r 4 , 1 8 9 1 

E x t e n d s latest 
pub l i shed r e c o r d i n g 

5 cent domestic envelope sent locally to nearby F o r t , C o l o m b o with separately applied 
"95" killer cancel and datestamp September 4, 1891, received same day. 

wmm IUUUU 
K _ 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d D o m e s t i c M a i l 

" S L A V E I S L A N D " datestamp provided tracking for domestic mail. The island of Ceylon is approximately the size of 
the state of Indiana. By the 1890s, rail lines carried delivering within one to two days island wide. 

P O S T C A ^ 4 

$£j«HI.S''SIDE 

6 L Q ^ d l j ^ r T i 5 - 5 ( T D § m n - 5 g r T U i , @ ) r 5 g u u s < 3 g 5 ©6C1_LO§Q_(IL 

T o 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRIT 
3 cent domestic postcard. July 2, 
1891 with two day delivery to distant 
Puttlam. 

Notice of dispatch of a customer 
order for patterns. 

5 cent domestic mourning cover received 
next day in Kandy, December 15, 1889 -> 

Kandy is the historic capital from Sinhalese 
early native rule. 

U y y 

' t t c y x X f i U l c ^ < ^ ( O ^ A o 

a ~ y f K z A r c y ^ c £ c & ^ o 

<- Typical of roadways 
used by mail coach for 
mail delivery in Ceylon. 

W.A. Plate lithograph card 
UPU undivided back. 

I - - - - ~ H 



L V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s F o r e i g n M a i l 

During the 1880s the Slave Island area grew with local business activity serving the capital of Co lombo ' s local 
needs. This Slave I s l and mai l census of the cancels on early mail identifies the changing mail stream patterns 
from this post office over time. Local mail, serving the Colombo area, is distinguished from domestic mail as 
the service level for local is same day. Domestic mail received next day to two day service. 

Mai l Census T y p e I Cance l s 

• Local 
• Domestic 
* Foreign 
• Inward 

10c foreign to Egyp t , -> 
redirected, November 14, 
1887. Slave Island to Cairo 
in 14 days. 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 
C E Y L O N ( C E Y L A N ) 

* ( W * I T H A D 0 R E S S ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. 

P O S T C A R D 

U S L ^ 

& ^ V / i J % * 

R . C o d d i h g t o n ^ C o ' s 

C E Y L O N 

R O A S T E D C O F F E E . 

P a c k e d i n O n e P o u n d P 

One R u p e e 
Twe lve 
Cents 

<- "95" obliterator on over­
printed 1 Rs 12c high value 
used on foreign mailings. 

A/ Colorized post card view Colombo harbor, 
view from Slave Island. 

A B e a u t i f u l P i c t u r e C 

P O U N D P A C 

1 s Typical advertising card 
of early Ceylon foreign 
commercial mail. 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d L o c a l C o m m e r c i a l M a i l 

The Type II postmark has a s epa ra t i on of S L A V E a n d I S L A N D into two w o r d s . Curiously the Type I 
postmark was used with S L A V E I S L A N D as one word for 11 years without correction. 

T y p e I I : 
September 15, 1891 

to June 9, 1893 
20 m m 

Ear l ies t 
R e c o r d e d Use -> 
S e p t e m b e r 15 ,1891 

P r e d a t e s ea r l i e r 

5c definitive envelope sent locally to Fort, Colombo with an inverted "95" killer cancel and 
datestamp September 15, 1891, received same day. Colombo receiving SP 15 91 on reverse. 

5 cent 1895 issued domestic -> 
envelope with Type III as cancel. 
Sent June 9, 1897 to the Bank of 
Madras in the F o r t , Co lombo . 

At**-) 

£AAu^~-A~~o 

4r Fort, Colombo Ceylon 
Colombo Apothecaries 
lithograph card UPU split back. 



i i a n x ' D o m e s t i c M a i l 

The killer n u m e r a l ob l i t e ra to r s (95) w e r e p h a s e d ou t in the mid 1890s island wide. This reduced the labor of a two 
strike to cancel and datestamp mail. 

TT» t-V 

P O S T C A R D 

THE ADDRESS. ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE 

€LD&aJ60rTc5-g6T32gLflrT^ '̂rTLfl (jjjjnj 

T o 

Slave Island cancels -> 
front and reverse without the 
"95" strike May 4, 1893. 

Five cent envelope with -> 
" 9 5 " ob l i t e ra to r . June 2, 
1892, one y e a r ear l ier . 

<r Revalued " T W O 
C E N T S " card, May 3, 
1893 cancel and transits 
without a "95" strike. 

:4_ <7K. fcl rAM _ 

Ay^vrC. dZr^^rAztj 
- A tA^L+s^ %A& <A*^ 

J f > " y , - 7 £ £**S£l - Z n ^ t - y ?*m 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d D o m e s t i c M a i l 

The local and increasingly island wide mail stream during the use of the Type II cancels indicates Slave Island's reach 
beyond Colombo proper. Domestic mail is here 35% of the mail. 

Ma i l C e n s u s T y p e I & I I Cance l s 

• Local 
• Domestic 
• Foreign 
• Inward 

5 cent front definitive envelope -> 
Type II cancel May 10, 1893. 

P O S T C A R D 

• '• 

THE ADDRESS, ONLY TO BE WRITTE 

GLQ&6u°6OrTc0-grm(gLQrT̂ <grTLQ @r|<gi 

1< 

*yZyy<^<A 

< A > t y y ^ 

4r Slave Island Type II cancels 
and transits May 26, 1893 on 
two cent revalued card. 

In 1886 correspondence 
between Ceylon and India 
served by British India 
Steamer rated as domestic. 

3 cent domestic postcard -> 
with Type II cancel August 
13, 1892. Domest ic r a t e 
ex tended to Ind i a . Five day 
delivery. 

O S T C A R \)A 

TI& ADDRESS) ONLY TO BE WRITTEN 0l\THls9SDE. I 

' l & r * <2gr 

0^-yy\yj~€^y'.. 

fa ouyk. 

mm mmmmmm wmm 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d D o m e s t i c M a i l 

C A K D 

To 
ft " • C 

-\ 

5 cent domestic lettercard of 1894 with Type III on December 2, 1895. 
Receiving mark on reverse in Matawala next day. 

'I _ WRAPPER EQR POINTED MATTER. 
led Matter includes a its in writing- or 

print not in the nature of a personal communication, and 
must be posted open at both ends so as to admit of the 
removal and inspection of the contents without breaking 
the seal or fastening, and without injury to the wrapper. 

J / . B u ^ k A e y y £ f - : W 

Siyfrilyu) VLIAII 

ytyj 4yV^A^ 

2 cent 1895 domestic wrapper with two Type III cancels February 18, 1897. 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n M a i l t o I n d i a 

Mail to India moved at the Ceylon domestic rate. M o r e mai l w a s be ing sen t to a n d f rom I n d i a a n d Ceylon because 
of expanded travel, trade and Indian migrant laborers working on tea plantations, and merchants selling in Ceylon. 

\££x%Zp3iJ~ SD(§cc»iQape) oe)202aj <3oo&$<52ji<Sv>g ^ ^ ^ H 

THE ADDRESS ONLf TO B^ WRl|j[OX)N THIS SIDE ffKlOC 

yteygo y/i 

y p . $ ? 

iLQeOQjairT^gSDDgmrT^^rTLQ <Jy n^LJLJtfSS S61JLa 

2 cent domestic postcard rate extended to mail to Delhi, India. Slave cancel 
and transit Type III on July 10, 1896. 

In \. *J_f 
_v ^t_^k JOt 
*y<& 

i _»Hi'm \v 

Postal cancel used also on 
Ceylon Telegraph stamps. 

Telegraph stamps bisected in 
use. Rate: 20 cents per word. 

P rov ides ear ly evidence of 
T e l e g r a p h ope ra t i ons a t the 
Slave I s l and post office. 

/A<ycCty^ fA^ex.^L 

5 cent 1894 issued domestic letter card with Type III as cancel. Sent January 7, 
1899 to Bombay. 

• 



V i c t o r i a S l a v e I s l a n d D o m e s t i c C o m m e r c i a l M a i l 

<- Traveller's Mart, 
Slave Island on German 
Uduman ' s split back 
postcard. Printed in Saxony. 

U i D 

2 cent July 22, 1898 -^ 
card to Kurengala. 
Ceylon Ice & Cold 
Storage, Slave Island. 

Reverse 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE 

€ia&oJfiOn©'g<so§LarTg0JrTLQ 

S SIDE 

V>\, 

^C^AA^. 

2 cent October 8, 1897 ^ 
To Kandy, Redirected 
Ceylon Ice & Cold Storage 
Meat delivery, sent on 
night mail train. 

P O S T C A R D 

THE ADbRESa'jStlJlLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS S« 

=54^§>5rTLfl ^ ) l 3 § U U < ^ b ^ ^ 0J>^Lg56L|̂ > 

^CX^r-P,**-^%<^&~VO-A.. 



Type III January 11, 1898 -> 
Official mail, O H M S card and 
also handstamped FREE. 

Most O H M S cards cancelled by 
Colombo GPO, not Slave Island. 

On Reverse: 

"You are requested to return 
your Ceylon Volunteer 
uniform without delay." 

This regards Ceylon Planters 
Rifle Corp, a volunteer unit. 

2 cent February 7, 1899 -» 
Domestic to Gammadua. 

1899 Y M C A "Meeting... at 
the Slave Island Rooms" 

O f f i c i a l & C o m m e r c i a l M a i l 

l535E5E5a5g5S5g5a5a5E53SH5g5g5B5a5a5H5a5a5H5E5a5E5a5a5g5aSg5E5£SH5a5H5aSa5g5a5HSH5aSH5H5F 

P O S T C A R D , 

(CEYLON.) 

TO BE USEB FOR Of 
THE >8DRE$8 TOKLY TO B<W*fcVrEN 0N THI8 8IDE-

T o 

yAL A ^ A ^ S ^ 

THE OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND DESIGNATION OF THE SENDER TO BE WRITTEN ON THE REVERSE 
lFfl5a5a5a5H5a5E5a5a5a5a5gSa5E5EBE5E5g5a5BSi5BSa5?̂gq?«̂ ':ia5B5a5B5i5g5a5ES5B5a555BSE?gs; 

Colombo Young {lien's Cfirisiian Association. 

A SPECIAL MEETING of this Association will be held on 
Friday, February 17th, 1899, 6 p.m., at the Slave Island Booms, 
to consider for final action certain amendments to the Consti­
tution which have been approved by the Board of Directors, 
and were proposed in writing at the regular meeting of the 
Association held on February 3rd. A printed slip containing 
the proposed amendments can be had on application to the 
Librarian. 

An Auditor for the current year will also be elected. 

Your presence is desired. 

LOUIS HIEB, 
Secretary. 

P O S T C A 

THE ADDRISS ONLY TO BE W R i m ON tAlS Sll / 

CI. CLAyv-u' -<y/ 
\ 

7, ^yO-zyiTL yAic^ <2^t*-r 

C (s^^yrA^ 

<- 2 cent January 9, 1898 

Cancel date slug reversed: 
"9 Ja." 

Evidence of multiple cancelling 
devices. 



o 
o 
CM UC 

UJ —' 

• 

B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d D o m e s t i c M a i l 

R E M O V A L T O N E W P R E M I S E S 

G R E A T C L E A R A N C E S A L E 

B E F 8 R E ^ E M O T ^ L c 

We have secured the large premises in York st. 

lately occupied by the Ceylon Examiner Press 

and will move in. directly alterations and repairs 

are completed,. 

F T O r j t i l i n g i i a i i * t IM» s o l d l » e f o r e ^ M o v i n g * 

W B E N N , E E N 1 T E T T & Co., S l a v e I s l a n d C o l o m b o 

<- Retailer Business Growth 

Reverse Slave Island Type III 

on two cent postcard. 

1 S T C A R D 

2 cent June 18, 1897 

Co lombo Ice Company -> 

Stationery in s tandard color: 

ye l low olive. 

Slave Island business of 

dairy, grocery, ice delivery. 

Reverse: Fish delivery. 

2 cent pos tmark as cancel 

and transit July 15, 1896. 

Large format Co lombo C 

t imes tamp transit, cancel. 

Stationery color variety: 
brown olive. 

ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE 

\. lM Ot-u'wi,o 7d0* 

THE 

CLQoWfsDrr.^ 

P O S T C A R 
U i 
\ e 

TO BE WRITTEN ON 

fy* A ) - S . J a * / ^ < ^ y 

dAckjtxy txjy <3L^Ae* 

43L 

Commerc ia l business correspondence at the turn of the century on Slave Island. The two cent postcard rate al lowed 

provided local same day service and was the key business communica t ion tool. 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d L o c a l C o m m e r c i a l M a i l 

The Type III cancel differs from Type II, the "Paid" has been removed. 

T y p e III: 
May 11, 1893 

to April 13, 1903 
20 m m 

?<Ay 

5 cent domestic envelope of 1887 cancelled with Type III on August 12, 1895. 

To Charles Mackwood & Co. one of the largest plantation owners & financers on 

the island. 

\££*%*X2u~ Ss>(§ca33apc) oaapssf G§o£feai(g&6g? ••<^^g^?jj^t| 

P O S T C A R D 
CEYLON, 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE 

yy^/A^A 

y \ ^ > ™ / sj^cc f^cu 

)L0 60QJ60rT»g-gCgDgLQrTggrTLO ^).r^gUuAiSgg-660^Lgg6L|LQ 

Two cent card sent September 18, 1895 with Type III cancel. 

Request for a magazine subscription. 

^ M | J J U U - U U U J M H P P P P P 



3» V I C l i i i l t l l l k 5 I < « V v H S I M I I U L o c a l C o l o m b o P r o c e s s i n g 

Cards featuring Slave Island Type III 
cancels with Colombo G P O double ring 
cancel as transit marking. 

Cancels show how the mail processed: 
Mail for Colombo area post offices 
processed through the G P O hub rather 
than office to office direct. 

2c postcard Slave Island Type III -> 
October 28, 1900 cancel and 

Addressed to Pettah, Colombo, which 

is the local market. 

P O S T C A R D 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE 

S3(§&SS:2DS o3202sf ©§C*.SfeSf(^&5g} 
GLa606U60n,g-g<roguDrT§(grTLa gyrjfjui—'<s&cE&§§ Q^^^sa^ 

A ^ e M a * { 

<- Pettah, Colombo Street Scene 

Colombo Apothecaries from 
colorized photo, UPU split back. 

"2 cent" January 23, 1902 

Marked "Local" in upper left, 
addressed to "The Tent" 

A R D 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SI 
Sfc)(§<«o2o© oaaozsf ©§OL«feSJ(§«£} 

; - -• 
.' -• -. v.. 

f f /{iy^^yy^A rr^ut&t*^ 

V/ic /z£r 

y y y ^ , 

Y r 

- £ A r 

wmmsgmmmmq w ^ m 



B , V i c t o r i a n S l a D o m e s t i c B o e r W a r C a m p M a i l 

In Ceylon, Boer War prisoners were housed a number of camps from 1901 to 1904, the largest camp at Diyatalawa, 
located in central Ceylon. 

yy^<ey jh/eiy)£<?iw#?t*,<4£, 

Sf- *2rf (toy **-* ' 
< ~\$~\'1*^A£S 

<ZTXSTA 

-me? 

v>4 -z) <2A>e5-2>-r, o L j e/°y «oa <z> & 

On Reverse 

Censored Ceylon Boer War Camp from Slave Island 

P O S 

THE ADDRESS, OKLY.'TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE 

Sa^cwoao© o©2o2af ©§a.af<35i(§;o5S 

IrtuytAaAAtysct. 

2 cent domestic card with Type III cancel. Passed censor at camp. 
Written in Sinhalese, addressed to "James Appu " c/o "Charles Appuhany. 
Ceylonese words for son and father, where father can also be supervisor. 

Camp and Town, Diyatalawa, Ceylon 

1 

S g y S H H jfc^? 

jm-^-m.^ Sy*Sti TiffflT'- • -

The camp at Diyatalawa housed Boer War POWs. Diyatalawa camp opened after the 
P O W camp established in St. Helena filled. Shown on left perforated divided back card 
from booklet by John & Company, printed in Germany. 

^^g^gmmmm^mmtmms^mmmmi^Bemmmm^^pmmem 



n S l a v e I s l a F o r e i g n M a i l 

By the late 1890s more foreign mail is found going from Slave Island abroad. In addition to government and 
business offices, more shops and recreation were available in Slave Island. Ceylon 's tea industry brought investment 
dollars and improved ports for passing ships made the island more assessable. 

Slave Island cancel on 
Nevis stamp. Receiving 
mark or cancel from 
Ship mail cancel at port. 

^ 1 5 cent foreign Type III 
May 14, 1895 to England. 

3 cent foreign rate wrapper 
to England March 23, 1 8 9 7 . ^ 

/ * * * . 

y • y y 
s ^ ->- ypy •? y ' 

A A 

A? A^ 

A>"~ ^^r^> <&<>& yy* 

<2 y 

t* -4^<r^#:>c-T^C 
y . 

• - <y 4F--a y&-

XAt h^> 
y 

y) 

15 cent foreign rate with Type III post­
mark July 4, 1895 to Leeds, England. 

Received July 22, 1895, 18 days delivery. 



B . V i c t o r i a n S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n M a i l 

While the Edwardian era began after the death of Queen Victorian in 1901, in Ceylon, Edwardian era stamps, postal 
stationery did not change over to the new format until existing stocks were depleted. Slave Is land 's Type III cancel, 
too, remained in use long after British and even Colombo, Ceylon 's cancels were updated. 

Mai l Census T y p e I I I Cance l 

• Local 

• Domestic 

• Foreign 

UNIO"N POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 

C E Y L O N ( C E Y L A N ) 

P i ) S T C A R D 

DDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. 

CEYLON POSTAGE 

--i 
im -L. 

6 cent foreign 1901 postcard rate to France. Slave cancel Type III on February 18, 1901 

La te s t R e c o r d e d 

U s e - » 

E x t e n d s K n o w n 
Usage by T h r e e 
M o n t h s 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 

C L Y L O N (CEYLAN) 

P O S T C A R D 

: ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE 

Slave Island Type III Victorian era cancel on Edwardian card, July 7, 1903 on 3c UPU 
undivided back postcard. Tourist postcard to L o n d o n . Red i rec ted to Essex. 



• 

5 

C . E d w a r d i a n S l a v e I s l a n d L o c a l C o m m e r c i a l M a i l 

Commonweal th double circle cancels with the Maltese Cross came into use in Ceylon in late 1902, as the 
Edwardian Era began. 

T y p e I : 
November 2, 1902 

to April 4, 1910 

T h e C o l o m b o / E r a f e d & M i n e r a l W a t e r M a n u f a c t o r y . 

(von Possner's) 

2 cent Type I local delivery to Colombo Cinnamon Gardens February 6, 1905. 

Seldom seen commercial covers reveal commercial businesses on Slave Island after the turn of the century. 
Sender "von Possner ' s" was Arthur von Possner who developed Colombo Aerated & Mineral Water Manufactory 
on a freehold site adjoining the expanded Colombo Ice Company on Slave Island. 

E a r l y Usage : December 10, 1902. Cancelled within a month of new 
cancel 's use. Rate for is 6x weight foreign & registration fee, cancel 
on Victorian era stamps. 



C . E d w a r d i a n S l a v e I s l a n d L o c a l 

The size of Slave Island was expanded by landfill of Beira Lake. This provided space for a garrison for Ceylon 
Military Reserve use. These cards provide evidence of military drill operations of the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps, active in 
peace and in wartime. 

"If the C.M.R. are not 
using the range, I 
would greatly 
appreciate if the 
C.P.R.C. could have 

use of it." r 

— Captain C.P.R <-

TO BE MD FOR OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE ONLY. 
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO "BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. 

T c W * > AAt AtA AA^yr AJ> A&- J^m 

yyh*^ <#<iA*ys>- / & y A A & 

A*-A*~~Z^**A£-P 

THE OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND DESIGNATION OF THE 8ENDER TO BE WRITTEN ON THE REVERSE. 

l5a5B5a5B5BSasasa5B5ESa5a5E5H5g5E5gSE£a5E5EBB5a5g5aE5HS5BSB5E5a5̂5B5EEB5B5a5E5E5g53a 

Free Mail O H M S with Type I cancel, April 8, 1907, official card. 

' C COMPANY, CRYTvON TylGHT INFANTR\ 

COL,OMI o, 28/A January, 11 2. 

The Half-Yearly Mobilization will take pi. 
on Ftiday, the 31^/ instant. r 

Fall in at Racquet Court at 5-30 a. m. sk, 

Dress.—Field day order 1 > ' tiets and putt 

This being a conipulsi 
that every Volunteer will 
sent. 

-, it is he 
to be 

In order that Volunteers should be tr? 
in the use of the new L,ee-Enfieid Rifles, aii 
drills will be held every morning and eve 
(Saturdays excepted) at 6-30 a. m. and 5-15 p. 
commencing Monday, 3rd February next. 

Dress —Plain clothes. 

By Order, 
A. M. de Moor, 

Lee. Segt,, C. Company. 

No. 2 Secti yn 

*>C> » Company, Ceylon Light Infantry' 
Half-Yearly Mobilization 

Free Mail O H M S January 29, 
1902 addressed to Slave I s l and 
volunteer. 

Card marked " N o t K n o w n " 
Front shown at 70%. 

__^_ : ': • • •• ' •'-•• • • ••••'•':. •• 

P O S T C A R D . 

TO BE USED FOR OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE ONLY. 
-MC AODSESS OM.* TO tit "HITTES QS rHK S'OI. 

To A o d 

TM[ OFFICIAL *B* 
i--• .• ._:.-- — 

^JAf-
BA.+< 



C . E d w a r d i a n S l a v e I s l a n d L o c a l M a i l 

Telegraph service evidenced by Slave Island cancels, same as applied to postal items. Rate 20 cents per word. 
Telegraph stamp use abolished in Ceylon by August 1, 1910. 

May 18, 1909 

December 2, 1906 tied with 
telegraph form remains on back. 

Telegraph stamps typically bisected in use. 
Less frequently found cancelled in full. May 15, 1909 

CLQ 

P O S T C A R D 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE Vj 

/ I t>. M & A , V / W A I M ^ A 

2 cent local type I cancel February 21, 1905, commercial order same day 
delivery to Colombo. 



C . E d w a r d i a n S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n M a i l 

• 

s 

~y.« 

o ' 

• 

"Jugglers & Snake 

Charmers'9 

6 cent Type I cancel to 
E n g l a n d , February 10, 1907 
on Plate UPU card. 

ke Charmers, Ceyion. 

Contrasting 25 m m -> 
Slave Island cancel 
with adjacent 30 mm 
Colombo. 

"6c" in numerals to 
G e r m a n y May 9, 1910. 

r 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSE 

C E Y L O N ( C E Y L A 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN O 

IliklQAAyo J\AA/^ALAZsiAuyyfo 

0Ar>vr>vy 1/k^AUsV ^ £ ^ 0 ^ , 

cJSWl^^Uyiy^J 

UNION POSTALE V-RSELLE 

•CKYLON l C K Y L A N ) 

P O S T C A R D 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE 
H e r r e n 

P e t r i & B u i s s o n 

S t u t t g a r t . 

" Six Cent" foreign to 
G e r m a n y . May 26, 1906 
on Plate UPU card. 

m 



E d w a r d i a n S l a v e I s l a n d 

P O S T C A R D . 
THE ADDRESS *TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. 

Z ^ . y 4 * d h ^ - * * * * * 

F o r e i g n t o I n d i a 

<- O v e r f r a n k e d 6 cen t paying 
foreign post card rate. Mail to 
India allowed domestic 2 cent 
rate extended for I n d i a only. 

Card sent by a tourist, with 
Type I cancel July 29, 1907. 

i * R £ f 
h 11&1 

1 s Colorized RPPC undivided back by 
Spencer & Company, India. Slave Island 
receiving marked on reverse next day. 

5 cent letter rate with 
Type I October 26, 1 9 0 6 - > 
Mission mail. 

?yy 
O-TAyiyLA /lyLyC^^iyy 

OAyoAL-^A^, 

^A^<y^-yt^co<yL} /Mycy^C^yi^, _ 

"Tea Estate Plucking" 
Colombo Apothecaries 
colorized UPU split 
back card. 

Type I Colombo, February 06, 1910 on colorized post card. 

Showing Indian Tamil laborers come who come to Ceylon to pick tea. 



, . E d w a r d i a n S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n M a i l 

6 cent foreign via Hong Kong to 
Tokyo, Japan. Type I cancel 
March 6, 1909, arrival Tokyo 
April 2, 1909. 

Limited mail found Ceylon to 
Japan. 

$TXmiversal Postal Union — Union Postale Universelle 

C e y l o n ( C e y l a n 

> b s t C a r d — C a r 

Thi; BKlareO. oitfv to ;bV 

/ f r y * ' ' 

•Ks. 

f i f t h 
v±*A% 1 $ i 

% W % m % H 

SjrCUQjU/\~ 

& 

n m 

Reverse: 

"Street Scene Slave Island" 

ImS SP«CE MQY BE USED 
FOR COMMUNICATION 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 
CEYLON (CEYLAN) 

P O S T C A R D 
THE 

/ 7jut-4X4A*-*sLy? €<? 

2 ^ ~ ~ i 2 / 4 T ' A . s S ' / A u u ' j g : 

/ " 

{ ^ y**c*^ ' *J?' <*f. 

6 cent foreign to France, May 26, 1906 on Plate & Co. UPU split back card. 



E d w a r d i a n S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n t o U n i t e d S t a t e s 

15 cent foreign letter to 
New Y o r k with Type I 
cancel April 27, 1 9 0 8 . ^ 

From WUAYARATNA « Co,, 

BOOKSELLERS, NEWS AGENTS' AND 
PROPRIETORS O.F TH E HOTEL AND RAILWAV BOOKSTALLS 

»l l l II 1 IT \, COLOMBO, CEVI.ON, 

J Z ^ ": .,.A$c<j^^>Ay^...'.. vigof. 

UA C Z c t ^ ^ A 

^ 

yft<?^ /AA-/ 

£tyiy£y y^ Ay^tz^ tZArp^y ^r-,^ /CLZ^ ^.S 

^c^cC<y yCo Csy^yofyryfs^ 

A0^-isyyiA^aff^ ^ " ^xyr-tAey^t-^^ 

foyty-yi^sAe^ / 'y a A ^ y<zAL-<r-*y>~^' A> 

L T i ^ t (^<^eAAA^eyi^. 

W U A Y A R A T N A 4 QO 

M 

15 cent foreign letter with three Type I 
strikes, sent June 1, 1904. Mourning 
cover to Chicago . Handstamped with 
paid marking when forwarded to 
C r e s t o n , IA. 

^Myt^/Y^- As/^Aza. IC&t* 

61L I/yC^cy &ly*~<^A* 

Business G r o w t h : 
Store address marked from Maradana neighborhood 
of Colombo to Slave Island. Wijayaratna & Co has 
multiple locations -

Bookseller N e w Agents 
Hotel and Railway Bookstalls 

<r 6 cent UPU card to 
Chicago , redirected to 
Highland Park, IL 
December 24, 1908. 



Z. E d w a r d i a n S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n T o u r i s t M a i l 

Tourists enjoy Ceylon 's harbor towns, but increasingly also take trips "up country" to the cool mountain tea 
plantations. These cards mailed from reflect travels through and within the island. 

6 cent foreign to C a n a d a -> 
November 5, 1904 on Plate & 
Co. split back U P U card. 

Reverse: female tea pickers. 

-̂POSIACEI 

A . 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 
CEYLON (CEYLAN) 

P O S T C A R D 

5 THIS SPACE MAY BE USED 
'1| FOR COMMUNICATION. 

=>"> -4 J 
\5 A \ 

6 l ^ 3 * , ] ^ 

P O S T 

This Space may be used for Correspondence 

AA*, /1&A. 

THE ADDRES 
WRITTEN H" 

y^'Ay^jjo^y>' ^\UJCX^y>^J ~&>JUXAAJ 

'• H // ' 
L-*T;<I.< «J fc(i/~ 

h y C't^ATLeaA 

/ t ^ 3 

Per r 

v-*~ • - • 

. / T e a Gft 

Address Only. 

>y'AAl\ , / j, y? 

A O^Ay<..£L cLjA 

3 * / * 

6 cent to Alexandria, 
E g y p t March 14, 1907. 

Handstamped: 
"Pro Cooperative Tea 
Garden" 

" U n i o n Place, 
Slave I s l and C o l o m b o " 
by Plate & Co. Ceylon. 
Lithographed UPU divided 
back postcard. -> 

Union Place, 5la»e Island Colombo. 

mmmmmmmmm ^^^r^**3^^i mmmm 



F o r e i g n M a i l 

The Type II features two horizontal lines above and below the date, and the replacement thick bar obliterator of Type 
I, and a restyled Maltese cross. Known as a "cog wheel", this postmark was used until the end of World War I. 

T y p e II: 
December 1, 1910 

to October 17, 1919 
30 m m 

< 

r T » rms hii&fyy 
yiUXyZT^^T* <"MML;NICAT 

f *Aun££ iyO-S^-4 fJ^Catf 
' I hfa.AA@A£Zu b-rrS.A^^*y 

I (yJUuyl ^ 6*ft '&&< 

fA^e-yj^ [yej^p &h. -fy y*JL*A 

; f a * . i ^ , %!Ls\u ^ ' i 

. <*.'•• ^ < ?fczz~ <Afc," fc*A <yuJ 

UNIVERSELLE 
i 'LAN' 

[ C A R D 

WKl 

C •' 

m*&?£ U bh (ZL^IA^, 

A<M- -i±. 

\f tS\*A-*L I'tixJebjusA. 

2 cent domestic extended rate to India, April 3, 1911, receiving marked April 11, 1911. 

6 cent foreign 
stationery to 
England, 
June 1 ,1911. 

A 

• 

A* 
fa 
l~*L 

lt?lfflir\J • JsPy! 

- *̂* -A, ^L, -j 

I 

9 

V 



C . E d w a r d i a n S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n M a i l 

T U C K ' S P O S T C A R D 

CARTE POSTALE POSTKAR 
By Appointment. 

S a "His Excellency." Of the larger carnivora, the bear, (? * leopard, deer, buffalo, and humped ox of India nre plenti-% ful, but the ele]ihant, which is for the most part tuskless, is undoubtedly the lord of the forests of Ceylon. 
(FOR ADDRESS ONLY.) 

u A l ^ A u S u d o u ^ o v N i L ^ ( I t M s U A ^ 

Printed in England 

T y y 5 K O J V K X J U „ 

6 cent foreign Type II sent December 4, 1911 to Sydney, Aus t ra l i a 
with Christmas greeting. 

Tourist traditional Ceylon image from Tucks "Oilette" art publishing. 

. d g g ^ , h 

5̂* 
"<_"' 

' f 7 S3"L 

•rSf-\ ? v t t . ^ • 

Reverse: Postal Censor markings 
September 24, 1918. 

Marked addressee "Not Known" 
three delivery attempts. 

5 cent extension rate to Calcutta, 
I nd i a . September 19, 1918. -» 

L o c i i n - J l o j 



. . E d w a r d i a n S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n T o u r i s t M a i l 

**..« 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 

?* C E Y L O N (CEYLAN) 

P O S T C A R D 
THIS SF1C1 HAT «• 0»W) 

JOE COUMLHIOATIOK. THE ADDRESS ONI.T TO B 
WRITTEN HiJCB. s% , WRITTEN HJJtE. 

y ^ t r r - ^ c \A6~ccrhv 

S ^ , $ J ^ A * A 
Used Ceylon Railway Ticket 
Routes through Slave Island 

6 cent foreign to Jersey, C h a n n e l 
I s lands . Type II cancel February 
22, 1912. 

"Street Scene, Slave Island" 
Plate divided back lithograph 
card, printed in England. -> 

THIS SPACE MflV BE USED 
FOR COMMUNICATION. 

? 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 
CEYLON (CEYLAN) 

P O S T C A R D 

%ii4 a f o . f f i J ^ t 

tUJtac 9kAv (7*x*L.*oJt. t 

'TkeuU^t fey* JAJL-

'<iLi4^Uy -S*cA*+4 ^l^rncc)^ « 

l - S ~ * ~ y * - ^ ^ L j ^ t f l ^ r S t ^ 

ZA3>$ 

6 cent foreign to E n g l a n d , 
Type II December 4, 1912. 

Images on the post cards of tourist mail provides views of Ceylon at points in time. Here poor Tamil children 

and images from a Buddhist ruins, all a short train ride from Slave Island, are provided on the reverse. 

file:///A6~ccrhv


C . E d w a r d i a n S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n T o u r i s t M a i l 

Correctly franked with 3 cent Printed Matter rate January 15, 1913. Appears 
underpaying foreign 6 cent rate to Belgium. Sent with only message handstamp, 
"Michael J. De Jong, Colombo, Ceylon" 

UNI 6N POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 
/ C E Y L O N (CEYLAN) 

P O . S T C A R D 

••••-•'• - hi""^-

On reverse, "Post Card" crossed out and "Printed Matter" 
written in by hand. This done to save 3 cents postage. 

6 cent foreign to G e r m a n y 
Type II on George V card 
May 13, 1913. 

ONION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 
r CEYLON (CEYLAN) H, 

P O S T C A R D 

THIS SPACE-MAY BE USED 
KM COMMUNICATION. 

?C 

«=!> 
N̂ -. 
d 

THE ADDRESS 
WRITTEN G E S C S I 

c A . 

L l>\\ 



C . E d w a r d i a n S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n M a i l 

Census E d w a r d i a n T y p e I & II 

6 cent foreign to San Francisco, 
Cal i forn ia Type II cancel 
December 2, 1 9 1 1 . ^ 

( ^ . ^L'NJgN P0STALR UNIVERSELLE 
"L.Q)N (CEYLAN) 

P O S T C A R D 

r THE ADDRESS Oi 
WRITTEN 

Overweight envelope to Cambridge, Ill inois with 15c 
foreign letter rate on front. On reverse multi-franked 
9 cent set as seal for second ounce. 

Five Slave Island Type II cancels. 

& c / c v f t 1 3 1 i 

72 7ZA» / . 

Ls CL wy 6~ x^ cy 

J i t 

7 . 

e y 

I t . A . A . 

mm 



D . K i n g G e o r g e V S l a v e I s l a n d W a r t i m e M a i l 

A new cancel type began during the era of King George V, this format reduced in size from the Edwardian types, 
and returned to the single ring format. The cancel is first seen on wartime mail, overprinted for war tax purposes. 

<- Ear l ies t R e c o r d e d Use 
J a n u a r y 10, 1919 

Cancelled predates earlier recording 
by over two months. 

T y p e I : 
January 10, 1919 

to August 30, 1928 
25 m m 

War Stamps with Type I 
cancel: Slave Island April 14, 
1920 to Cal i forn ia . -> 

Un ion Postale 

Ceylon (Cej 

P O S T C 

This space may be used for Communication. only to be written here 

GoyAbr^AK, j 

0 . S . O c . 

Ceylon War Tax stamps were issued in 1918, these shown with Slave Island Type I cancels, the blocks also 
p recede the p r i o r ear l iest k n o w n usage of the cancel of March 19, 1919. 

P O S T C A R D ^ C A I 

ADDRESS HERE 

n 

3 cent local to Colombo, Fort. December 3, 1920. Rate lowered from the 4 
cent war rate to 3 cents in 1920. 

mmmmmm K 

February 16, 1919 



D . K i n g G e o r g e V S l a v e I s l a n d D o m e s t i c M a i l 

6 cent definitive Government 
Printing Office envelope with Type 
VI cancel September 23, 1921. 

To "Wagga" , receiving marking 
reverse " W a g a " next day, 30 miles. 

O H M S M o n e y O r d e r t r a n s m i t t a l 
from Slave Island to Diyatalawa, 
redirected with Type I cancel 
September 12, 1923. \U 

<̂r>*»̂ . 

l a ^ r e a 

L 

y k f f ^ - ^ • 

" * t r t - ~ 

O n H i s M a j e s t y ' s S e r v i c e / C ^ - * % 1 

MONEY OBPEB ADVICES. % ~ \TA A 

\ 

sU Pe r fm " C . A . V . E . " from Cave 
Publishing Company in Colombo. 

T h e P o s t m a s t e r , 

*N«.»,.» 

* - ^ ^-^yA^. y ^ * v 

#A2. 
ytfCLyjtyi^£A^ 

12 cent double domestic letter rate for overweight envelope with Type I postmark April 19, 1922. 



D . K i n g G e o r g e V S l a v e I s l a n d 

C O L O M B O 

C O M M E R C I A L C o . , L t d . 

E N G I N E E T»0 

D o m e s t i c M a i l 

Parcel tag Slave Island. 
Nine Type I cancels, 
September 19, 1923. 

Rated 1 Rupee 5 cents, rated 
for under 20 pounds. 

Parcel tags from Slave 
Island seldom seen. 

F a c t o r i e s b u i l t o i 

e q u i p p e d w i t h 

m a c h i n e r y . 

W a t e r - P o w e r P l a n l 

S c h e m e s u n d e r t a k i 

I n s t a l l a t i o n s f o 

F a c t o r i e s . 
sx_ 

W a r e h o u s e s , C o o l y L i n e s , R o p e w 

W i r e S h o o t s . 

C a r p e n t r y , D o o r s , W i n d o w s 

t i o n s , e t c . 

Agents for 

TH0RNYCR0FT AND DAY-ELDER 

From COLOMBO COMMERCIAL Co., LIMITED. 

p > 1 
f}n/#Aurpv-*t. 

Head Office and Engineering Works u„. . 

S L A V E I S L A N D , C O L O M B O . 

B R A N C H WORKSHOPS A N D ENGINEERS 

STATIONED IN THE PLANTING DISTRICTS. 

•f- Reverse (at 80%) 

Slave Island business 
Colombo Commercial to 
Tea Plantation, Ormidale in 
Norwood, central Ceylon. 



D . K i n g G e o r g e V S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n T o u r i s t M a i l 

A revision in the postal rate in 1921 introduced Empire Mail as a new category, with the post card rate at ten cents . 

1 | s o S. 

P L A T E ' S " A R T ' P O S T ( 

s -s«- y 
" J 81-J> 

V ^ 

u 

* 
KS=3 

S « e ? P . 

\ \ A 

>* 

• r -

~~4 * 

FOR ADDRES 

ICEYLON CEYUONl 

U r a c i l 

/ , 

j . 2 J f tUvr 

1 V«-». cAU\^s\n J O v e ^ 

^ 
IJLAJI 

12 cents with two Type I 
cancels, ove rpay ing the 10 
cent rate, December 20, 1921 
to E n g l a n d . 

A tourist would be much 
more likely to overpay a rate 
and not know rate changes. 

-lunch here at the Galle 

face Hotel" 

. l oca t ion close to the Slave 

Island post office. 

& : / f : P O S T C A R D 

^ *KE¥1%[N (UiYLAJSlj 

~ J A T ~ 

V < f I . v * * 

i (* 

y>^ 

-? f * A 
4>* T a £* f y 

A t e , 

^ . . A A S A ^ ^ y . . . . . 
y -

I s The correct 10 cent Empire rate 
on Type I August 13, 1923. 

Typical tourist card of local shopping 
scene on textured Plate Card. 



n g G e o r g e V S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n T o u r i s t M a i l 

Cards using the 6 cent rate. This 
rate ended when the 1921 Empire 
rate of 12 cents went into effect. 

6 cent Type I on April 5, 1920 
to Cologne, G e r m a n y 

FOR ADDRESS ONLY. 

4 ) 

P L A T E ' S " A R T " P O S T C A R D . 

\y^cApA^^ ^ ^ _ 
" l _» y~\ S/y^jy^^j* 
\kZ>AccA^eA~ / ^ 

15 ^ £ v £ ^ ; , ^yr-*yz2 su^c 

t 1 A<ZA y?r<^ ^ ^ r n&XfaA^ 

«\y*4?i 

A%>ys&^~ 

'A&r^A^r 

i+A(LJy^AAAL 

JCEJ 
sWiXISmi 

A \ 
/ v 
~J 
j-

W.̂ B̂~" 

SJSP"N1 

P3WIS 

& p ^ 
^z\sAi^ 

' 
» 

P L A T E ' S P O S T 
Printed in Great Britain 

For Correspondence 
'SA^T^yy-c. 7. / . 

Ji&iu l*-«u*j <xX> £*." ir-crrskji<iy <f~*. 
y>t*A*~dL'L<.4y. K^iy^y<. A^UAI v**-*. 

t b&jyjL,. Vt, k* cur 
>.ysy ~F*^A~ yh~Z^cf * 

t\yyi^-cAyA. .t A*4At4*A4A+iAAr A&A'~ 
&ts^ yA^f~hb+*y>\M>^^. t«A*Kt-^ 

Z~ . 
tsZt^ykJy^-. 7*H? irt>-y^*- A 

//J/ q,£ /$fy t /i£ yi °fk t*. nU*} 4y<Tk 

C A R D 

a 
o *. ~° 5 t> • 
r a 

-si 
2 * 
w o 
% 
J. « £P • 'C o 

tALMs 

U d t ^ c 

-T* Colorized Slave Island image 
Colombo Apothecaries colorized 
UPU card, a tourist favorite. 

<- 6 cent Type I January 8, 
1921 to Stockholm, Sweden 



D . K i n g G e o r g e V S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n T o u r i s t M a i l 

<- 20 cent Type I cancel 
November 27, 1921 to 
C h e s t e r , PA. 

Rate change: 1921 rate 
change to the Empire 
Rate. 

'•/ c 

On Reverse: Stationery from the Galle Face Hotel. 

Art Deco style luggage tag from the famous 
Galle Face Hotel, still in operation today. -> 

C E Y L O N 

~ — i^^"^y.u,A 

G A L L E F A C E H O T E L 

C O L O M B O 

mmmmmmmmm. **mmmemmmm 



D . K i n g G e o r g e V S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n T o u r i s t M a i l 

-The city is splendid and the 

country is beautiful so 

luxurious in foliages 
I 
3 

(fla&^jy P L A T E ' S P O S T 

For Correspotraenrf For Addr«9*.'i 

Aitf-t^yf*^ -z^cAA, <?/y%Ar ^^> 
it 
s° 
o 

y 
s i iy 

Ac* A* ~ - J^6Z,- y^ y 

10 cents underpaying the new -> 
Empire rate. Type I cancel, October 
4, 1921 to St. Louis, Mo. 

* isy^yy tA* &A<* 'ty~ A 
7 

'^tysz. 

9- s y>y ~s 

%fiLef ~sA* y^*-y TyA*z^ Sm^y sf<A 

&*~cATVA *"' 
tf && iy^,r, - JZ^^ J? 

AAh** y/t^y~. 

<y 7-ty yyc*-, crn yi_^ 

12 cent with Type I cancel, 
July 20, 1922 to Vineyard 
Haven, MA. 

T 7 o u ™°»ld love the hats and 
basket made of lovely gay col­
ored straw!" ss«ycoi-

- on Plate Card, "Native Shops" 

12 cent with two Type I -> 
cancels, August 16, 1922 to 
Berkley, CA. 

"It's your old friend-on the 
other side of the world again 

:ationa» 

P Q S ^ C A R D 

& 1r 
(2. *> 

? < * ' • £ & * fa 

I f W W W ^ u t t u t f 

T ' 

mmm^mmsmmmmm 



D . K i n g G e o r g e V S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n T o u r i s t M a i l 

-<*'<'-A#**?& 

<- On Reverse two 6c cent 
with Type I on March 22, 
1923 to Surry, England. 

Plate split back Post Card, 
printed in Great Britain. 

20 cent rate Two Type I cancels on -> 
February 23, 1923 to Cambridge, MA. 

GALLE FACE HOTEL, 
COLOMBO. 

Envelope Reverse 

.«UTVr̂  

tf\,^ v v 

Galle Face Hotel split back 
postcard engraved and 
printed in Colombo, Ceylon 
by H W. Cave & Company. 

wmmmsmmmmmmmR. u i JUCL IA,H j u u u u - t 



D . K i n g G e o r g e V S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n M a i l 

Until late in 1921 the rates to foreign destinations were 6 cent for postcards and 15 cents for letters. These were 
cancelled with the Type I postmarks. 

6 cent foreign post card 
August 22, 1921 to 
Canton, C h i n a . 

L a t e usage of r a te . 

T o u r i s t mai l to C h i n a 
se ldom seen. 

• -~- 1 1 '. ."• •————I • T~ • 

FOR ADDRESS ONLY. 

o 
6 H 
S o l 
. 0) -
d J3 ». 
f. - a 
a. g o 
-e p ~. 
le « I 
*» ,c 2 
s. H i 

P L A T E ' S ' A R T " P O S T C A R D . 

15 cent foreign rate with Type I postmark June 28, 1921 to Ph i l ade lph ia , PA. 



D . K i n g G e o r g e V S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n C o m m e r c i a l 

Seldom seen commercial covers from Ceylon, these two commercial covers sent overseas provide further evidence 

of Slave Island's growth. 

From 

T H E G E N E R H L T R A D I N G A G E N C Y , 

Import & Export, 
No. 2 6 , M e w s , S l a v e I s l a n d , COLOMBO. 

Messrs. Israel & Oppenheimer J-td., 

43 Bartholomew Close, 

lOHD.ON.hi.u. (England) 

12 cent Empire Rate with two Type I postmark October 27, 1923 to London, England. 

CHINESE DBAWN-WORK EMBROIDERIES, AND CURIOS STORE, 
3 3 . MANNING MANSIONS. S H O R T S ROAD. 

Meenambal Press. S L A V E I S L A N D . C O L O M B O . 

R 

Siave Island 

N o . 9 8 1 

^ y ^ A ^ i ^ \ 

U 

12 cent Empire Rate with Registration, Type I postmark November 18, 1930 to E n g l a n d . 



D . K i n g G e o r g e V S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n T o u r i s t M a i l 

M a i l C e n s u s T y p e I Cance l 

• Local 

W h y so m u c h tour i s t m a i l ? Ceylon 's tea i n d u s t r y and growing prosperity 
brought increased awareness of the island. Ceylon ' s had become a popular 
cruise and vacation holiday stop. Local residential areas turned to commercial. 

Domestic 

Foreign 

Mail shifts away from largely 
domestic in early years. 

This tourist not so impressed: 

"Plenty of heat, dust, beggars, 

disease and poverty here. 

P o s t C a r d * » 

^ A A g y ^ AA^Af y £ * $ £ > 

^ < ^ ^ y ^ 7 ^ 

A 

^ t A s y ^ 

t £-*-~tAA,, 

A sAyysyarzAyc^csoiS-i* o ^ . 

10 cents paid. Marked "30c" for 30 centimes due and assessed "Due 6 cents" on 
US conversion. Sent February 15, 1923 to Saratoga Springs, NY. 

Envelope Reverse 
Posted in Slave Island on 
a stop from a cruise line. 

20 cent Empire Rate Type I postmark January 16, 1922 to New Y o r k , NY. 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmtmwmmmmmmmrmmmmmmmm mm 



E . K i n g G e o r g e V I S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n 

A new cancellation came into use at the time of the Silver Jubilee. King George V died within a year of the Jubilee 
issues. The new cancel increases the font size of "Slave Island" and date stamp characters, which are centered on the 
marking. 

(c/> I 2 A U o 

T y p e I : 
March 13, 1934 
to April 3, 1947 

25 m m 

THE SINHALESE 
DICTIONARY 

Dictionary Office 
COLOMBO MUSEU1 

COLOMBO 
'Phone: 7M 

^©saiesoe 
r?<s&/!sferA»d Pcsf_ 

(kjJLJL 

"TT^^frprA <£, 

From, 

KUMAR/-* B 2X975 

S. St. %f. S M J i f c A ^ 
LICENSED, PAWN BROKER. 

No. 110, SHORTS ROAD, 

S L A V E I S L A N D , C O L O M B O . 

^ ^ | V ) 

1 s 40 cents to Germany 
August 5, 1935. Rate: 15 
cent letter, and 25 cent 
Registration. Forwarded. 

cA^fr CTTTCTn UL& 

4 s Slave Island Commercial 
November 20, 1940 
Rate: 6 cents to India. 

Issued to Commemorate the 

C O R O N A T I O N of 

THEIR MAJESTIES 

King George VI. 
AND 

Queen Elizabeth, 

12th MAY, 1937. 

R 

Slave Island 

N o . 6 1 2 

y i . <yAorta &• <Jy?*i, 

3}<?t^> tyz/tuaxs, y?. y&Scyaj' cSr., 

yFyeuva^ffe'-on-^y-une^ y. 

Franking with set of Coronation issues for King George VI. Coronation commemorat ive 
cover sent to philatelist R. Proud, England with three Type VII strikes. Rate: 9 cents to 
Britain, 25 cents Registration. Few philatelic covers cancelled in Slave Island found. 

mm wmmmmmmmm m 



E . K i n g G e o r g e V I S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n W a r t i m e M a i l 

The Type I cancel, first introduced in 1934, was used on the KGVI stamps until the late 1940s. George VI stamps were 
issued replacing the earlier King ' s portrait. 

" S e r v i c e t o P r i s o n e r s o f W a r w 

International Red Cross Committee Geneva 
Delegation in Ceylon letter to London Delegation 

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS COMMITTEE GENEVA 
DELEGATION IN CEYLON 

c/o A. BAUR & CO, LTD. p. o. BOX 11, COLOMBO. 

Service of Prisoners of W a r 

Service D e s Prisonniers D e G u e r r e 

D e l e g a t i o n i n L o n d o n o f t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l l i e d G r o s s U o m m i t t e e , 

< & i a d r a n t H o u s e , 
5 5 P a l l M a l l , 

LONDON 3 . W. 1 . 

1 Rupee empire rate for air mail. Type I postmarked November 3, 1945 to London, E n g l a n d . 
Limited Red Cross Service to Prisoners of War mail known from Ceylon. 

^2im&mi& mmmmmmm IP3I • P 



E . K i n g G e o r g e V I S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n W a r t i m e M a i l 

& \ 

e f v t e w 

50 cent military rate Airmail 
RAF censor cover to England. 

Letter processed & cancelled 
at "Base P.O. Ceylon" 

Military installations 
operating on Slave Island. 

British RAF operated from bases 
in Colombo (including Slave 
Island) and Trincomalee, Ceylon. 

The "Base P.O. Ceylon" cancel 
was used by forces mail instead of 
civilian processing through the 
Slave Island or Colombo G.P.O. 

<- Available from the base 
Post Office: 

Airflow. The RAF magazine 
of Ceylon published monthly 
starting in 1939. 

Inside: "Published by 
Servicemen for Servicemen." 

tf/^S- o • C^. rL/qiASg^nrct-

?/?GWrSe*t?rVtz, 

mfomwmw99Srwmwm mmmmm 



E . K i n g G e o r g e V I S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n W a r t i m e M a i l 

During World War II, wartime military bases operated on Slave Island and in Colombo, fighting back Japanese attacks 
beginning in April, 1942. 

N!/ 25cent to F lo r ida , U S A October 30, 1941 

vU British WWII Microfilmed Correspondence: Airgraph 
To Royal Army Service Corp, November 16, 1942. Marked 
received December 23, 1942. 

» 

V 

JTUDIV R.A.S.C. 
BASE POST OFFICE. 

COLOMBO 
C£\L.ON 

' *328l 

'tyfc. 

S- hl-jSO. 

04 10* *** k** ***** M*AsO I 
J.oUe * * r**A%AA 4.*^At ev***A-

\ 0 ^ i ' ? A 3 A -

n* 

*+*L//IA.I 

fit. «t till •», • ie/LAA/jAy* f 
/lie / _ / ' . / . j i./s. 

A I R G R A P H 

Slave I s land return address War censored and 
postmarked at GPO. 

Full size scan of censor label on reverse. 

O P N C n n 

" w a n 

<s> ^ A -

< V f r 
< ; ^ S 

«PWPP 9 
iPBHWBWBB mmmimmsmi^smmm^smmmaesm 



E . K i n g G e o r g e V I S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n W a r t i m e M a i l 

W h y so m u c h foreign ma i l ? Ceylon enjoyed prosperity with 
tea exports, and had generated extensive foreign trade. During 
the war years, the composition of foreign mail changed. 
Increased military mail, and a decrease in tourist cards. 

35 cent Registered to I n d i a -> Sent December 20, 1944. 
Opened by Examiner in India. Indian cog wheel cancel. 

Two Slave Island Type VII cancels. Cover shown opened. 

C o l o m b o M a p wi th Slave I s l and 

Here is the 
map of Col­
ombo which 

were 
unable to 
publish last 
month. 
h it repro­
duced by per-
missio 
the Ceylon 
Survey De-
partment 
a ndi the 
block was 
kindly loan­
ed by the 
Automobile • 
Association 
of Ceylon. 

From Airflow. The RAF magazine of Ceylon 
illustrated this map of Colombo for servicemen. 
Slave Island and Slave Island Post Office shown. 
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E . K i n g G e o r g e V I S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n C o m m e r c i a l 

N e w Type II Slave Island cancel with "Slave Island" text set closer and on the cancel ring, 25 m m size. 

Policy C h a n g e - M a i l H a n d l i n g 
Mail dropped off at the Slave Island post office would be taken to the parent Colombo G P O for processing and 
cancelling. O n l y mai l h a n d l e d over a t t he pos ta l c o u n t e r wou ld con t inue to receive t he Slave I s l and cancel. 

T y p e I I : 
April 19, 1944 

November 24, 1958 
25 m m 

? . A i r M a i l 

M o n s i 

F r a n c e 

e u r J . G o e m a e r e , 

M e s s r s . L i p t o n L t d . , 

7 1 , R u e R i y a y , 

L e v a l l o i s - P e r r e t , 

S e i n e . 

1 Rp 55 cent Airmail letter to F r a n c e May 19, 1946. Commercial to Lipton (tea) 
special service, cancelled at counter with three Type II cancels. 

Ltd, 

J o l m s t o n E x p o r t -o . , 
i Four t l ue , 

>rk iG. 

t , 
o . 

2 Rp 60 cent Airmail 
letter to New Y o r k 
July 5, 1946. 



E . K i n g G e o r g e V I S l a v e I s l a n d S l a v e I s l a n d : R e c r e a t i o n 

Slave I s land was initially an island surrounded by Beira Lake, Colombo. Stocked with crocodiles in the slaving past, 
the Beira Lake was cleared and used as a city recreation spot. 

^ y C_L_uB> 
FOUNDED I860 

N o r t h - E a s t M o n s o o n R e g a t t a 

1 9 4 8 

A y 

y 

Xe*A 

B E I R A L A K E , C O L O M B O , 

22nd, 23rd & 24th January. 

Colombo Apothecaries divided back UPU color lithographed 
card. Dehiwela Canal, bridge to Slave I s land . -> 

Inside: 

Plan of the Course, Beira Lake, 
Slave I s l and . 

<- Full program, Monsoon Regatta 



. K i n g G e o r g e V I S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n t o I n d i a 

35 cent Registered foreign 
letter to India with Type II 
cancel October 25, 1948. 

Sender ' s Address: 
"4/11 Union Place 
Slave Island, Colombo 2 " 

Same street as hotel below. 

R 

Slave Island 

N o . 9 1 9 

'KOH 

m m 

ĵstffe&afr, 

f̂fî k-

tnM 
P*" Ml 

fen 1 

* -u A ' r ' / v ^ » t < ^ U i X ^ a t t j i 

-*yif 

hx^y 
Vu 

* & r l t © q " p r i v a t e } f © i @ l 

UNION PLACE, SLAVE ISLAND, COLOMBO. 

Is situated on its own grounds, and is in close proximity to the 

Cinnamon Gardens, The Museum, Victoria Park, Race Course and 

other places of interest in Colombo. 

Most efficient Management. 

R o o m s — C l e a n , Cool and Comfortable. Electric Ligli s 
and Fans. 

Cuis ine—Excel len t . A t t e n d a n c e — P e r f e c t . 

ADMIRABLY SUITED FOR BOARDERS, VISITORS, &c. 
ALL HOME COMFORTS 

LAWN TENNIS 
TELEPHONE No. 465. 

Carlton Private Hotel: 
Address: Union Place, 
Slave Island. 

Sender ' s caption: 

"On the other is a poor 

picture of our hotel It is a 

perfect paradise" 

"The Carlton Hotel. Slave 
Island, Colombo" 

Private divided back RPPC 
for hotel guest use. 



E . K i n g G e o r g e V I S l a v e I s l a n d F o r e i g n R e g i s t e r e d 

Mai l Census T y p e I & I I Cance ls W h a t h a p p e n e d to the local a n d domest ic ma i l ? The Colombo G P O change 
in policy is responsible. O n l y special services ma i l (airmail and registered as 
shown) presented at the counter received Slave I s l and cancels. All mail left at 

• Domestic the Slave Island post for regular processing received a Colombo cancel. 
• India 
• Foreign 

55 cent domestic -> 
Registered Type II, 
January 5, 1955. 
Sender return address 
is post "Colombo 3" 
but letter presented at 
Slave Island counter 
for processing. 

"rf^mm^^mv 

R 

Slave Island 

N o . 6 0 2 

R E G I S T E R 
THIS LETTEH N'UST 
POST OFFICE TO BE 

OBTAINED 

THE ADDRESS MUSI 

NAME AND ADDRESSIJFTHE SENDER. 

~ NN. M- Sifv* 

Mv>l Pi***, 

Ac/^tu rws. 

E D L E T T E R 
8E GIVEN TO AN OFFICER OF 
REGISTERED, AND A RECEIPT 
FOR IT. 

BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. 

if.4:%, Rat(»«-4 

STAMPSTOPAY 
T HE POSTAGE 
AND REGISTRA­
TION FEE TO BE 

AFFIXED ON 
THE FLAP. 

Registered airmail 

Miss Tyler, 
Hill Top mm, 

Hambl^on, 

srrey, 
ENGLAND. 

1 
DE SOYSA & CO., LTD. 

COLOMBO. * 

1 Rs 15 cent foreign 
Registered Airmail to 
E n g l a n d by De Soysa 
& Co. Ltd. 
February 28, 1957. 



T y p e X I I . F o r e i g n S l a v e I s l a n d P o s t O f f i c e E n d s 

Shortly after the mailing of this Registered Airmail, the Slave Island post office officially changed to its native 
Sinhalese name. In 1994, the n a m e on the post office itself w a s t a k e n d o w n a n d rep laced . 

The Slave Island post office name was carried for over 114 years. The area today is still called Slave Island after 
much unsuccessful effort was made to move away from the pejorative name from the past. 

< ^ % 

t* 35 Rs Airmail Registered cover to Uni t ed States . 
Postmarked with Type XI cancels on June 7, 1991. 

La tes t K n o w n Use -> 
Slave Island Type XII cancel. Rs 52 Registered 
Airmail postmarked Slave Island July 9, 1993. 
Colombo meter franking front and back, Slave 
Island Registration & cancels. 



T y p e X L F o r e i g n 

A large format double ring Slave Island cancel, with text in Singhalese and English. 

Limited mail found with Slave Island cancels from the 1970s on: ^ W ^ ^ 

• Policy shift had mail processed primarily through the GPO. A' <§•*. ^ | ^ 
• Tourist interest in visiting Sri Lanka dropped to a trickle Mr ''••**• * • 

during years of civil war. J-

Cancel in Use: 
Dates Range 

1989-1992 
35 m m 

Rs 10 Airmail postmarked -> 
Slave Island January 17, 1989. 
Sent to United States. 

1 Rs domestic cover to -> 
Nugegoda. Type XI and a 
new format cancel on 
February 27, 1992. 

# » * ' * ' 
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T y p e X I I . 
C o m m e r c i a l 

F o r e s h a d o w i n g t h e e n d o f S l a v e I s l a n d P o s t 
Note: Central Finance Co., Ltd lists return address 
here as "Colombo 2 " as a move away from the past j 
addressing of Slave Island. 

Domestic meter mail April 3, 1993 with 
Colombo G P O meter and Slave Island 
Registration at the t ime of Type XII cancels. I 

Sent from the Slave Island with new tri­
lingual Slave Island Registration label. 
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Registration label changes: 
• Below English subordinate 

to Sinhalese 
• English subordinate to 

Sinhalese and Tamil 
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S L A V E I S L A N D ! 

C E Y L O N 

S Y N O P S I S 

Title and Treatment 
The purpose of this exhibit is to use the postmarks from Slave Island, Ceylon to advance the story of the social history of a town whose post 
office functioned under what we would now deem a pejorative name for over 114 years. The fact that slavery had been abolished by the 
British well before the establishment of the post office makes it clear that the name was derived from history, not from contemporary practice. 
The post office simply adopted the area's name of Slave Island. 

Knowledge, Study & Research 
Slavery was introduced to Ceylon by the Portuguese during their early rule, it was retained by the Dutch during their administration. The 
British abolished slavery after their take over in 1796. The exhibit provides an introduction of the history of Slave Island, at a time before the 
British controlled the island and established the Slave Island post office. From a postal perspective, Slave Island functioned as a sub-post 
office to the General Post Office in the capital of Ceylon, Colombo. The post office name continued until 1994. Slave Island to the residents 
and businesses of Colombo has been a name much like Foggy Bottom to residents of the District of Colombia or Navy Pier to the Chicagoan. 
Aspects of the history of the area, the growth of Colombo & Slave Island are described by the mail and certain display items added. The 
research presented here details the social history changes on Slave Island, as well as the postal history of the island. 

The exhibit provides the first available census of mail types from Slave Island, and describes how and why the mail stream changed over 
time. This only became possible by assembling the two largest collections of this material together, and taking the opportunity to analyze. 

Presentation 
This exhibit is arranged chronologically and defines characteristics of the change in Slave Island as seen through the lens of the mail at the 
time. The use of monarchal reigns is to establish a common frame of reference for time, reflective of the social and postal history of the era. 
The use of census of mail volume by type is provided to further categorize and delineate the mail use. Instead of strictly a marcophily exhibit, 
the exhibit is a social history exhibit of the town ordered by postmarks chronologically as applied on the differing mail types. The mail types 
are explored, showing the reverse of cards or covers when of social interest. Added post cards and other display items are included where 
they advance the story and add context to the exhibit. Coverage spans the years of the cancels use, mirroring the mail volume as occurred. 

More mail was actually cancelled "Slave Island" in the early years. A change of policy in 1940s required that mail dropped off at the Slave 
Island post office would be taken to the parent Colombo G.P.O. for Colombo postmarking. Only registered items and mail presented at the 
counter would continue to receive the Slave Island postmark after 1940. Mail volume further drops off when tourism fell following years of 
localized terrorism and civil war. This exhibit presents mail in representative volumes found. Census formed from covers in this exhibit, in 
my collection, and others known. 

Rarity, Condition, Importance 
The importance of this exhibit is in its focus on a single post office and its contribution to understanding Ceylon philately in general. Ceylon 
is often collected as a part of the British Empire or Commonwealth, less often as a primary focus. This narrow look into the mail from one 
town over time provides a basis for comparative study, looking into the cancel use over time and mail processing decisions as they compare to 
other post offices across the British Empire. 

Acquiring Slave Island material is a problem of availability, the rarity of this exhibit lies in the totality of the items that have been assembled. 
This exhibit was formed from two combining the two largest collections of this material known and verified by the Ceylon Study Circle of the 
RPSL. Each collection formed by individuals scouring up the material for over forty years, added to my own multi-year holdings. The 
condition of items shown is the best of what exists, the finer items from the overall collection. Part of the difficulty in finding material is that 
covers from Ceylon are limited in general. It is the opinion of one of Sri Lanka's few philatelists that stamp dealers gained more profit selling 
Ceylon / Sri Lanka stamps as kiloware, destroying most of what would have been of interest to postal historians. Fortunately, a good number 
of postal cards provide social history content information to give us the glimpses into the past. 

References : 
The Postal History of Ceylon Ted Proud. Slave Island Pages 375-376 
King George VI Postmarks David Horry. Slave Island Pages 155-156 
"Slave Island??? " D. G. Vorhis American Philatelist, October 2006, Pages 944-945 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombo - Slave Island brief history included. 
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