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The United States Imperforate Issues 0118S1 -,856
& Their Importance in an Expanding Postal System

Purpose: This exhibit is a comprehensive study of the fiye imperforate sumps issued
between 18S' and 1856. It also shows a diverse range of uses induding how the stamps
were treat~ by the post office, the innovative uses patrons found for the mails and how

the post office addressed their needs in a period of profound change in the country.

Hiltof'J
Tbf: 4m>and for kr<o'e[" posol ",res ccnnnmd L"l"~ first major ~uctiaD iD. '14,. Aft"" only 5lX yars. the let of~;rch 18;1
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Exhibit Organization
Se~tion One shoWl! ead! of the stamps in the order th~y were
issued, This includes Iypes, major \'.nenes, color vanatICns

and poslal uses. St\:lion Two shoWll ,ates wd markings,
S~~ti(Jns Three, Four, .nd Five .re arrwged b)· trends that were
forong change within the post offi~e. Section Thre~ addresses
the n~ to .ugment the pra~tice ofpldnng up .nd sending
mail from the post office. A5 towns grew in size t:rrrierservlces
both • p41M of the post office and priv:lte busl sprung up.
In the Wdt private ex.... l'CS conn<"Ct<"<! mining communities
to Lugt' citil'! a Sl':rvlce the postoffice could not prQ\ide. Section
four shows the gr'OWIng depwdenr.e on fUter lI'ansponalion
by ships .nd by trams. Route ~ts were dep!o)-.:d to help
speed the m.alIand apt:tin! ofships aw~pted mall fOT delivery
to the post offitt Section Fiw: shmo'S how organizations...-ere
leo.,.,.aging tht gro..1h m mall to com:IlUIllc;ate politial, soci.tl
or bustness messages. This trend continued for many decades.
5I'ction Sa shO'Ol'S the grO~;Ulg comploiry of, and ne«! for

lIltemalional mail to lDft'1 busintu and per50niI needs.
~nOD Sev\oll pt~nlS I!'I<ampln of governmenl oflicial
perforatlol1l from platH ~d to pnnt llIlpetforatt stamps and

cncb ..ith demonet=-d llR$.

Sections and Frames
The icon on the left mo.rks
the beginning of each section.
Headers on eadl page guide the
vi('\\-'er throllGh the exhibit

Section 1. Archival & Production

Section 2. Domestic Rates & Markings

section 3. Carriers, Locals & Expresses

section 4- Waterways & Rairro.ds

Section 50 Illustrated Envelopes

Section 6.lntemational Mail

section 7. Introduction of Perforations
and Demonetiz.ation

I

Production
The .umpr; wert' engntV<'d.nd produced by !Itt' fil':'l1 OfTQpp.lll, Ca,pe:lle<; Casdeor & Co She-eu were pnntt'l! from w,d pL>,es
of lQQ sumps (OIl!1!lIng of""" side-by..ide panes of 100. The slamps ..'ere ,·-.lid for pos~ from I /uly 14S' IlDnI the outbrNJ:
of the Ovll Wu S, mid 18" n~ perfonted SW!lpI beg~n to repbce imperfuutt' iumJ'lll Spacing on the pl.Jtes used :01
lmperfOl3te lumps """ very t~U lnd made ptrlOr:atiOIl! difficult to apply. The Jcent .nd I cent Stlmp5 wert' the """k hOTJIl1l of
!he issue "'hile !he tl tentst;mp "",,s I""" fT"'JUenlly \lIed, mosil)· on fo.eign mail ~nd fOT mull1p1e me domestic !TUil. Since the
'0 cent slimp and l cem mmp "·ere ISsued III ,811 ~nd 1816 thou lifespan ",~s much shoneT lmn il,e oilIer slamps ~nd thus
fe<Ve' exampln exist. During this p"riod stamp p,oduClion illcre.led from. fe«>· million to over one hundred m,llioll a )'t'''

Item, arcorn ratlted by certifiCltC!; fmm eli:pi!rt committees are indicated with • lower caS/: 'e'.
Items ofexceptional importarn:e l!"e fnmtld in red. Bh,e te:lt Is used for popul.3tlon data.

The United States Imperforate Issues O'18S1 -,856
& Their Importance in an Expanding Postal System

Purpose: This exhibit is a comprehensive study of the five imperforate stamps issued
between 1851 and 1856. It also shows a diverse range of uses induding how die stamps
were treat~ by the post office, the innovative uses patrons found for the mails and how

the post office addressed their needs in a period of profound change in the country.

Histof'J
Tk (I~nd for low~ posQ! r::>les CQolIIImd en the lim majoo ~uaiaD La. ,~" Afu:r ollly Jill JUfJ.lbe Ie ofM.,e!: IS;:
..In reduced nte5, dfecttre I Ju.'! ,S5'. 10 1ants J 1WfCMI~ Tor up 10 ).OOQ miJn and 6 ttIlU for d!ltlIllUS~=dwl }.OOO

m!k1 Thel'r~ COrrespCl;ll!mg~ns '" c!rol: llld Ort\lla. f:lliet IftilulJy th<~ 'Wt1'5 Waf 1ssue4.1.,. .11~ t. CeDI...rues.
La~ 5UId IQ UII: sumps~ aUecl A!s """'~10 prl'prJ posta&t 1""-~ 10~ lbe p1ibUc.10W11d lbe cc=elIce
ofswr.ps. u::IPMI= "'r.<I~ $~n!'llnd 10 ct'fIt!I for. ~d!lWIaJw~"67"pelU.Itr.11l Ap:ilIS» ±e~:

}.OOo mile ntt _ =ued10 '0 «ZIts :md. p,t"'",.....,wu compuisory"" dJ>mffik m..tU. Thill wu~~ ef~ pcm!~
nus PtnoC. wu llso~ by m., m<&m~~ ""1",,,,11 miintioll w" CDWIlIf htdl:nowD. with mwr U:n:!Ies beo:I~
Slpmte<i bJ IOIl(l d>ft:mm: filr tht Ern hmI' in lhrir 1M< u.llUJ'ltrCt wu lise gnnricg 311d. LmpQIUI:Ct of rel:.1bJe me bs: =it
omoite beame ~n essena..! req=tefbusmeu Tn!! _ lhe~ efm"~ efleng daUIlU comm-.1:lIQtlCl15 3.:dthe
cour.ny becoming 3pos~ scOetr· For mdmdtnls. re«t\~ng lfIIiI beoome <;<lrr.mon ph"" and tlCt ~n 'e<ml'. iberefcre,~
....i1 dlidmtlr Uld reb.;bly r,l.S cnnc:l1. Betw~ lSSt,nd 1857 using lUmps on !mil b«.ame the tlCmI, mae.sing by. faeter
ofovtr So, By lSj7 sumps "-ere rrund:!tory and ..nh the pal lJWtl...,lfll miBr:llion. 1M nwnbf:T ofpOIt ollices oImosl doubled.

Sections and Frames

Section 6.lntemational Mail

Section 50 Illustrated Envelopes

The icon I'm the left marks
the beginning ofeadl section.
Headers Oil eadl page guide the
viewer through the exhIbIt

Archival & Production

section 3. Carriers, locals &. Expresses

Section 1.

Section 4- Waterways &. Railroads

Section 2. Domestic Rates &. Markings

section 7. Introduction of perforations
and Demonetization

Exhibit Organization
S~tion One shoWl! C3d! of the st;mps In the order Ih~y ~ere

issued. This Includes IY~~, major \'arienes, color variatwns
and poslal uses. Se~tion T~o shov.'S lale~ and mUkings.

Sertions Three, four, and Five are arranged b)' lunds Ihal were
foronl chaulle withiu the posl office Section Thru ;ddresses
the need to augment the practice of plcklng up and sending
mall from the post offke. A5 t\lWllS grew in sile urrier services
both a pan of the post office ;lnd priv:l.le bus; sprung up.
In the Wdl privare expres...<es (onntoOffl minm8 communIlies
10 larv dtin a St'!\'ice the post office could nol PfO"ltk. Sectioo
four shO'/l.'S the llTO"'lng dr:prndenO' on fUler traosporullon
by ~hl~ and by mlllS, Roule ageolS were tkp1o)-.:d 10 htip
speed the~ and capta.ins ofships acc:epted mall for deb.-ery
10 the posl office S«rion Fi>'t ~hmo,; how orpnlUotlOnS 1Ir.e
I/:'ttaging Iht gro"..th m mall to COCJJIlUl1lc;;lle pollnt:l1. SOCial
or busIness mes:nges, ThIS trend co.otioued for nun)'decades
St'l:t1on SIX shll'Ol'S t.loje l!fO"'Ulll" complaitr of. and n~ for

m!el1Jalioru.! mill to Ill«t busi_and pnsonal nCfds.
Secnoo Sc:vl:ll pr~OlS exampln of gcM'mmtnl ollicW
perfonrions from pLut1lllSl'd to pnlllllllperfOUlC stamps and

tond.. -.nth demooellMd uses.

Production
The stunP'! wne ""i"'W'lland product<! by 1M lir.:n ofTopp.:an.~let c.,d~r & Co, Sh«ts~ pnnltl! ITonl lite! pla~<:s

of100 samps con.l1s0"lt 0("", "dt-by-side P"OCI of 100. The IlImps ",·ere "llid for posuge from I /I1Iy 18St \!lin! the outl>=l:
of the Ol'il War. By mid tS" new Ptrl"oroled mrn;lS bfgJn to fel'btt i~rlle sumps 5pacine: on the pl.n.. llIed fOI
,mJ'"f"o,"le 'tamp!' ...,. very tighl .nd made ptrfOr:ltions dlfficulllO .pply. The 3cenl ;lnd J cent Stlmps were lht wo.k hone. of
lhe issue "'hile the t1(ent.llmp ""'" lei> f""luenlly II mostly on fordSn mail and for multiple ute domestinn;lil. Since the
10 (Cnl stamp Ind l (em mmp "'ere issued m ISll ;Ind 18l6lh.lIlifnp"0 w31 much shone. INn the oille, uampo 3nd lhus
f("'c' CllamplClll'lCill. During Ihis period ,t.mp productioo inae;lsed f,om;l fe<'>' million 10 ov~ one hund~d millioll a)""

ltemd aCCOm Jl3nied by certilkatCll from expert ~ommittees are indicated with (I lower <3:l11 'e'.
Items ofcxccptional importance a~ fram!d in red. Bh ~ lext is used for population di ....
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Section One: Production Essays

IJArchival Material
To allow prepayment as provided by the Act of March 3, 1851, Postmaster General Hall authorized

the issuance of three stamps: 1. 3 and 12 cent values. Later a 5 cent and 10 cent stamp were
added. This section shows essays, proofs and major types and varieties of production stamps.

These stamps were produced by Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co.

A number of companies submitted designs
for the 3 cent stamp. The designs below are

examples of submissions that were not accepted.

,.

Produced by Rawdon.
Wright. Hatch & Edison.

In black. die on India
paper mounted on card

cut to stamp size.

Ow..' of two Tf"cordf'd.

Submitted by Bald. Cousland & Co.

The Franklin design was originally considered for a 6 cent
stamp. This value was considered and then changed to

the I cent value. This shows the complete design

Submitted by Gavit & Co.

Die essay on India paper shOWing
adopted except lathe work

impinges on colorless oval. Shows
layout lines.

Adopted design without
small vertical equilateral
crosses in center rows of
diamond networks, top.

sides and bottom.

Section One: Production Essays

Archival Material
To allow prepayment as provided by the Act of March 3, 1851, Postmaster General Hall authorized

the issuance ofthree stamps: 1, 3 and 12 cent values. later a 5 cent and 10 cent stamp were
added. This section shows essays, proofs and major types and varieties ofproduction stamps.

These stamps were produced by Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co.

Produced by Rawdon,
Wright. Hat h & hdi n.

In black. die on India
paper mounted on card

cut 10 .lamp ize.

01ll II 1\\ () n-cordf'd.

Submitted by Gavit & Co.

A number ofcompanies submitted designs
for the 3 cent tamp. The designs below are

example of ubmi IOns that were not accepted.

Die essay on Inelia paper howin
adopled except lathe work

impinge on olorlc ovaL how
layout lin .

Adopt
rna rtieal equilateral

cro¥ ' in center row of
diamond networks. lop.

side and bottom.
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Archival Material Proofs

Die and Plate

.._-_..
Black trial color plate
proof on sLamp paper.

Position 87LI'
Only recorded plate
proof from plate I",

Black die trial color proofon card.
Acid wash over engraving.

One of three recorded.

Blue die proofon card.
Only recordf'd in blue.

Die proof. Complete
design and showing two

dots below the 'C' of
'CENT'.

One of five recorded.

Plate proof on India.
Position 9714.

From a sheet prepared
to use as a guide for the

perforating machine
purchased in 1857.

Black trial color plate
proofon wove paper.

Position 17R.4
Onc of three recorded

with lines.

L:;;;;;;===;!J •
Black trial color plate
proof on wove paper.

One of three recorded.

Deep red brown trial
color plate proofon

wove paper.

Deep orange trial
color plate proofon

wove paper.

Black die trial color proofon
India paper.

Black plate proofon
wove paper with black

ruled lines on card.

Black die proof with
ruled. lines on card.

Archival Material

Die proo£ Complete
design and howing two

dots below the 'C' of
'CE r.

One of fjv r ()f(lt'd.

Blue die pc f on card.
Only record in blu .

Black di trial color proofon card.
Acid wash over engraving.

Onl ofl hrt"t' record d.

Proofs

Die and Plate

" "'e
Black trial color plate
proofon tamp paper.

Position 7L1E
Onl r orded pIa ('
proof from platt 1;.

Plate proofon India.
Po inon 9714

From a h t prepared
to use as a guid for the

perforating machine
purchased in I 57.

Black trial color plate
proofon wove paper.

Positio017R4
n c f lhn'(: re'("(mled

witll hnt".

Ll;;;;;;;iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiile

Black trial color plat
proofon wove paper.

On ofthr r rd d

Deep red brown trial
color plate proofon

wove paper.

Deep oran trial
color plate proofon

wov paper.

Black plate proofon
wove paper with bla k

ruled lin on card.

Black di trial color proofon
India paper.

Black die proof with
ruled line on card.
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One Cent Stamp Plate One Early

Used in July 1851 Type I

The I cent stamp was issued to satisfy the drop and printed matter rates and, secondary,
the under 3,000 mile letter rates. It was also required to make up some international rates

and it was used for carrier delivery and WAY rates. Plate one in the early state was used
from I July 1851 until the middle of 1852.

The imperforate I cent stamp was printed from four different plates. Plate one had two
states, early and late. Of the 1,000 positions, only one position, 7RIE, from the top row of

the early state of plate one shows the most complete intended design and is identified as a
type I stamp. All the other positions have part of the design missing.

The stamp shows a double transfer.

/~bY1tt~,

~~. fl~

5July 1851 letter from
Richmond VA to New
York four days after issue
of the I cent stamp.
The stamps are positions
7-9RrE. The left stamp is
type I and the right two
stamps are type lb.
All three of these stamps
show a double transfer.

12 July 1851 unsealed
circular from Great Falls

to Portsmouth NH mailed
the second week of use of

the I cent stamp.

Paying the circular rate
on an announcement of

the annual meeting of the
stockholders of Great Falls
Manufacturing Company.

~iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~e

One Cent Stamp

Used in July ,85'

The 1 cent stamp was issued to satisfy the drop and printed matter rates and, secondary,
the under 3,000 mile letter rates. It was also required to make up some international rates

and it was used for carrier delivery and WAY rates. Plate one in the early state was used
from 1 July 1851 until the middle of 1852.

The imperforate 1 cent stamp was printed from four different plates. Plate one had two
states, early and late. Of the 1,000 positions, only one position. 7R1E from the top row of
the early state of plate one shows the most complete intended design and is identified as a

type I stamp. All the other positions have part of the design missing.
The stamp shows a double transfer.

Plate One Early

Type I

5July r 51 letter from
Richmond VA to ew

ork four day after i ue
ofthe r cent tamp.
The tamps are po ilion
7-9RJE. The left tamp i
type I and the right two
tamp are type lb.

All three of these stamps
show a double transfer.

12 Julyr 51 un ealed
circular from Great Falls

to Portsmouth H mailed
the second week of use of

the I cent stamp.

Paying the cilcular rate
on an announcement of

the annual meeting of the
tockholder of Great Falls
Manufacturing Company.
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4RrE 5RrE

To Switzerland via British 0 en Mail

One Cent Stamp

Upper left
comer margin strip

of three, positions r-3
RrE• Right stamp is
type Ib, the left two

are type II.
Cover from

Newburgh NY to
Detroit MI.

--.;
.....-- ..:- -
J ~ § ~

Plate One Early

Type Ib
Type Ib is only found in six positions in the top row of the early state of right plate one. This
type is not as complete on the bottom as a type I, in particular the plumb at the lower right
is not complete. All type Ib stamps show a double transfer.

6RrE 8RrE
Positions 6 and 8 are the best examples of type lb.

r cent stamps positions
9-roRrE, are types Ib and
II. Dull red 3 cent stamp
is type II.
February r852 folded
letter from New
York City to Basel
Switzerland. Stamps
pay the British Open
Mail rate.

4RrE 5R.rE

To Switzerland via British 0 en Mail

One Cent Stamp

Upper left
corner margin trip

of three. position 1-3
RrE. Right tamp i
type lb. the left two

are type II.
Cover [rom

Newburgh NY to
Detroit MJ.

Plate One Early

Type Ib
• Type Ib is only found in six positions in the top row of the early state of right plate one. This

type is not as complete on the bottom as a type I, in particular the plumb at the lower right
is not complete. All type Ib stamps show a double transfer.

(

GRrE RrE

Positions 6 and 8 are the best examples of type Th.

1 cent tamp po ition
9-1oRIE, are type Ib and
II. Dull red 3 cent tamp
i type II.
February 1852 folded
letter from ew
York City to Basel

witzerland. Stamp
pay the British Open
Mail rate.
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One Cent Stamp

Most stamps on plate one early are type II. The design is
complete at the top, incomplete scrolls at the bottom.

Double transfer in middle stamp.
Positions 26-28LrE

Plate One Early

Type II

Position soLrE
L:i;;;;;;,;;;;;;;;,;;;;;;;;,;;;;;;;;,;;;;;;;J e

Most pronounced double
transfer on plate I.

Position 6sRrE

L:;;;;iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii;;;;;;:.ae
Position rooLrE

Unsealed circular mailed in New York City to a ew York City address. Six bar segmented
grid in town postmark. Only recorded example of this postmark on cover.

One Cent Stamp PI_a_te_O_n_e_E_a~rly

Type II

Most stamps on plate one early are type II. The design is
complete at the top, incomplete scrolls at the bottom.

Double transfer in middle stamp.
Positions 26-28LrE

1.:;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:1 e
Most pronounced double

transfer on plate [,
Position 6SRJE

Position rooLrE

nsealed circular mailed in ew York City to a ew York City addres . Six bar egmented
grid in town postmark. Only recorded e.xample of this po_tmark on cover.
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One Cent Stamp

Second day ofissue - 2 July 1851

Plate One Early

Type II

July ISSI folded
address sheet from
New York City to
Walpole NH.

Positions 9S·IooLIE

Two recorded I July
and two recorded 2

July covers.

October I8SI folded address
sheet containing a circular from

Lawrence MA to West Concord NH.

Position I7LIE

Earliest recorded use of the dark blue shade

.g.-- .

One Cent Stamp

Second day ofissue - 2 July 1851

Plate One Early

Type II

July 18S1 folded
address sheet from

ew York City to
Walpole NH.

Po ition 98.1ooLIE.
Two recorded r July
and two recorded 2

July cover.

October 1851 folded addIes
sheet containing a circular from

Lawrence MA to West Concord H.

Position 17LIE

Earli

'.. 7-/.
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One Cent Stamp Plate One Early

Combination Types II and Ilia

Either, but not both, top or bottom outer lines broken. Top and bottom
ornaments incomplete. Thirty-two positions of plate one early are type Ilia.

II

Ilia

Positions 32, 42RIE

Right stamp 'misplaced' relief 'A'.
Position 9S-96RIE

Example with top line broken
bottom line not broken

Trace of right inter-pane line. Three strikes of red
'PAID/3' in circle. Right stamp shows break in

outer line at top. This is a very late printing; in most
printings this is a type II with complete outer line.

Positions 98-IooLIE

5T- 52-53-RJ-E

mzr£~~
l?~~

~iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~e
II July I8SI folded address sheet, second week of use, from Richmond VA to Baltimore MD.

Positions SI-S3RIE

~

One Cent Stamp Plate One Early

Combi nation Types II and Ilia

Either, but not both, top or bottom outer lines broken. Top and bottom
ornaments incomplete. Thirty-two positions of plate one early are type Ilia.

II

Ilia

Po ition 32,42R.IE

Right stlmp 'misplaced' relief'A'.
Position 9S'96RIE

Example with top line broken
bottom line not broken

Trace of right inter·pane line. Three strike of red
'PAl D/3' in circle. Right stlmp shows break in

outer line at top. This is a very late printing; in most
printings this is a type II with complete outer line.

Po ilion 9 -IOoLIE

51- 52-53-Rl-f

~iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii-:.le
II July 1851 folded addre cond week of u e, from Richmond VA to Baltimore MD.

Positions 51-nRIE

~
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One Cent Stamp Plate One Early

Type Ilia

November 1851 unsealed
circular from Troy to
Cooperstown NY.
Double inverted transfer
with break in bottom line
Pre-printing paper fold.
Stamp is dark blue.
Position BILlE

a;:-~~~=;;;J e
Red grid and Pmssian
closed mail marking.

Position nuE

sml!all~B:-o-s-to-n-r-edo:-.,P:=A~I;'
Position 99R.I'

~~=o;;Je
Inter-pane line.
Position SIRIE

~~=4e
One of two positions of

type lIla's from this plate
with break on bottom.

Position TOORrE

October T8ST drop rate folded
address sheet bearing BosLon

town postmark with I cent
integral rate marking and small

'PAID' in grid.
This integral rate postmark

was used briefly at end of 1851.
Position SlUE

One Cent Stamp Plate One Early

Type Ilia

ovember 1851 un al·d
circular from TIOY to
Cooper town Y.
Double inverted transfer
with break in bottom line
Pre·printing paper fold.
Stamp is dark blue.
Position ruE

L;;;;;;iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii-=.l£'
[nter.pane line
Position 51RII

L:;;;;;=====~£'
One of two positions of

type lila's from this plate
wilh break on bottom.

P ·ti n rooRJE

October r 51 drop rate folded
addres heet bl'aring Bo. Ion

town postmark wilh I cent
integral rate markin and mall

'PAID'in 'd.
Thi integral rale postmark

was used briefly at end of1851.
P ition 5I1.If

L:iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~ e
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One Cent Stamp Plate One Late
Left Pane Type IV

D f~ ~C.-':~li ~ Single top

I f~~~~ Single bottom

I f~ Gi;:::,~'& ~ Single top & bottom

I 'f~ ~ ~~,.~~~:~ ~ Double top. single bottom

I t;r~~t~~!;1 Double bottom

I t~~·~·;rc~ ;,;,~ Double bottom. single top
{0;.... ~}I .... 'l'~

.,.....,. ~\.t.. ~~)),

Double top & bottom

With line engraved stamps it was common
to go back and re-enforce or recut lines
that appeared weak on the plate.

Recut positions that are
represented in the block.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 X 9 10

o 1111111111
1 1111111111
2 1111111100
3 1111111111
4 IIUIIIUIIO
5 1011111111
6111111nl
711111111
801101

Pronounced double transfers
and surface cracks.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 H 9 10

00000010000
10011000

2.u01111000
310010100__
410010f2i]0000
5000010100
6100010100
711100100
811100

Some double transfers existed on the
original plate and others resulted from

the rework.

In addition, the imprint and plate
number were added. This block

contains a full plate block.

Partial unused block of82 without
gum from left pane ofplate one after
reworking, plate one late. The rework

resulted in type IV stamps.

In an effort to improve the condition of
plate I the plate was extensively cleaned

and reworked in early 1852 including
recutting all but one position on the

plate and re-entering many positions.
This resulted in seven different recut
varieties, all shown here, as well as a

number of double transfers.

I Double transfers new to plate
one late

I Double transfers existing on
plate one early

Plate cracks

One Cent Stamp Plate One Late
Left Pane Type IV

Double bottom

Double top, single bottom

Double top & bottom

Double bottom, single top

Single bottom

Single top

Single top & bottom

Recut positions that are
represented in the block.
I I'

With line erJgraved stamps it was co=on
to go back and re·enforce or recut lines
that appeared weak on the plate.

•
•

•

•
Double transfers new to pl.te
one late

Double transfers existing on
plate one early

Plate craeks

In addition. the imprint and plate
number were added. This block

contains a full plate block.

Some double transfers existed on the
original plate and others resulted from

the rework.

Partial unused block of 82 without
gum from left pane of plate one after
reworking, plate one late. The rework

resulted in type rv Slamps.

In an effort to improve the condition of
plate J the plate was extensively cleaned

and reworked in early 1852 including
recutting all but onc position on the

plate and re-entering many positions.
This resulted in seven different recut
varieties. all shown here. as well as a

number ofdouble transfers.

Pronounced double transfers
and surface cracks.
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One Cent Stamp Plate One Late

Type IV

Unused OG
Triple transfer,
one inverted.
Position 7ILIl

e

Pleasant Run IX town postmark.
Bottom right comer, positions 88-90, 98-rooRrl.

Straddle show stamps from left pane and partial stamp
from right pane.

Positions 88-90LIl and 8IRrl

e

e
Cracked plate on collar.

Position 4IRIl
Partial imprint and plate

number'I'.
Position SORI l

Red grid.
Position 96Rrl

Boscawen NH town postmark.
Bottom left comer, positions 71-73> 81-83, 9I-93Rrl.

71, 81, 91 triple transfer. One inverted

e

Pre-printing paper fold.
Double transfer.

Position 7RIl

L:;;;;~~~~~-:Je

Philadelphia 'I' in octagon.
Position 92LIl

Position 88RIl
eL:;;;;;~~~~~e

Early printing on left. Late printing on right shows
break in bottom line. Both position 89RIl

One Cent Stamp Plate One Late

Type IV

Unused OG
Triple transfer,
one inverted.
Po ition 7rLrl

e

Pleasant Run IX town po tmark.
Bottom right corner, po ilion 8 '9°, 9 ·IooRll.

e

Partial imprint and plate
number'r'.

Position 50Rrl

lamp from left pane and partial
from right pane.

Po ilion 8'9oLrl and 8IRrl

Cracked plate on collar.
Po ition 4rR1l

e

Pre-printing paper fold.
Double transfer.

Po ition 7Rrl

~iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~e

Philadelphia 'I' in octagon.
Po ition 9 ZLIl

1";;;;~~~~;;;;;;:,,Ie

Early printing on left Late printing on right how
break in bottom line. Both position 89Rrl
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One Cent Stamp

Right Pane

Plate One Late

Type II
Only one pos ition of plate one late, 4R1, was not recut and remai ns a type II.

II

IV .. .. e

San Francisco CA town postmark cancels stamps.
Positions 4-9R.IL. Positions 5, 6, 7 and 9 have single recut at bottom. Only eight positions on the

plate have a single recut at bottom. Early printing where plate bruising not as prominent.

L:;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;I e
Positions 4 and r4RrL.

Late printing showing plate bruising positions 4,6 and 7. Position 7 shows 'horns'.

Printed matter wrapper from unknown town to Enfield CT. This wrapper, which is refolded, contained either eight newspapers or
a periodical or book weighing between nine and ten ounces. Stamps positions 3-roRrL

One Cent Stamp

Right Pane

Plate One Late

Type II
Only one position of plate one late, 4R1, was not recut and remai ns a type II.

II

IV .. .. e

San Frana co CA town postmark cancels stamp.
Positions 4-9RIL. Positions 5. 6, 7 and 9 have single recut at bottom. Only eight positions on the

plate have a single recut at bottom. Early printing where plate bruising not as prominent.

Late printing showing plate brUising positions 4, 6 and 7. Position 7 shows 'horns'.

Printed matter wrapper from unknown town to Enfield cr. This wrapper. which is refolded, contained either eight newspaper or
a p rioclical or book weighing between nine and ten ounces. Stamps positions 3-IoRIL
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One Cent Stamp Plate Two

Type II
By early 1855 the 1cent stamp plate was showing significant wear creating a need for a second production plate.

This plate bore a large, disfiguring flaw at the upper left yet it still went into production. All stamps on this plate are
type" except for position ggR, a type III, and lOoR which evolved into a type IliA. Plate two was used less than two

years before perforations were adopted.

Unused OG.
Position 97R2

L,;;;;; ;;;;;,Ie

Milan receiving mark.
Position 92L2

Shows rounded corner ofplate.
Unused OG. Positions 81, 91L2

Red paint from Mobile.
Double transfer.
Position 41R2

1..:;;; ;;;;;:Je

Positions 40, 50, 60R2

Reconstructed
Positions 31, 41, 51, 61L2

Left and right plate numbers and imprints

Unused OG
Top row show double transfers.

Positions' 61-62, 71-72R2

December 1856 folded address sheet from New York City to Philadelphia PA. Position 89R2 'the big shift'

One Cent Stamp Plate Two

Type II
By early 1855 the 1 cent stamp plate was showing significant wear creating a need for a second production plate.

This plate bore a large, disfiguring flaw at the upper left yet it still went into production. All stamps on this plate are
type II except for position ggR, a type III, and looR which evolved into a type IliA. Plate two was used less than two

years before perforations were adopted.

Unused OG.
Po ilioD 9 R2

Red paint from Mobil .
Double tran fer.
Po ilion 41R2

j
•."
i..

~
OJ
5
~
~..
lC •
.. C'I

g ,;
lC Z

"z<
"

Unused OG
Top row bo~ double tran fers.

Po ilioI15 61-62. 7I-72R2

December 1856 folded addr
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One Cent Stamp
Big Plate Two Flaw

..

Unused OG left comer margin block of 12 with a late example of the flaw.
The flaw opened wider with use which led to the plate being retired a little
after a year of service. This block shows surface cracks in the sheet margin
above the left side and to the left of position 112 and the partial misplaced

transfer above 112. Positions 1-4, lI-I4, 21-2412

Earlier printings showing the sections of the flaw before it reached the state shown above

Plate Two

Type II

Position zLz

Stitch watermark
Position lzLz

Shows bottom
end of crack

Position 33Lz

e

L:iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~ e
Cover from Nantucket to Boston MA. Three individual stamps.

Positions 23-2512

One Cent Stamp P_la_te_Tw_o
Big Plate Two Flaw Type II

Unused OG left comer margin block of 12 with a late example of the flaw.
The flaw opened wider with use whicb led to the plate being retired a little
after a year of ervice. This block shows surface cracks in the sheet margin
above the left side and to the left of position 112. and the partial misplaced

transfer above 112.. Positions 1-4. 1H4. 21-24L2

Earlier printings shOwing the sections of the flaw before it reached the state shown above

I.:iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii....:.l e

Position 2L2

Stitch watermark
Position 12L2

Shows bottom
end of crack

Position 33L2

l,,;;;;;;;;;;;;iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii;:J e

~ t~, ii. t:
.':1- j/" ?~Jt/,
e%J4/~' .u~

Cover from antucket to Boston MA. Three individual stamp.
Positions 23-2512
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One Cent Stamp Plate Two

Types III and Ilia

Type III stamps are open at the top and the bottom; type IlIa are open at only the top or bottom.
Plate two has one type III, position 99Rz, and one type IlIa position IOoRz.
Position 99Rz was originally entered too low relative to the bottom row and it was erased and
reentered causing the double transfer. The new entry was short transferred at both the top and
bottom resulting in the wide break characteristic of type III. Position 99Rz shows double transfer.
Position IooRz is only a type IlIa in later printings; in early printings position IooRz is a type II.

C/;6~ dI /J/Y/t~~ .
@ @~~ 4/~~Lv/V/

/

'If;;-// 4//(/f

.. .. e

New York City drop letter. 'Paid/U.S. Mail/City Delivery' carrier postmark canceling stamp.
Position 99R2 type III

IOoR2 type llla

Positions 97-99R2

~

looR2 type II
Most likely 1855 based on
impression. This would

be the earliest known use
ofa plate 2 stamp.

Unused original gum.
Early impression, position looR.2 type II showing a very

faint bottom line. Position 99R.2 type lll.
Position 89R2 type II with pronounced double transfer.

II II

II II

III II

Plate Two

Types III and Ilia

• Type III stamps are open at the top and the bottom; type IlIa are open at only the top or bottom.
Plate two has one type III, position 99R2, and one type IlIa position IooR2.
Position 99R2 was originally entered too low relative to the bottom row and it was erased and
reentered causing the double transfer. The new entry was short transferred at both the top and
bottom resulting in the wide break characteristic of type III. Position 99R2 shows double transfer.
Position IooR2 is only a type IlIa in later printings; in early printings position IooR2 is a type II.

One Cent Stamp

,...
./ /' / ./ r-

•

.. iiil ..
e

New York City drop letter. 'Paid/U.. Mail/City Delivery' carrier po t::mark canceling tamp.
Po ilion 99Rz type [II

1001<2 type lIla

9 -991<2

~III i III I

1001<2 type II
Mo t likely 1 55 b ed on
irnpre ion. Thi would

be the earlie t known use
ofa plate z tamp.

Unused original gum.
Early impression, position Ioolh type II shOWing a very

faint bottom line. Position 99R2 type Ill.
Po ition 891<2 type 11 with pronounced double tran fer.

I
II II

II II

III II
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One Cent Stilmp Plate Three
Type Jl

With lhe increasl!d demand for r..mj» .nd the bldly A_d pl,te', pllte 3 WIS productd in early 1!S6
and pl,lle 4 in early 1!S]. ImPtrfor.te stamps from pliles 3 and 4 wen pnrttl!d for a short Droll! befo~ be'''g

,eplfCed wilh per{or':ed Sl;mps. All platt 3s~mps Ire type U.

•

Fmb>:l . on
$ipn;r.Pnl _"....

PooItioa u4L-"t ....r.:.. <A<b. 'Jho, ~'.....5"'''
......liom '}j--?')lJ

610by iSs(; wuo:alod~~ <hHt &nm ~nnah CA 10 p,"'>do:..... RI.
'1'Yl'" 11 "*""'p """""' _hili-
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One Cent Stamp

Center Line and Imprint Examples

Plate Three

Types II

Position 9OL]

-

----- 1
Position GIR]

Folded address sheet boot-legged from Cuba emeting the mail in New York City as a drop letter.
On. 1ft"', r ,rJ.-d ·umpl·~ u~,-d ,m (I'\er (fIlm plale' J "h"v.mgcenterliIK

Position ZIR]

Prussian blue stamp

-

October 1856 unsealed folded circular from New York City 10 Richmond VA.
One of two Tl"CordL-d stamps on co\'~r showing part of the imprint from plate l

Position 41l]
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One Cent Stamp Plate Four

Top Row of the Plate
Plate four had wider spacing between the stamps in anticipation of perforating the sheets. This required burnishing

the plate between the impressions, leading to new types 12 and 1C as well as existing types II, III and Illi.

On plate fOUf, Type II stamps are only found in the top row ofthe plate.

I!=-;~--.:=-!I •
Position 5R4

......IIIIIIII-...... •
Unused. Position lOy

I!::::::o;;=:;:~,==;;~•
Unused. Position 1'2R4-

•
Position 214

~::;:;;;;;;;;~.
Posilion 84

IOV~T PROSPElT WATER CURE.
a }:'OL'II~ B~QO:n:: Co, N. T~

J. H. NORTH. lL D,
""ew

'89&8 ~ ~>

April 1859 drop letter from
Middlebury vr.

Position 114

•

Cover from Binghamton
NY to New York City.
Positions 7-9'4
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I.i;;;i;i;~,--~,

Type 101.
Curl on shoulder

Position 974

Il:o:=-=-~,
Type I...

Position tOO R.4
~----------="I ,Curl in 'C' of'CHIT .

Positions 96""97R4

~

One Cent Sta mP .;.P.:.;la:..:t.:.e.;.F.:.o.:.;.ur

Types la and Ie
Types la and Ie are found only on plate 4. Type la has a complete bottom with the top ornaments
and outer lines cut away. It also has a small plate Raw just outside and below the 'U.' Type Ie is
the same as fa at top but with some re-erasure of the right plume at bottom.

Rock Island IL year date town postm;nks.
Positions 8,.834

~

~---~,
Type Ie.

Position 9114

~==!J,
Type Ie,

Red carrier postmark.
Position 824

"'
lila

,.

...._.... '
Positions 80. 90, 1004

I'

.,

,

~=========---:.I'
Greenville SC drop letter,embossed ladies envelope. Stamp with curl on shoulder. Type Ie.

Position 8114
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One Cent Stamp Plate Four

Types III and Ilia

Reconstructed strip
types IlIa, lila, [[[

Positions 50, 60, 7oR4

I!::::====.I , ,
Unused DC Type ilia position 18"R4

Type III posilion 6814

..
Stamps types Ilia, II. III
positions 77L. zL.. 614·

Cover from Newark Valley to
Waverly NY.

Position zl is a type II
position but this stamp has a
dear break in the bottom line.

,

July 185] unsealed
circular from Albany

NY to Boston MA.
Stamp type Itl position

904 with inter-pane
guide line.

The circular announces
the discovery of a

minor ~planet~.

PAT D.
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Three Cent Stamp Orange Brown

The three cent stamp was issued for the 3 cent under 3.000 mile and 6 cent over 3.000 mile rates. It
was also used. often in conjunction with others stamps. to make up international rates.

The orange brown ink was used to print the 3
cent stamps during the last six months of 185!.
Plates one in all states. and both plates two. five
in the early state and plate 0 were printed with
orange brown ink. An orange brown shade of

ink was also used briefly 1856.
There are two major types of the three cent

stamp. types I and II. The type II stamp has the
inner vertical frame line recut

Type I Type II
Unes above enhanced to show location of

outer and inner vertical frame lines.

Unused OG bottom right corner block.
Type II Positions 77-80. 87-90. 97-rooR5r

Very thin paper

Type I Positions 51-5J. Gr-GJLIi

~~~e
Part India paper.
Position 5GLr'

Deep orange brown type II.

Type II Position 9IRz'Type II Position 88LJ

~~~e
Not part India
hut thin paper.

Type I Position JIRIiT~ype=~II":p~oiiiSiiiitIiii.o"'n~G~R~o eType II Position 10Lo
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Three Cent Stamp Orange Brown

Plate I early state had no imprint or plate number. Top cover from Wrightsville PA to Baltimore MD.
Stamp position 60Rl E Second cover from Boston to Mansfield OH. Small Boston red 'PAID' in grid

used for only 18 days. Stamp position 4IUE. Single stamp to right of second cover position 41 LIE.
Sheet margins on all three stamps show there was no imprints or plate numbers.

'( , L.. t:

Two recorded covers for
the right and one for

the left sheet showing
the imprint and plate

number missing.

Plate 2 early state had an imprint but did not have a plate number. The single stamp below position
50R2Eshows the imprint but no plate number for the right sheet
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Three Cent Stamp Orange Brown

Brown town
postmad..

Cover from
Hampton Falls to
Portsmouth NH.

L ,i-(

"===-=!J.
Inter-pane line.

large Boston 'PAID'.
Type II position 40LSi

New York Ship CancelCopper brown type II.
~~.
Charlottesville VA.

1856 Orange Brown Shade

~~a;,,...- ,

~~'P4/-,'f,

-cr.J~/7~I'"
"

~/n./f·;

Ii;

Stamp position 714, gash
on shoulder \'::I.riety.

May 1859 double rate co~"er

arned prhlltely by Wells
Fargo and Co. from San
Francisco 10 Roseburg OR.

L:;;;;;;;;;==~=========..:.I.



C of C Hartford CT August 1914 Imperforate Issues of 1851-1856 Frame 2 page 9 of 15



C of C Hartford CT August 1914 Imperforate Issues of 1851-1856 Frame 2 page 10 of 15

Three Cent Stamp Dull Red

•

_/~ A~;:t,
~~

Cover from Housatonic MA 10 Philmont NY. Blue town postmark..
Fin~ lines recut in the lOp Id't triangle. Position 9SUL

•

I..::::::::J •
Red New York City

Supplementary Mail
type A cancel. Type I

Right margin imprinl
TypellPositiollsoR2L

Slip or kiss printing
showing doubling at top.

Type II

•
Worn plate.

Type II Position :zRI L

~~=~.New York Year Dale 1857_
Type I Positions 46-494

Plate crack positions 74.
84. 94LSl type II.
Blue grid cancel.

Type I Position 57R8
~~~.

Steam Ship.
Type II Positions 3J-32L:zL

~~.
Red slar.
Type II

Type II Position 57LJ
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Three Cent Stamp Shade Varieties

Brownish Carmine

~~~~~e
Unused OC brownish carmine

part imprint type II
Unused DC brownish carmine.

Type I

~~=~~e
Brownish carmine reconstructed block of eight (rom two blocks of four
with blue Oberlin OH town postmarks. Type I Positions 31'34. 4I-44R7

Claret

Yellowish
Rose Red

f_

II ""=..!.'=~~~ II!i"~-'-~~~==]L!. - ell. e e
Claret plate crack. Partial imprint. Unused Claret. Claret major plate crack. Claret. straddle pane.

Type II Position 3ILSl Type I Position IoR6 Type II Position 94LSL Stitch watennark. Type I
Positions IOoL6 and 9IR6

Blue and red silk
threads.

Plate 7 left pane.

J 7l

Unused OG reconstructed block of six. Claret.
Type I Positions 6S·67. 75-77R.f ~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~ c

Embossed cover from Orrville to Salem OH. Stamp color is deep purplish claret. Type I
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Three Cent Stamp Shade Varieties

Experimental Orange Brown
The experimental orange brown shade usually comes from plate II and contains more

brown than the original orange brown. It was delivered October· December 1851.

New y~s Day January 1852 folded letter from Boston MA 10 Claremont NH.
Double transfer, tine through 'TIIR£E CENTS' and rosdtL's doubled. Type II Position 92RJl

Largest Recorded Multiple of the Plum Shade
The plum shade was delivered in 18S7 with plates 2L, 3 and 4-

-' 1

~~.....-~~--.......-----....""February 1857 folded address sheet from New Orleans LA 10 New York City. Stamps pay quadruple under ),000 mile nle.
Trpe II Positions 'P·"15R2.L
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Twelve Cent Stamp

The imperfom~ 12 ~nt sump, I$5U~ to proy,d@dom@stiCmultiplerates and help ma~@up foreign
rltn T~ stlmp WU printed from ont platt tnat had \WQ states About 2 Smillion stamps w@re
pnnl~ Tn@,@we'@appror.imltely one h~ndr~ llm~s more thre~ cent stamps than tw@l~ c@nt Stlmps
PM1~ and thus far f~, avall.blt tod.y
One re',@fwu us~ for the ent"" plate. Most pos;!lons 011 the plate had lhe frame hnes 'e(ut There
WU also re(utwg In lhe lowe, "gilt and left com"r. About 12% of the poSitions show a dOl.lble
lransf"r.

r.." SUteli ofplalf OM

tnl~.II"'~0(pto .. with no imprint
Un,,<fd 0(:. P<>olllo'" 6,-6 ... ".,.!.l

"""""" 5' 1.0
"'"",'mQ ,mpnnt.
Ul'" Male oflhe

pl>l.

E~ bar arrubr llf'lI.
""""""" ,~o. ';,.0. .<;'_jO. 17"'0!.l
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Twelve Cent Stamp _

Reverse
J.2X

Pre-printing paper fold.
Position 96L

.~~...
Printed on both sides.
Original side shown.

Position 7R

Very thin paper.
Blue cancel.

~"==:=J.
Unused OG.
Position 69L

Straddle shows stamp
from left pane and parti21

stamp from right p:me.
Positions GoL and SIR

P~""-i-ti-On-'-'-O~R~'-n~d~'-O~..

Margin Copies

I§§~~'
utI! stale showing imprint

Positions 70, 80R
Position GL

•
Positions 97"99R

Positions 37-40L
~~=!J.

Position 9'R
~§~.

Position IL
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Twelve Cent Stamp Plate Varieties and Cancels

•
Blue and red Cincinnati

town postmarks.
Position 9R

•
Double transfer.

Position gL

~~~.
Triple transfer.

Position SR

•
Red grid. Double I:r2nsfer.

Position 4R

~~""'.Double transfer.
Position 3R

~~~~~.
Right stamp shows scratch on head

variety. Positions 4N4R

~~~~~.
Red 'PAID/24', Righi stamp double

transfer. Positions 66.G7R

~~.
Blue Cincinnati OH

town postmark.
Position IgL

~--==':!I.
Chicopee star.
Position G8L

Black Star.Red '10' in circle.
Position 71R

Red 'PAID'.
Position G8l

May 1857 caver from $1. Joseph
MO to~s England. The t ....oo

right margin leA: frame stclmps ,
showing guide lines, pay the 2..4

cent rate to England.

Traveled on American packet
Columbia from New York 6 June

arriving in liverpool 17 June.
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Ten Cent Stamp Typ..:.!
Relief'C'

The imperforate 10 cent stamp was issued in the spring of 18S5 to pay the new over 3,000 mile rate as well as
international rates. One plate, plate 1, produced all the imperforate stamps. There was only one state of plate 1. Three
reliefs were used, responsible for type I, type II, and type III stamps. Type IV stamps are recut positions. The ten cent

stamp was only available for 24 months before perforations were applied, one-third of the tIme for the first three values.

Type 1stamps have the bottom complete. But the outer line above the top label as well as the
outer lines above the 'X' in ovals are missing. All type I stamps are produced from relief'C'
and are only from the bottom row of both panes. Twenty out of two hundred positions (10%)
produced type I stamps.

1!=o;;o=::::;::;;:;;;;;;;!J •
Unused OG.

~...,....~.
Position looL Position 91R

~~~.
Position 92L

~:--=~.
Dark green.
Position 98L

Cover from LoweU MA
to Columbia CA.

Stamp paying the over
3,000 mile rate 10

California via Panama.

•

Co\'er from Yreka CA 10
Elizabeth Town KY.
Stamp paying the O\'er

3,000 mile rate from
California via Panama.
Charged 10 box 11J;
stamp most likely
applied by postmaster.

&~ ~//.I-

;J~ dZt, ~Uud6~5'

rf't~~l7..~

Y)~ f.:;" vr0



C of C Hartford CT August 2014 Imperforate Issues of 1851-1856 Frame 3 page 2 of 16

Ten Cent Stamp Typ'!"!!
.;.,;;,;.;...,;;==="'-----------------------R-e-:I-ie-:f-:'A~'-N-o-t-"Recut

~=~,
Position loR

Straddle pair. Positions 20L and IH2R
,,"=====-"J ,

Unused OG.
~~,
Right margin imprint.

Position GaR

~~--.-~o==o==~;==-:--0!1 ,
January t857 Ne..... Orleans town postmark. Lefi: stamp shoW!

strongest double transfer on plate. Positions }'-}4L

Left margin imprint.
Double transfer.

Position 51L

~~~~

Type II stamps show the full design at top, have the outer line at bottom broken in the middle
and the shells partly cut away_ Type II stamps were produced from relief 'f:\ and come from
rows 1, 2,4.6 and 8 of both the left and right pane. Ninety-three positions (46%) are type II.

~~~,
'Red Aachen Ff2Jlco'

boxed transit and black
town postmark.

L!o=~~~~e
Position IR

~~~~~~~~,
Decorative lady's cover from Stockton CA to Indian Orchard MA.

Stamp pays greater than 3,000 mile rate.

Ne~w~YO-,~k~o~'-e-.n~M~.~il~type--~[~[[~"--n-"~I.~Rig~·~h~t~,~"-m-p~d-on~b~le""tt-.n-,~fer~
Positions 17o ;zoR

~~-"J,
Black dots cancel.

~~-"J'
Red cancel.
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Ten Cent Stamp Type III

Relief 'B' Not Recut

Type III stamps have the tops cut away as in type I and the bottom cut away as in type II. Type
III stamps come from rows 3, 5, 7 and 9 of the left and right panes as well as three positions
in row 1. The row 1 positions are misplaced reliefs. Seventy-nine positions (40%) are type III.

Largest recorded strip of type III stamps.
Positions 83-90R

Left margin imprint
Position .pL

~~,
Unused. Misplaced
Relief Position zL

~~~~--=~,
New OrlelUls black lown postmark. Guide line.

~~~,
Red paint Mobile Ai

lown postmark.
Tiny lear al bottom.

~----~,
Red grid cancel. Incoming steamship letter that entered the mail in New York City on route to Lynchburg VA. The origin

is nol known. The pair of stamps pays either double the 10 cent under 2,500 mile rate or the 20 cent
over 2,500 mile rate. Positions 86·87R
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Ten Cent Stamp Combination Types

Type II and III

Blocks with type II top
and type III bottom

I!====~.
Positions 19-20, I9-3oR

Top right double transfer.

II

"'

II

"'

II

"'

Positions 16.17. 26'27L

I!==~.
Positions 79. 89. 99L

"'
II

"'

AUguSt18s6 cover from Narrowsbough NY to Vienna Austtia. The letter left New York on American packet
Washington 9 August arriving in Southampton 23 August. Stamps paying the 30 cent rate to Austria.
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Ten Cent Stamp

f::~
fJ Recut top ~

and bottom -III, ......

"'~ £ .
~~~l
'~

Type IV

Recut Positions

Type IV stamps are type II or III stamps that have their outer lines at the top or bottom or both
recut. Eight positions are recut: three at the top only, three at the bottom only, and one both
top and bottom. Two positions recut at top are also recut over the 'X's.
All eight type IV positions are present in this exhibit.

Position 63-64L 64L
Only position recut top

and bottom.

.~"'":'"~;;;=~ e
Red grid. Position 3Rt

Only recut position
from the right pane.
The misplaced relief

e

Red paint.
Position 76L

Position 74L

Double rate embossed lady's cover
from San Francisco CA to Walden NY.
Positions 86·87L. Recut top including
over each 'X'.

. -,

--. Rl!cut top label and OVl!f both 'X's
.....--... Recut top label '-'"'" Recut bottom labd

Position 65L. Recut top including over each ·X'. Letter from Cleveland OH to San Francisco CA.
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Ten Cent Stamp =-:-__C;.;o:.,.m=bi:.,.n..:;a.;...ti.:.o:.,.n_T",YP,-eo:s

With type IV Recut Positions

• • "'-../ '-../

.----... "~"• • '"'-../

~~~~~~.Left block type IV. right vertical pair type II
and III. Positions 54-56, 6",-66L

~~~~~~~~~~~......~--:I.
October 1856 folded letter from New York to Glogau Prussia. Left New York on October II on the Collins line

steamer Baltic arriving in I..iverpool22 October. Middle stamp 'curl in he2d' ~riety. Positions 84-86L

.----...
II IV II IV

'-../

1St thru 4th stamps
(right two stamps type Il)

~==============.I.
Strip of six positions 7n8L

.....--..-.. >l«ul lOp label a!>d OYer bolh 'X's
......--... Recut lOp l1bel _ Rml! b:>ttom libel
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Five Cent Stamp

The imperforate 5cent stamp was issued in early 1856. There was no compelling reason to issue
the 5cent stamp but it was applied to foreign rates such as British Open Mail or the 1857 French
treaty rate. The stamps were issued perforated during 1857 leaving the imperforate stamps an active
lifespan offewer than eighteen months. There is only one type. There are two plate varieties, a
double transfer and a defective transfer. There are far fewer 5cent stamps than other values.

~~='I'
Unused OG .

.....~--...... ,
Wilmington DE town postmark.

Small tear lower left stamp.

~~-!I'
Inner-pane line.

New Orleans town postmark.
Positions I, II, :;iIIR

~~-!I'
New Orleans lown

postmark.

L!-=~=-:::o::=====;====="1 '
Wilmington DE town postmark. Partial imprint Philadelphia town postmark.

Doubl~ transf~r on far right Stlmp. Positions 37-40R

Defecth'~ or damaged
lr.lnsfer.

Position 2}R

~~~,
Pre-printing
paper fold.

~§~'Partial imprint
Position 50R

Partial imprint
Position 51L
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Five Cent Stamp

Black town postmark Blue town postmark
from Yankee Jim's CA. from Colima CA.

T.....o pairs used from California mining towns.

~~~,
~wn town cancel.

~ i¥l'
Blue town canceL

I!======~'
Belgian accountancy.

Inter-pane line.

~~::iI'Steamship cancel. ~~':-!l'NY Ocean mail.

~~-!I,
Red wafRe.Black grid.

~~,
Black town posnnark.

~~~,
Red Trenton NJ
town postmark

~~-!"Red and black cancels.

,
March 1858 cover from Donaldsonville LA to Barjols France. Mixed franking, JO cent stamp perforated

type II stunp from plate I. The fi,"e cenl sUmp shoVt'S a defecth-e tr.msfer position 2JR.
The letter left New York City on 13 March aboard Glasgow & NY Steamship Company packet New

York. This ship was substiruted for the Collins line thai could not provide service.
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Precancels

Stamps that are canceled or killed prior to being applied to a letter or circular and usually prior to
being taken to the post office are known as precanceled stamps. This practice was first used in

volume with the issue of 1851, most often on circulars and newspapers.

~~~~~~~~.
Pair of I cent type rv stamps on WT3pper with 'PAID' and .~'

precancels used 10 mail a newspaper, the February %. 1857
Americl.n Eagle, 10 a subscriber. This piKe is the disco\'el'}" copy

that pro~~d the source of these precancels is Oen!l.:l.nd OH. hl'l'"
The fonl used matches that used to print the newspaper. They

probably printed a sheet ;l.l a time on their press.

•
'C~/-

~========~=iiii;;;;;;;;!I.

Cover from Kimberton PA
to West Chester PA. Stunp
precanceled with pen. The
stamp contains part of the

stamp below it which shows
the precancel lines extending

to the additional stamps.
Stamp is yellow rose red.
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Unofficial Separations Applied to Stamp,' OReoe"'"'~tt",ed

As more and more stamps w~re ~ngu~ tht IDl;Om'eruence Qfcutting them out indIvidually sent many ~~arching

for better approaches. SOOJ:l the Post Office Department IIo1)uld m01l~ to perforated lumps as they hd 1lI Engj;jJ:ld.

•

,

~o~,t?--t...~~.J

~aM ~./u-. U-e.:6--,
r- -~

•

~1>f<' ,85l fOl&d u ......led arrubr fn>Ill N<'W York City La BamansYill< can"". W-.:l, l'llo ,
cent .tamp paid~ to the boarder ,d d... In c.m>d.>.

....... " -.I _
_ porf_. c.,.

(

(

\.

•
SawLaoll, roul<lIM .... 9 '0 '0, Prod\O«d by tho 1""'""""".

April'8s7 """Of (ru", 8<,~It NY 10 IIltd"""r cr. Clu<l posillon 91L7
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Unofficial Separations Ap.elied to Stamps

[
i

\

Chicago 12 1/2 Perforations

One offive
recorded
covers with 1

cent Chicago
perforations.
Earliest docu
mented use.

29 May 1856
unsl!all!d
circular from
Chicago II to
Exeter MA.

21 July 1856 folded letter
from Boston MA to
Fisherville TN .

F===~'

I

,

Two of four recorded ~';;'~=========~========~~~ii~~covers with Chicago
perforations used out·

side of Chicago

Cover from Fort Des Moines
IA to New York City.

..._-------_.....
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Section Two: Domestic Rates and Marking::;s -..::;U;.;n:.:d::;e:.,.r~3,.::;O;.O:.:O.:.M:.;;..ile::s
Domestic Letter Rates Single 3Cent Rate

The basic rates introduced in July ,85' were 3 cents under 3,000 miles and 6 cents over 3,000 miles.
The 6 cent rate was later increased to 10 cents. The drop rate was 1 cent and circular rates were 1, 2 1

3,4 and 5cents depending on distance, later reduced to' cent for all distances. This section shows
the stamps used for the different rates and a variety ofauxiliary markings and fancy cancels.

I July· First day of issue

1July 1851 folded letter from
Lowell MA to Chillicothe OH.

Orange brown stamp with
recut inner lines, type II.

Position nLl[
Blue town postmark.

,-' !
(( ""

/

/
-,

J'au ,~'{/7,

Folded address sheet with part of
letter from Randolph Macon CoUege

VA to Dials Creek NC.
In 1830 Randolph Macon College

was founded in Boydton VA by the
Methodist Church and moved to

Ashland VA in 1868.
Starnpislypell.

CO~"er from Urbana OH to Peoria IL

Position loR2 dull red type Ii stamp.

Largest recorded margins on a 3cent stamp:
17 I{Z 111m top and 16 mm right.

Green town osttnark
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(""ef from San franc..oo to
us N,vy >h,p I""" I-Ion""'"
d.p1oytd \0 ""Srl >O.nd
Wnh",S'OfI 1"nl<>,., to hdp
'"ppo>. on 1""_ "I"',inl_

TI'lH IV 011 ..nat< ''''0< top and
bonom positiotl••&. )8. ~8L1'

0-
Used On West Coast

Con< &om Shallb
to Soon .~.-a> 0-

Ad<I....Md 10 tho -,.,..." ..
Trpo , ....." .. ;. ut,

........ The,••.""......~w. """'" ......
N.....-boJ ,~tiI

1-Y'15&

J..-y 11S1'- &om s
-....... $Knm....o

CA. M>tlo:inc "NC\RR POSr
roIon '0 1M N","J0_
Ri_ Routt Mfwtm So.

Fr_Wo and s....monlO.

Stamp l'I'P"' I,

--
•

,
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Domestic Letter Rates Under 3,000 Miles
Double 3 Cent Rate

Deambfi 1855 cover from
Washington City DC to
Goshen CT. Double the
under 3,000 mile ute.

Type II stamps from the
left pane, show the center

line. For both positions left
frame line tlkes place of

inner frame line. Positions
90 and rooL}

March 1853 folded letter
from New York City to
Philadelphia PA.
Double rate paid with
diagonal bisect of 12 cent
stamp. Bisect accepted by
both the New York and
Philadelphia post offices.

JJJr
~o-$,~

\..L'-----;ry'--~ .LS". _ / g.r~-

--.
I,

,

Co\"ef from Colwnbia
TX to Washington
DC. Transfer of')

cenl stamp image to
emoelope due to fold.
I cent stamp type IV.

5cent stamp right
margin showing the

center line.
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Domestic Letter Rates Under 3,000 Miles
Underpaid Double Rate

Before 1 January 1856 unpaid rates charged at 5 cents per half ounce. After 1 January 1856 there
was no longer an unpaid rate. 3 cents per half ounce charged for overweight as well as forwarding.

•

.-~

&-~~~~£.c:
Jz~~:'

,

Before 1 January 1856

June 1852 folded address sheet from Boston MA to New York City. The letter was between 1/2 and 1 oz. 3 cent stamp
underpaid the double rate. Due 5 cents. 'Duels CIS' making in circle used in Boston between March 1853 until July 1854.

Double transfer IGENTS' shrft, with three lines recut in upper left triangle. Position 66R2L

After 1 January 1856
Used on West Coast

c.
29 ';.

<Glliiil~e; a \ ;./
':::.- ...-

I} d 1J&c-~~v--c L~Jt:4
~04
~~.~

~Ly~~

August 1856 folded letter from Stockton CA to Sacramento CA. Letter references enclosed contracts.
'DUE' and 'J' markings most likely applied in Sacramento.
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, «~Lllyp.: IV, I

""" 'w II //,

<

J"'''''1 ,!p ....... fto",
OWeaao IL to Fott a.........
llt_TX.

a.oro '!S7 poamooll..... _""'.
.5tampqop. rv~
.wl, lWl.II .. boct-.
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Domestic Letter Rates Over 3.000 Miles
via Panama Single 6 Cent Rate

Wreck Mail

July 18S3 folded address sheet to
Boston MA entered the mill1 in
San Francisco. The bisect accepted
in San Francisco, New York ilnd
Boston.

The letter left San Francisco 16 July
on the John l. Stephens arriving in
Panama 29 July. From Aspinwall to
New York on the Georgia arriving
29 August.
Integral ratc 'PAID/G' postmark.

,

os _ •

~~~J7tii?

~k/L

<'
--4.rJyJ'J

March 1852 cover
from Marysville CA to

Painesville OH.
Stamps type II positions

7S-80llt. Second and
sixth stilmps double

transft'r.

.." .November 1853 cover from
Sonora CA to Balamazoo MI.

Carried on Star Route 5062
10 San Francisco. Put on the

Steamer Winfield Scott to
Panama but was wreilked

on the Anle.pa Islands on
2 December 1853. Mail was

recovered and eventuillly
sent on via Panilmil.

Frve CXOImples rKorded ..... Ith
this Namc-of-Boal cachet

\

S' 'f. \~ l' \'
\)

\',
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R
~v"':ia~P;;:a:-:n:-:a-:m:-:a:-------------------------;D"o:-u""Lble 6 Cent Rate

Underpaid

April 18S3 folded letter
!Tom San Fnncisco to
Boston MA..
The letter left San
F~dsco 17 April
on the Northerner
arriving in Pan3ma
3 M;ly. The mail was
carried across the
isthmus to Aspinwall
and to NewYorX on
the Cr~cent Gty
ilrriving 24 May.

•

Cover to Westfield MA
entered the mail in San
Francisco.
Block of four pays the
double rate.
Stamps positions
36,37.46,47R,l.

/, 11 1-,

•

I

August 185} c.over from Boston
to S~n Francisco CA.

letter endorsed to go via
Nicaragua on Vanderbilt's

Independent Line ship Star of
the West. However the ll!tt!:r

entered the mail in Boston and
was sent via Panama.

Double rate letter underpaid.
Manuscript 'Due 10' for

unpaid postage applied in
Boston. Box number '+48~'

applied in San Francisco.

~====~====~~.
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Domestic Letter Rates
via Panama

Over 3,000 Miles
Single 10 Cent Rate effective 1 April"'i85s

Privately carried to New York from Bordeaux France

S~ptember 1856 folded letter
from Bordeilux France to San

Francisco CA.

New York Oceiln Mail type III
cancellation. Stamp is type II.

&-~_ g. _A:.....<4~"'-/

.L...;/-A"-E.~.;?

Cover from Auburn NY
to San Francisco CA.

,

Milreh 1857 folded address
she.et from New York City to

San Francisco CA.

Type III Ocean Mail
postmark. Block of 3 stamps
are brownish carmine. 1 cent

stamp type IV.

-
c....::. 1"~ /~. 4~ ?;E

&::: ""*-~

I..!;;;;;;;;;===========~,
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Bisect

(.m·er from Wrentham MA
to San Fmtcisco CA.
Bisect accepted to p"y one
cent of the 10 cent over
3,000 mile n.te.

CoYer from Fiddletown CA
to Sdo NY. Stamps brownish

carmine positions 1·3L..8, gash on
shoulder. Center stamp with pre·

printing paper fold.
Th!: postmuter nn out of I cent
stlmps "nd u.sed the manuscript
'P"id I' 2S;;I provisioJl21 measure

since prepayment v.ith stlmps
W2S mand2tory. Plate 8 W2S not

used until after January 1856.

•

•

(

Partial payment in cash

July 18S7 cover from New
Yon: to Siln Frilncisco CA.
'Due 4' hilndstilmp
applied in Siln Francisco
for payment due. Partial
payment was accepted.

Type III Ocean Milil
postmark.

•
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Domestic Letter Rates Over 3,000 Miles
::;vi:"a~P';'a:';n:';a:';m;":';a="-'==----------------;:F"ro-m-H~a-w-a"'ii-, ""S-ec-o::"';nd Treaty Period

The Dawson Cover
Lahaina - Honolulu - San Francisco· Panama· New York

Only recorded use of the 2 cent Hawaiian stamp on cover and the only recorded co"er with two
different denominations of Hawaiian Missionary stamps.

,
Oclober 1852 cover from L1.haina, MaUl, Sandwich Islands to New York City.

Sent by William Dawson who most likely applied the 3cent stamps and paid the Lahaina postmaster seven
cents in cash. The Lahaina postmaster applied the Hawaiian stamps to indicate prepayment ofboth the five

cent Hawaiian internal rate and the two cent stamp ship fee.
Lahaina to Honolulu arriving -4 October. 5October, placed on sailing ship Mary A. Jones for San Francisco.
Arriving San Francisco 26 October. Believed by Pacific Mail Steamship Company Northerner departing 30

October to Panama where carried across isthmus of Panama to Aspinwall and placed on the Georgia.
2 cent and 5cent blue Hawaiian stamps both type II, right hand positions.

3 cenl1851 brownish carmine pair type II, positions 41-42Ul.

History of the Dawson Cover
The letter shown above is from a correspondence between William Dawson and his sister. Eliza. William was living
on the Sandwich Islands (now call the Hawaiian Islands) between 1851 and 1853 where he wrote a number ofletters
to Eliza. The Dawson family had business interests including a lumber yard and leather tanning factory. The letter is
addressed via William's father Jacob at the lumber yard_ Over the next fifty years the tannery business declined. and

the factory was likely abandoned by 1900. The family remained in Newark during this period.
It is logical that the letters to Eliza and other family papers qwere retained by their mother and upon the mother's

death discarded. Most likely the family used the old factory to dispose of family papers b)' burning them in the
furnace. Miraculously over-stuffing of the furnace snuffed out the fire. Years later, while renovating the building for

reuse, a workman, cleaning out the furnace, and with some knowledge ofstamps, saved a number ofletters including
the one shown above. This amazing sequence ofevents preserved a group ofhistoric letters from the Sandwich

Islands. Only a very small burn mark on the left side of the envelope above shows its near miss from the fire.
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Domestic Letter Rates
via Panama

Inbound to Hawaiian Islands

Over 3,000 Miles
To Hawaii, Second Treaty Period

One of two recorded covers inbound to the HawaHan Islands with a Missionary stamp

o

~~~~iiiiiiiiiiiiii~iiiiiiiiiiiiii....:.l '
Cover from Auburn MA to Lahainaluna Maui, Hawaiian Islands. December 21 Auburn manuscript

postmark. The letter traveled from Auburn 10 New York City and to Panama, San Francisco and then to
Honolulu. The letter is addressed 10 the sister of Hawaii's first postmaster.

It is likely that the letter left Massachusetts in December 1852, departing New York City onlhe Georgia
5January 1853, and arriving in Panama 14 January. The letter would then arrive in San Francisco on the

Orego/'l5 February. The American bark Pathfinlkrcarried the mail to Honolulu arriving 27 February.

5cent blue Hawaiian stamp type I, left hand position. 3cent 1851 brownish carmine pair. positions 73·
74Ll Plate wear indicates tha.tthis wa.s a. bter printing.
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Domestic Letter Rates Over 3,000 Miles
v,a Panamil From Hawa, Third Treaty Period

During the mll'd treat)' period. (16 May 185110 30 August 186}) the toQI postage required..-u T7 cents. Fi'"e
o:nts {or HIW1ilan postlgt'. UmtM Stlb:$ postll;\". TO (cnl:l (Mower }.OOO =Ia. and II cent hlp fte. The
I) «Ill stlmp requlrtd I .. cent payment 1:1 ash or ifuS<!d with a) Ctnl lamp resul~m an O"erp;tyment

l1oo<,..,.,b<, IS!S 1<110' from Hilo to~ H,rt<>r NY. ,0.,~ II""...." ~"" 1<:110' .... rOl"oW~ to Soulh>rnl""" N..... Yod"
M:muO<nI" 'F"""a'<Icd I for I cenl. d... f<>r f("...,ard'"i' 4 0:1'bI ....1 paid in <ash in Hllo l<> p:l)' H.'....,.:m """."

The II <:eal H....>il>JI ...."'1' _ ~ll.:d ."d lh<: Ii ee," US lu-ml' 'I'pbo<! m IkmaluIu. n.. k1l..... dcpancd Honolulu I
Januuy ,35<' omvtrol,n SalF~ f1 INlIIUY The loti... ....., amrdlo 1'm2m.I."" tllfllolw L SIepbeps <!<'pmuI1 s.m

~1'2naIO> <lIl ., J.....aryanl~ ; F<obtu.1Jy ........ Pm-.. In ""'" Yool<~~
0... """ ... "'<l«I ,,,,,"u',a... '"'" ""('"

• J
"'-·.cd In/, /,/1<; 7. "

1<, -" ,
/"6""1"' I. •

•• / '''': L"'~

/> ••
~.

•
AprlI18$1 """" from l..hauta Malli 1<> B«>o:>lJyn NY l>ftt;on.d IlanolWu on tbt- FIIl01 Major anlvinI
III 5.>u h'nM"",:1.8 Apnl. tell 5"" F....,oo<o 'h'" d>y on ,tHo {"*left G21. ar",,,'ll ill Paoama ,3 M>.r

0"" (o.1lI.t2rn1" po)' ,be I~II' r", and ,h. ten <<Irt typ; 1 poi, pay tho d""bl<' "". <T<><' «>unlT)'_
11'''-'';,,11 po>lallc paid In <.>.h,

O:lIly" •• J..,J "... .,f ,I><- Joe"", '11"" ' ..''''l'' f"'<t1 ) t. """
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Domestic Letter Rates Over 3,000 Miles
From Hawal , Third Trcilty Peflod

~1~6 """"" m"" Hu.oIlllv. \0> Sow H..-m cr Thr S""" 1!nIz>m-"p" • lint pnmi..zd
pm rhr I~~_ Tho " ""'" .......p palol "'" <JIlH ).000 10,. ... pbIo Ib< • a:al >hips roe.

no: _ Wi ..-whI .. ,Iw hri Fl2D<D l'olmc:> .... ,~, II>Il """"" in '"" ~......-SP=zry.
....,.,., ... ~tm1<."1KI>ID P:mmm.1o.'2'<iIlIl1 jail..,.... do< ,...,.L~"

Thl' 5 Cl'D! proYl$lo~1 "'"U n~rydtl~ fO a shomge of5 Cl'D1 Stlmp$ at the beginning
ofISS7. New 5Dmps arrived b)- jtln~ 1857·

,

I •,
\

M:m:h .8s7 ,,"""-~ from HoooIuIu to~ Yoric (.)'y n.."""~>l:imp i< Cart lYPl' 1wiIb Io<t/l.flo&- TIlt
,. "en' .l:.lmp wu.pp/lfd In HotIOInJu :md l"'id 11M- ""'" ).000 1011< ~e pl... lbo • ~.. o:ap.alD.'~_

Tho!~ ..... c:omrd "" Il.. ~..t Yankee dcpan;"a Honolulu IT M31Th md Il'm'I'nll m S"" F""",,,",,u l April
~·",m s.", I'",,,,,,,.,,u ,t~ """t tv !'anal,," on ,be Cold... GIl<' l M"l' Imvmi ,A MIY, tho: 1<<<,., ."",...<1 in

Ne9.' York 18 M,y "" ,1M- I1llnOl•.

•
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Domestic Letter Rates
via Overland Route

Over 3,000 Miles
From HawaII ThIrd Treaty Period

Llo!ffmh,,, '&"9 """" fro", H",,~lulu'0 N<'* 8<:df""d MA, n.. 5..... t'#nl ..~mp"" ,hon ...b~. pape' fivm tJ..:
.wmnd pn"ting ""y> ,be HaW2iia" POOlai' Tbo u """ ",'mp I"Y" tho".....,. ).000 ,,,,It: M~ tlle "","1 ,hip ",""

The "ap<:rin ofln. N~.. Il<'df"'" ...loa\<, 01,,<,.. wnti"lj to IW; ...ife, ~.'" lhe Iclte, '0 GUma" 8. en.", MIIvn '0
'he pool olf,,,. io Hon,.,h,t" I·,io' (,,1""0 "".1 hall,I'llunp 00 f,ont or0:0'<'. Tbo loiter le-ft Hm.,h,l\I I.l«"~o.r
(, on tl>< t>.u. Y.,,,'''' .m""g on SlIl, 1".''''....0oW D«;cmbe. Th. 10".. mill«! to. ,.,m0l> ,,, ~:m.m••nd .....
m.at'W ..;'h ,,,," 'OVI'RIANIl' h.",l.,"",p Iud fOUled OIllh. al.> Deoernbot- Hon.m.1d ",~lo ho.<hng F.ad.

5ill r",,"'~,.J b ",'r< "'"h m","" ff1"k,n~.,1<1'OVUIL'J' D' h.",b"lll~

l~ «Wtf fn>rn Iionolulu HI'" lln><>l1yo~. Tho~... om, st:>mp on ,ttl" ...hUt 1'"1"'" from ,hr _'-"'"
prllltUl$l"l" ,,,," II• ....,"""~' TIt< U «1l1 ..amp pars lhe 10 <lm' """". Mllnny~ pI..... «n! .lop ,,"'.

LalC .... oClM ImJ"!'llOt.'lt " ~ <l2Tnp.
The lette, Ion Honolulu I M'y "" ,0. ,o,,,,,,nc...,, B..k F,..,,,-~ Palm", an1vlni ill san. Fr.tnd"'" tl M"y ..""'"
it eOlorN US m.U ,'rom s',n 1,,.,,,,,,...0 by ,t., Bun<~fWld Stilii' R<>ute '0 Ntw Yod<. No ""'~ng ;n."."cri/>n•

....... ""Ium.<1 ,i"ce ti,;" ..., lb. deraul, fCIIltUtg >l,bi, limo'
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Domestic Letter Rates Over 3,000 Miles
Not Handled by the US Post Office Carried Privatery

Stamps were required by law even when mail was carried privately. These letters had
the postage properly paid with stamps but were never handled by the post office.

"

Sept~mber 1854 folded letter from
san Francisco to Scotland. The letter
~ft San Francisco I September on the
Uncle S2m to Panama City arriving
15 5q)tmlber. Crossed the Isthmus to
AspinW3.11 where it was turned over to
the British post office. The letter did
not enter the mail in the us.
One shilling due on delivery in
Scotland.
In September 1854 Vanderbilt has
sold the North Slar and mail destine
for New York was taken to San Juan
del Norle, Nicaragua for passage 10
New York.

On the East coast. almost all mail was taken to the post office and sent via Panama from New York. The letters below
were privately carried East to West. via the Nicaragua route. to San Francisco and delivered privately.

rr-=~=::====~====~~~~~~~R1j~~~i~~j~~r~j
. .(!tJ 1I!7!F~

May 18)4 folded address ~ ~- .4./"~ _~ __ '; __ . T ¥

,hee' 'oS'n F""ci"o CA. /f.V "L&e",~'-.//,.crr~H'h-

The letter departed New ~.d- • •
York on sMayon the ~G/'r~~~

Northern light ""d mi"d /l--.-J~ £)n- 4;7-
in San Francisco 3 June on i7 /°7

the Cortes.

M;rn:h r854 COVet" to San Francisco CA delivered by
Adams Express.

The letter departed New York on 5 March on the
Star of the West 10 San Juan Norte and arrived in
San Francisco rG April on the Cortes.
Nicaragua Line handstarnp applied in New York
most likely by the Nicaragua Steamship Company.
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Domestic Letter Rates Over 3,000 Miles
Carried Privately From San Francisco via Nicaragua Entered the Mail in New York

,

COIlt, ~O'" s," F.."c;><~(A '0
B,I"",... MO,

OtIivt<od '0 ,~. boo' by ~,., b'lI
~.."" 'n.. N"""c..~·
BiO«! '"<'Plod ;" 5.>" F<.",;_.
Now Yorio. .1Id ll.oll;""",.

,

,

/ I-
i /../ Uj

, !l
) )

I, ..-
/J ) ,.

I- ~ -

~" 0"",.; 1/,.........,r
11M ,udim dlfd,./~

j£,,,hi /';'~l.
_/JIr_f,

!"~(t~ctf (;~ 4-

Si IWI JHl JO (,:if,

I 4~ vn:n~v:.jJ:·~ "1):".-
"{ /('(7777 f'N~

/3 /i ((7 ~-; r ('! '-

It -f)

~-----7~';~(-"'-~'":-c-~======'"

......,., ,'~6 _ """
....bunt CA 10 a.",,",,, VT.

C.necl_ <II tho .... '"'"'
AuNt.. to SKr_ art<I

...... to So" HIlft<OKO. Co,,~
"" 1M NQ """..

to N....Y...~ City ~

ml<red lI.. ",.il. T_ ,"'"
..."'l'Ol"".....

Tho I<clet cottled~
ouIIOle ..... "'•• tryO"

""PO"" ,_p."" .rrtiI ~
~ ,,,. "'•• in N_ Yorl<.

lIoillou.. wn dIE .,ed ,,,tho
>IUs> by Ionct NtOf*-G L

l&wod. St>II_ c..m_
_ .".~lJ

,
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Domestic Letter Rates Over 3,000 Miles
Bisect Not Accepted

While bisecting stamps was never approved by the Post Office Department they were often but not
always accepted. In late 1853 the department clearly stated that bisects were not permitted.

via Nicaragua privately carried to New York

•
September 1853 folded letter from San Francsco CA 10 Boston MA via. Nicaragua. The postmaster in New
York City refused to recognize the bisect and rated the letter as a ship letter with 7 cents due. 5cents for

postage beyond ew York and 2 cents captain's fee. The letter left San Frandscoon the Cortes 16 September
and arrived in New York City 9 October on the Star of the West

via Panama

Ir

~~ +~~:

~arL/

vh.u-- #rr-L
~============i.I.

July 1854 cover front from Honolulu to Albany NY. Earliest recorded use of the first printing of the
5cent Hawaiian stamp paid internal Hawaiian postage. 12 cent bisect was not accepted by the San

Francisco postmaster and 12 cents due. 2 cents ships fee and 10 cents over 3,000 mile rate for a letter
not pre·paid. leO Honolulu on the Boston 4 July to San Francisco and then to Panama on the Winfield

Scott and into New York 10 September on the Illinois.
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nom Ii Drop Rate

Dl,lnng th,! ~'>od. po~t~ge p~id fo' deliver')' from one POn office to ~not~' W~n und,n& ,Iette'
,dd'n~ed10 the ume post office ~s II wn deposJt~ It. t~ '~Ie W<lS 1cent. Thl~ I~ known as the drop r~le.

Rod ·OIlOf'" >pphod
~.--

""" ..... ""'"I~IS.

Slmlp ryp.: II p.>6ilioa
looll'.

,• -J

"

a..,lofIoo, SC drop~ L1dp
"",I> ''''d """"s"

Wr ',' ""'" m:orbno: m em....
.......... "'...-.t

~--7

•

~ • fl . ./_ ,. J.._
/

' ..... -..-.......4._

kbp>n ME <I<op.....
SWllp typo IV
posiliollllRl' 1'\:1 ..
oa:ollCh """" Wt
'P~I LY """J'">"'" mtn
""" C2l>N'! ...."'1'
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Domestic Printed Matter Rates Effective 1 JUl18S1

Rates Vary by Distance

Dec<n'b<!- t~5' dr<w.r
from San Fr=cisco CA to
Prov>:I<n« Rf ,;, P,,,,,m,
o.·ft ).;00 milo! rot.

Only ""","M ,·,.,mp" of

this I';It< I"Nl wi'h ''''''1''

U",".I«l <;.,"1,,, Iwm ""bolO
to Rock Gt)' Mills NY.' coot '.'"
fo' d;st>"co< no' <,c""dinil \00
milo<.

D«<mt.<r '!$' ore"l" ,,"om
CI",do"d OH to w.,<<fo,d NY.

Stomps 1'" th< 50' to ',\00 m;f.
<;=1" .....

S"mps'Y!'" II MO III •.

>
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Effective 1 October 1852
1 Cent up to 3 oz. Any Distance

~ /

Unsealed circuW
from Saint Louis MO
to Virsailles IL

Stamp type IV
position GRit,

Position 2ZU l .

September 1857 unsealed
<ircu1ar from Woodbury NJ
to Philadelphia PA.

New5p~per wnpper from Boston MA to E~st Sanbornton
NH. Stamps pay twice the transient n_spaper rilte of one
cent for iI ~per under 3 oz. This wrapper held two Jnpers

requiring the two cents (hilfge.

Transient newspapers were required to be in wrilppcrs "with
the ends being open 'for inspection' to confirm that iI nott or

writing was not enclosed~. Bundles of pilpers directly from
the publisher were not required to be in wrappers.

r~..

i~J?;iZ
~W~

1'F~~=====~p~R~rC~E~o~L~r~s~T~,===========~L --':=:: .111ft
EVERGREEN liUllS:ERY, WOODBtJJtY, N. J.

DAVItl J. GILlSOOll, PROPRI£'l'OB.
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Domestic Printed Matter Rates
From California

via Panama

Effective, October ,852
, Cent up to 3 oz. Any Distance

P.K.S.S I
l~,~ ,.

S ;1.

,

September 1857 San Francisco News Letter to New Orleans. Via Panama.
1cent rale not exc~ding 3 oz. for any distance.

One ofthree recorded San FrancIsco News letters paying this fille.

I!==-=~===;;;;;;~==~=,.;,I.
Unsealed circular from San Francisco to Boston MA. left San Francisco on 1 June 18S3 for Nicaragua on
the Sierra Nevada. Vanderbillindependent Line 'VIA NICARAGUA/AHEAD OF THE MAILS' without box,
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Paid with Bisected Stamp

There are 8 recorded bisects paying the I cent circular ute

Wr.l.pper front from Jackson MS to
New Orleans LA paying the I cent
circular ral~. Stamp is type II rose
red. Green town postmark.

,
(~L

/

-
via Nicaragua

=......

Unsealed crcular flom San
Francsco to Boston MA.

Left San Francisco on 1 June
1853 for Nicaragua on the
Siena Nevada. Vanderbilt

Independent Une 'VIA
NICARAGUA/AHEAD OF
THE MAILS'wi!MIIt box.

One of two recorded via
Nicaragua.

-

... '. ...

Wrapper from Philadelphia PA
to Boston MA paying lhe I cent
newspaper or periodical r.l.te.
Wrapper is made from writing
paper.

,



C of C Hartford CT August 2014 Imperforate Issues of 1851-1856 Frame 5 page 4 of 16

Used From a Territory Minnesota, Oregon and Nebraska

Postage rates from United States Territories were the same as the prevailing domestic rates.
During this period there were 7 territories plus Indian Territory, which was not an official

territory, and some unorganized territories.

Minnesota Territory

r
\

•
Unsealed circular from
St. Anthony's Falls
Minnesou Territory to
Granby CT.

/ /a(J r'/ "- Reverse ofcover reduced 70%
.'/

••
!/

~.

/ Oregon Territory to/, . , Washington Territory.,

lune 1855 fokled letter from Eugene City
or to Steilacoom WT.

Top two stamps type Ib positions 3.04RJE.
Bottom stl.mp type lilA position 13RJ·.

Fort Kearney
Nebraska Territory

16/ ?!a ~ !/E/;)

(l/Izdtt L'<'N// 0/

(fftLdl.. JiL
i 5

August I8S7 co\"er front from
Fort Kearney NT to Concord
NH. 2.500 soldiers were sent
to Salt Lake City to put dov.n a
rumored Mormon insurrection.
This letter was sent from a
member of the party to his wife.
The troops sent the winter of
18S7 in the area of Fort Kearney
which had been destroyed by
the Mormons.
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Used From a Territory Kansas, Utah and Indian Territory

Kansas Territory

Feb 1858 cover from
Fort Bridger UT to
New York City.
Number 18 in a series
ofletter from Major
Porter to his wife.

e

Indian Territory

DEAD QIL4<RTERS, DEPT. OF U'l'UI.

~/~
J(~~

P72'7~

/% b'h (d",~

OIDcial bu iness.

Cover from Quindaro KT to
Long Island NY.

The leltter entered the mail
in Quindaro, then left the

mail and was carried to Saint
louis on a non·contr.l.ct

steamboat. It then reentered
the mail in SaintLDuis .

Cover from Fort Washita Arkansas
Territory, in the Chickasaw Nation,

to Washington City.
This cover is thE" only recorded

stamped cover with this postmark.

The addressee, Peter Picklynn,
was halfChoctaw and spent

many years in Washington City.
lie served as Principal Chiefof
the Choctaw from r864' r866.
After the Civil War he returned

to Washington City and was very
active in pressing Choctaw land

claims against the us.
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Postal Markings and Uses Fancy Cimcels

DUflng this F'tnod poStm~ste(s occ~sionany fashioned their own device~ to clncel stamps or ino'iea:e pre.,ayment.
This practice Wil5 In ,ts Inflncy dunng :he ~rst half of the 18SO's and would 'eilch a ~ak in the following decildes.
E>ccl!>dinll manuscnpt cancels, ilbout \WQ.lhlft:!s of stamps we,,~ canceled by town postmarl<s Considering thiS, the
nct that many post offit:es _re provided WIth cancelling devICes, ilnd thilt illo! of ma,l was st,11 sent staiT'p!ess,

fanqr U1n<:e's "f not common on the issue of 18S1-1856.

Ribbon too:"::",,,==;,========

1

NW!I'~ ""'" fmm ~_",...
Al to ""_ 'I).

'J ctnw,,',hr pomn...~.•
!W.... ,n nbio<m ,,,,._,)
""",!OJ •~.hi~.

Or.onacko-n >lamp_

,
,

, "

•

RunwngS~

eo- liom Sbelbw ...
~~ to ibId< q.1!IIo lolA-

smnr" dnU nod l)'pr I.

l (,,,/.7f, { 'X,/U
, '

./ttLfttlcn-z.,IU,

•
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Postal Markings and Uses Fancy Cancels

- Mar 1853 cover from
North Berwick ME
to Dayton OH. Faint
milnuscript postmark.
Stamp is dull red ;and
has double frame line
at Idt position 59l3.

Embossed lady's CO\'er

from North Easton 10
MechanicsviUe NY.

F:mcy negative 'PAl D Jets'
in box.

Stamp is orange brown
type [I.

I . .1 ..
~ ;:~,

<L;::.','

,

eo....erfrom
Clappville MA to
Foxcroft ME.

Stamp is dull red
type II.

t I"",
{ '.

t( ( ..."tl-'-



C of C Hartford CT August 2014 Imperforate Issues of 1851-1856 Frame 5 page 8 of 16

Pos·a M;Jrkin\T ;Jr Fane

Odd Fdlows links

Cov« lrom Co.n,,,n MS
to N..... Orl"'n< IA

St.,mp;< 'Y!"" IL

•

Co,'« f,om
Cm,on MS to
N...· Orlo~n, lA

St,mp;' dull,....,,,,,,
~n--n2/%

/ jj~",p 6)6c="" .
(

•
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Postal Markings and Uses Forwarded Letters
Forwarded by the Post Office

letters that were forwarded to a different post office, due to the recipient's needs, were charged
the same rate as if the mail originated at the forwarding post office. Ifit was a post office error no

additional fee was charge. During part of the period forwarding with a stamp saved 2 cents.

Prepaid in cash, forwarded with a stamp saving 2 cents

Forwarded Free

r""ice fo",,,,rded paid with stl.mps.
Three or-mgt: brown stl.mps from
three different plales.
Folded address sheet: from Halifax
NC to Baltimore MD. II WdS

forwarded to orfolk VA and then
10 Edemton NC.
Positions GJRI!:, 72R1' and 271.2 i

August 1855 folded letter from Ogdensburgh
NY 10 Chicopee MA. Magenta Ogdensburgh
lown postmark. The jXlstage ...."as prepaid in
cash. At Chicopee a stamp was applied 10
the letter paying the forwarding f~ and the
letter was was forwarded to Holyoke MA.
Two strikes of the Chicopee six point star.
Manuscripl'Forwarded By lucrin' on back.

. <.

-/

.( (

~.

"•

December 1856 drop letter to
silting congressman, forwarded

free 10 Washington DC.
'Circular' in uppc1' left comer bul

envelope sealed, addressed 10 (own of
origin thus a drop lener.

•

Twice Forwarded
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Postal Markings and Uses Forwarded Letters

Forwarded by the Post Office

Underpaid letter over rnF::::::;~~~::;;;:::;;;;;;;;~:::;;;:::;;;;;;;~~~~~=::;:~~~~~'I~~~rn
}.ooo miles and double

unpaid forwarding

Cover from Newark NJ to
Sacramento CA. Double

weight letter underpaid. '10'

in double circle indicating 10

cents due. The letter was then
forwa.rded to San Francisco with

'10' in manuscript for unpaid
forwarding. '20' ill manuscript

indicating a 10la1 0(20 cents due
in San Francisco.

•

r,-

Missent by the post office
and forwarded free.

Cover from Newburgh Yto
L1ncaster MA but missent to
Leominster MA. Leominster
postmaster applied label and

send 10 lancaster without
charging a forwarding fee.

The postmaster of leominster
used his own labels in place

of handslamps or manuscript
markings.

c-

Unpaid forwarding
reduced to 3cents after
1Jan 1856

May 1856 folded address sheet from
New York City 10 Chicopee MA.
Forwarded to Chicopee Falls. Stamps
aU plate one lale canceled with lwo
strikes of the New York City 3by II

mm bar lown postmark, used in 1856.
Large Chicopee ')' tate marking
indicates 3 cents due fOI forwarding.

, ,

•
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Postal Markings and Uses Forwa rded Letters

Mixed Franking from a Foreign Country
British Open Mail via British Packet from Sardinia

,/

~-
-

~ :20,,' /:;~ 7,154..

May 18)7 cover from Spezia,
Sardinia to Nev.'ark NJ.
Forwarded to Chester PA. The
letter was posted in Spez:ia
where the letter was rated
a single rale of up to 7 1/2
grams. The 'PD' handstamp
was applied 10 indicate that the
letter was fully paid to the US.
This rate was elfecth-e I M:lY
18S7lhe d:lte oflhisletter.
Three cent claret stamp applied
with sealing wax and prepays
the forwarding to Chesler PA.
The US r.lte of 3cents :Ipplied
since. while over 71/2 grams
:Ind thus double rate in Fr:lnce,
it was under 1/2 ounce :Ind
single rate in the United States.

Ship letter from Havre France

r

•

us stamps pay captain's fee.
over 3.000 mile rate and

under JOO mile forwarding.

January 1856 folded letter 10 5an
Frandsco CA. Sixty centimes in

French postage p<lid the rate to the
port ofdeparture. From Havre the

letter went to New York 011 New
York & Havre Line steamer Union
where it was charged 12eenls, [0

cents over ],000 miles to California
and 2 cents captain's fee.

[n San Francisco 12 cents in stunps
were applied 10 pay the 12 cents

due. A fifth stamp was applied 10
forward the letter to Park Bar in

Yuba County.

All stamps from the same slrip
Stamps positions 67-70L3 for the

strip and 66L} for the single stamp.
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Postal Markings and Uses Forwarded Letters

Forwarded to Destination by the Military

Forwarding to Deployed Ship
The Naval Lyceum served as a forwarding point for mail sent to deployed ships. Mail was sent to the
Lyceum vi. the post office. The lyceum .pplied the ov.1 h.odst.mp depicting. full-rigged ship. This

service was provided free to the sailors. Since ships wefe often underway moving from place to place this
enabled mail to be addressed to an individual without knowing where the ship was or was going to be.

Delivered to a ship in Hong Kong

U- s

March 1852 cover from
Brunswick DE to the US Ship
Saratoga via the NaV21 Lyceum
in Brooklyn NY. This letter
was forwarded to the Saratoga
in Hong Kong where it was
received 5January 1853- The
ship was part aftlle East India
Squadron.
Stamp is deep brownish
carmine position 721.2(.

To Fort YUlll3 CA by the Colorado Steam Navigation Company

Letters were sent to San Francisco and then carried on a military supply route by the Colorado Steam Navigation
Company from San Francisco south around Baja California and up the Gulfof California to Port Isabel near the mouth

of the Colorado River. There, cargo and mail were transferred to river steamers and brought upstream to Yuma.

Cover from Philadelphia
PA to Snl Francisco CA

via New York and the
Isthmus of Panama. The

lener was placed in post
office box nl for the
Army Quartermaster

Major Cross in San
Fnncisco. Manuscript

notation on the envelope
'nl' for the post office box

has been partially erased.
One oftwo covers

recorded carried by the
military to Fort Yuma.
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Postal Markings and Uses Unclaimed Letters
Advertised and Dead Letter Office

Advertised letters
Local postmasters were required to publish in a newspaper the name of redpients of letters not claimed.
These letters are 'Advertised' letters and would appear in the newspaper up to three times. A charge of 2

cents was paid by the person picking up the letter to offset the cost ofadvertising the letter.

May 1857 New Orleans
drop letter which was nol

collected and thus advertised
by the postmaster.

Since it was not sent to the
Dead Letter Office it was

collected by the addressee.
Stamp position 4R.IL the only

position on plate I late that
was not recul It also has a

double tnnsfer.
J} /)c/III ifId/jf-~;I

JiM N~
r;#J")

Dead Letter Office
Letters not claimed after followin.g apt'ropriate I;Irocedures were sent to the Dead Letter Office in Washington DC.

There the letters were inspected for valuables. If" none were found the letter was destroyed otherwise the fetter was
returned to the Postmaster for further efforts to find either the recipient or the sender and to return the valuables.

June 1853 cover to
Summerhill PA.
This cover was sent to the
Dead Letter Office by the
postmaster where it was
opened. Valuables were
found and the letter was
logged, the dead letter office
hand stamp applied and
then the letter was returned
to the postmaster to locate
the recipient or sender.
The manuscript 'SIO'
indicates SIO was found in
the envelope. The blue'S'
was .applied by the De.ad
Letter Office for filing
purposes.
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Postal Markings and Uses Hotel Mail Markings

Some hotels del,,·eTed to ~nd pitked up m~i1 from the posl oflke. In some U5e5 the
holC"! would mlflr:: the lttten WIth ~ handstamp identifying lhe hOlel

,

•

July '~S7 c-. fmm """"
NY to 'I """"" C.nm
.~

s..m~ '"'" II .

Jc / -
,l,- I

, -. '

,.,:?
;;

y

-,

I(,

1

Oct...... 'lISC,....- from
CItic>,e> It", _ y<ltk 13Iy.

An>m<-." flno,... 1'aTI<'rn.

•
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,p~o'-""'C'~M"'e'ok;c""g"'"'C"~dcU~'"'e,,- ---;:--,-_-;::;,.-:--,-;;-.,..,R,,,egistered Letters
Before Official Registered Mail System

Registertd nuil prmided extra tnckmg and proteetlon oflttters. Before' I July 18}5 thm! ""3::101 a post office
depanmmt rq:is,~ednuil system but mo= ..~ a numbtr clpostmuterl UullmplemeDted Ica.I systml$.

Do«mbor r.8f! i>Idfd a.n.,. from 'l\,1Iio ; -.t '" mi., ';..... PA- M,"". "i" "8' """ .... IN 'R'
_ opp&d m I'biIoddJ>bia. Siamp Is~-...

•

C<><u ffOm AUp$t:I G", ,I> "''''''''''''' SC,

"Iwo 'NrGISTIRED m""ki,,~ ....,-.I in '"'''/(U''' b<fou I jllly T~l5
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Postal Markings and Uses Turned Cover and Mourning Cover

To save paper, responses were sometimes written on a letter and
refolded, addressed and mailed.

•
September 1857 circu.b.r dropped at the Bostoo post office. The recipient resp:;mded by ....'riting a note

at the bottom of tile circular and refolding and sending the response back 10 the original sender.
The circular is folded to sho..... both postm.arks.

Letters containing death announcements were edged in black and
commonly called mourning covers.

--
December 1853 cover from San Francisco to Peoria 1L. The letter len Sail Francisco I December on the

Sierra Nevada, crossed Nicaragua and arrived ill New York City on Christmas Eve on the Northern Light.

Red 'VIA NICARAGUA/AHEAD OF THE MAILS'
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Section Three: Carriers, Locals and Ex ress Com anies
Official Carrier Departments

General Issue Carrier Stamps

Mail was traditionally taken to the post office and picked up from the post office. During the late 1840's
and into the 1850'S major cities were growing rapidly. Private posts and official carrier departments began

providing delivery services as the distance to the post office increased and customers wanted more
convenient service. Private companies primarily focused on delivery to the post office while the post office

provided both delivery to and from the post office. Especially in the West, express companies delivered mail
between cities and mining camps. The post office often benefited from these private companies because it

did not have the resources to deliver all the services desired.

The U.S. P.O. Despatch stamp. better known as the Eagle Carrier, issued in November 1851 was used
principally in Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Washington DC and Kensington PA. These were offidally issued

by the United States Post Office to pay carrier fees.

-
~==-==;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;=-!.I.

Embossed lady's cO\"er from Kensington to West Chester PA.

if.'· ... ;' ....,
•

:74""~ &,I/f/{:;.h

J;'fJ}I~.J f~'~ 6/)'
~ ·';'a-'f~'L ( ~. /j;

~ J/.~~<;;~~;.~( j.J vp' : <-

•
•

October 1853 cover from Philadelphia PA to Thouroughfuer VA.
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Local Delivery Baltimore
Official Carrier Departments

vk')"" u'krl /??'~ 0/ V"V

41' I"'k,':r 5f

o..:.-bn.~~.,....&om~ MD.. ",-y,nCi!J.
I (ftlIP""" .....__ <llIim 0 , ell JUmfI PI7inlI a:m...1toe 10 lbt pc:..'"

wtlh Jam """"12isI:I <anltIao iUlOl P'Y' lbt lmacilj ...

•

..
,:~

(v:$>F~/~ ~'o/'w"t/<=
.",

,(Jf JOIv-a~

AlIirUst ,851 foldod ....... fmm Ib_ M0 10 Nl.... Yock City. I <JODI SWDp IJpO lJ p>sIlloD
hLJ' p;l)'S lbo~ fro. '" lhr pool offico:. I«Ill OlaWp pays iDlm:ilj' m~

•
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Local Delivery Charleston, Cleveland and New Orleans

New Orleans

Cover from Cleveland
OH to New Haven cr.
Blue Bishop's I cent
carrier stamp paying
carrier fee to the post
office.

Charleston

-
•

•
~ .

:41.... '.
-0>,

November 18S5 [aide<!
letter from Charleston 10

Sumterville Sc.
Black on bluish Honour's

carrier paying carrier fee to
the post office.

•

Cleveland

Official Carrier Departments

-
. \. n . r.'\
~. ..- ..,.
'I' -- h ,"' ••-- ".,

May 18)3 folded lette.r from
Shelbyville KY 10 New

Orleans lAo
One 0['',','0 New Orleans City

Post 'SIIOW ~hover markmgs
with 3 P.M. time'.

---,./
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Local Delivery

Cover delivered by
the New York Carrier

Department from a
collection box directly

to the addressee. This is
not a drop 1etteL
C. Vom Baur&

Company handstamp.
Hour of Delivery Panel

applied by (;mier
Department.

Stamp is type IlIa.

November 1853 folded letter
mailed in New YOrk City.

Carrier delivery to a street
address. The red New York
postmark "<IS used by tM

Canrierdepancrnenl

,
!~

New York City

.
0-! ~:...- . ,S£..z<'

L/~Jo-,,*

Cover mailed in New
York City. Three cent
stamp overp2Ys the
combination ofthe I

cent drop and I cent
carrier fee. Paid :1 cent
City Delivery postmark
cancels stamp. Sta.mp
position 28ll

I
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oeal iel wry Philadelphia
Qffi( 1 C I~ uep,

1n latr 1851 or e~rly 1856, the Phil~delphi. Post Office r~n out of the Eagle (;mi~r stamp. The pos1Illa~ter cleated a
'provisional ~tarnp' \Jy haud stamping 'US.PO/PRE.PAID/ONE CENT/DESPATCH' on selvedge from I cent st~mps.

'I'M ..1v<dg< u.<ffl fOT the COP'!
00 ,I>< 1<1, .nd lm>g< on the right
,Ilow both ,h< TopI',m '.a"",,,t,,,
lmpfllllaml ,lte plate "umb<.~ I.

n,i> cop, i> 'lrue~ ull ..,Iwd~c
b<.t"-,,,u ,..,.itiu". loRI' ."d

.;.oR]' .1iu->-;l1.iI • ,mon ponion of
lbe "en! design a"op

Aug 1~5G fold..:!
"""" fmm

P"ibdell'"" PA
,,, New Y",,1: Cny

•
'S..us ..ge· Comer

;;;";;:&;"'/'.t' .,..~/"", '. .
•

.'.' . -...

Cuvcr fNUl rlril;,dclphia
l<> Wate,ford NY.
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Local Delivery the Mails
Private Posts to

Baltimore

DespatchCinfBm's Baltimore

•
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Local Delivery Cincinnati
Private Posts to the Mails

Browne & Co.

,,.

vr/~~.~~:.:
~~~~

ve"~~~?:
vO?-e-

Cover from Cincinnati OH 10 Pittsburgh PA. I cent Brown & Co. local paying the fee to the JX>SI office. This
design had the 'f! left off'Browne' and was corrected on the 2 cem stamp.

Cover from Cincinnati OH to Zanesville OH. 2 cent Brown & Co. local paying the fee to the post office.
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Local Delivery Chicago
Private Posts to the Mails

I ..
1-

L. k.:- tJi/*rf-'/Jli!;~
8?2/t£UI~

{!)U&?b-t:-.

uf

Bronson & Forbes' City Express Post

February 1856 cover from Chicago ILto Oriskany NY. Local paid delh-ery fee to the )XIS! offic~.

Bronson handstamp W3S only used on locally delh"ered mail.

Moody's Penny Dispatch

r [('I
•~ .L

September 18S8 cover from Chicago to Dover NH.
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Local Delivery
Private Posts to the Mails

Cover from NewYor\l:
City 10 East Hartford

CT. Boyd's City Express
gold on white paper

pays tarrier fee to the
post office.

New York City

Boyd's City Express

Russell

{-
r /!,,; ,

0" / r" ,$' 6- '" -rhl,

7

!'-<1 t.,.

[f;'J/- ff,-" ;7~' r/

c:c,.~.

Cover (rom New Yon:
Gty to Bloomfield NJ.
Russell 8th Avenue local
pays c.arrier fee to the
post office.

•
Broadway

c;#r~~ 7I:~u:~

~~£
e- //(

r

I.!;;;;;;;;;==============~.
March 1854 folded address sheet from New York City to Constantia NY. Broadway local pays

carrier fee to the post office. Stamps pay double rate under 3,000 miles.
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Local Delivery New York City
Private Posts to the Mails

•
Cover from New York
City to ludlowville NY.

Red Swarts' City
Dispatch Post local
paying delivery fee 10 the
post office.

Swarts' City Dispatch Post

Co\'I'T from New York City
to Charleston Sc.
Union Square Post Office
apple green adhesive.ONE CENT

N.Y.
tIT"V.

1.. .

.-'-..~~-';~TSI<rLL MOUNTAIN HOUSE

Cover from Catskill
NY to New York City
paid 'olIith 3cent type

I stamp.
A Swarts' City

Dispatch Posllocal
and a second 3cent
type II stamp were
applied, to pay for

delivery to the mail
in New York City and

t~ forwarding to
Rahway NJ.

Union Square
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Communities Without a Post Office Resorts and Schools
To the Mails in Nearby Town

Remotely located communities, such as resorts, schools or villages without postoffices occasionally provided
mail delivery service to the closest available post office. In some cases they sold their own stamps.

Glen Haven Resort

Glen Haven (a 'water cure'
resort) Daily Mailloca1
paid to carry the letter

to the town ofScott NY
where it entered the mails.

Cover from Glen Haven to
CoUins Cenler NY.

•

Drop letter from Westtown to
Westchester PA.

June 1854 folded address sheet from
Westtown PA to Philadelphia.

-

e. ,"

Two Covers Using Westtown Local
The Westtown School, establish~ in
1799 by the Society of Friends, is the

oldest secondary school in the United
States and is still in operation.

The Westtown loal provided delivery
from the Westtown School to the town
~ ofW,,,,h,,,,, PA.

JJc- ./11,...("., r- J /.

.::7?U4..
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Communities Without a Post Office
To the Mails in Nearby Town

Hopedale Community
Penny Post

•

The Hopedale Community, founded in I842., was organized as a utopian socialist commune.
In 1849 residents established regular transportaion of the mail to the closest town with a
postoffice - Milford MA. This service continued until Hopedale had their own postoffice.

L,~«+~~'

~£rbW~'~
4~r;/':

~~==~~~~~,
Cover from Milford to Westminster MA. Local paid delivery fee to the Milford post office.

~ l\"', l ~\ \' ~l\',,",-~

\\\\~
•
,~"'~~

~~~;;;"",;;;;;;"""",,;;;;~~--~ ,
Cover from Milford to Upton MA. Local paid delivery fee 10 the Milford post office.
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The California Penny Post Co. Private Post To and From the Mails

The California Penny Post operated for almost a year from mid I855 providing city delivery
services. Customers placed their addressed letters inside the Penny Post envelopes. The post

office delivered the letters between post offices. The Penny Post delivered from and/or to the post
office. It also delivered an Ocean service carrying the mail to New York.

AgentTo

!'eaJ aud wre..::! rOllr Letter "1 ~u8.l. !!.oell enclose it in Ihili I::It'l'e!Olle. wriliD~1'Ii\iit

Copy·.Il.ight Set11fe<l. p~=. ,11
LE"ITERS cudoled In these Euvr.lopes, lIA";~, ~ rlLIFOB.\ll ~
llnd Olh~r mail mUlter, Smll.ll Parcels, DlIgueJTeC>tp~·, Penny Postage,
&col dl~ted 10 tile Agent of the Penny·Post Co. ~nd de- __
posIted In Al<Y I'o-t omoc, will be delivered unme
dintelyon the Ili$frlhntioD of the Mails, illSA.:lO FR.. l<_ 1'}III) 7,1
CISCO S"CR...3IK:\TO, i'JARTsnLL£ and STOCKTO:\, ..\. g
nnd iD. these cillel only for tbe present. b.~' :g

To the post office in
one dty and delivery

in another.
August t8S5 cover

from Stockton 10 San
Francisco CA The

letter was picked up
by the Penny Post

in Stockton and
delh'ered to the post

office. When it arrived
in 53n Francisco the

Penny Post picked
up and delivered the

letter to the recipient

San. Fran.oisoo,

Cal..

Earliest use of,o Issue from the West Coast

Via Nicaragua..
tn CJ,;ti-. -r ( 1'\c(!l"f

,~.....

Ocean Penny Postage
A sen-ice to carry leners
on Nicaragua bound ships
departing for New York.
June 18;5 cover from San
Francisco to Patchogue Long
Island NY. The letter was
intended to go via Nicaragua
but was too lale for the boat
and taken to the post office
and sent via Panama.
One of four Ocean Penny
Postage stamps used wilh the
10 cent i5sue.
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California Express Companies Delivery to and from California Mines

,

C'>-UU--:Y

;-~

Adams & Co. Express
Cram, Rogers & Co. Express

Conjunctive Expl1!5S Use

Cover from Columbia ME to Marysville CA.
The letter was picked up in San Frandsco and
delivered to Marysville by Wells Fargo where it
was turned over to Rumrill for delivery.

This Rumrill marking is only known used from
July to November 1854.

,

Wells Fargo
Rumrill ress

Private express companies delivered mails between Western mining towns and the US Post Office in larger cities such
as San Francisco. A synergistic relationship developed between the Post Office and the private expresses that lasted until
the post office had infrastructure to support the many small towns. law reqUired postage regardless ofwhether or not

the letter entered the mails.

Adams & Co. Express

January 1855 cover to Union rrr~~~:=!~:=!~===============;,,"~~~~~~~;~~~Fi1
Town AL. Adams & Co. carried

the letter to San Francisco.
The letter entered the mail in

San Francisco and traveled to
Pimama on the Golden Giilte
and then from Aspinwall to

NYC on the Illinois.

One two recorded examples of
tht Adams & Co. printed frank

with postage stamps,

This is the earliest use ofa
frank printed on envelopes to
allow using these envelopes

for pre-payment and deposited
in colll!Ction boxes outside of

normal business hours.

Conjunctive Express Use

J.lnu.lry 1855 cover from Petillum.l to
Weaverville CA.

hbms & Co. picked upthe letter in
Petaluma, applied the handstamp

in upper right and 'PAlO' m.lrking.
Adams carried it to Shasta and

passed to Cram, Rogers. Cram.
Rogers applied the handstamp

c.lncelling the stilmps and carried to
Weaverville.

This letter was not handled by the
US Post Office.

-

~==========;;;;;;;iJ,
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Ship Letters
Captain's Fl!:l!: Paid with Stamps

During this period the Po$! Office Dep~rtmenl, motinted by the need 10 move mlU faster and
ITIOf'e reliably, ifICtNsed the use of ships and railroads. This was particularly import.llntls the

country continued to expand Westward. To speed delive"y, letters were often given directJy 10 ship's
captains or with route agents on trains.

Ship U!tlt'rs were tndividualll'trrf'5 gJ''trl to the aptlln of a ship without a comrlCi to carrybaggtd
null. If the $hip ..-zs United Stilte$ owned lhe Cipuin _'65 gn= a cents per letttr dthvtted to the

post office. The a cent ftt rouId bt prtpaid ..1m stilmps or collected from the reopitnt

tl.
t,).,7a/h•

.feu Leul"c',-&-U.!L
t/J/ a.M"{..-L~

n... l<lh_~ ..... dcli,,,,,-'<! to 11>0 Qpt.aln of. sblp~ toll-1llim<>f,o. In ll>1tlm".. t~~ 1I1Ilo,
rI1lm!d IOC ",.iii """ ..,.. dcli...red 10 WOOl Could<l>orouib M~ T.... I """, cr>mr ,,"Id ,....

,hip li." uC ~ ""'l<""" ll>o l""'US for , t.tw,. hDd.... ~OO<> milooc.

N"",mbcr l~l; t.t'<f mos, tll:oly origmmnS ,n s.o",nn.~ (;A to N...· lk'<!fO«! MA urri<.'<! "" IOC 1lOCt-«PftU-""
dtip KllO....ut. '0 N...· Yor< Ci'l' "'..... " "".....0 ,t.. moll. T"" <"ubi .hip fcc 1"'-'J'O.id by fWl1J'll.

n... Kno.V\ik w., part ...rt"" s..••ll"ah Uno ~lini boIWO'1'n N.w Yo,k City .nd ii>..."n.ll. n.. .lnp .....
dcst:o,'od by fire In ~.."h< ••8;6.
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Waterways and Railroads

Ship ftt paid by rt'CIPlmi'~~~ii~

Ship Ll!:ttl!:fS

Ship'S Fee Paid in Cash

I

•
1_-.p. aw<:I' ...~ FL Tk 1oeIter ...... dtH .. ,,,, 10 tho <3J">lft <>I 0-., '-
s.-rHup 1mb"':Ii 11000<: Ieua. M Rattmen 1to..tlIp'< <:2Jl'Ilft do tin" d 1110 fUll aIIU

:md~~ _ .mps _:mol tilt ....... _ .n:.n..I'o... ~'m pl.

AI -po1ft' IJIlr IV. u...s.r tb< ...-11 ","p moaUlOlpl "por St=Iltr HuP~
_<l'nllld~Rl

Ship ftt prep~id in H~ ..-ali

/

Oct_ 1~17.:-r from Ikxdulu It> P""n r"" SY. n.. 1<1"" was cmie<I ca lhe FA!'DCh lIWIt-<>l-1Q1

I'ou~~d.""",na 1I"""lulu on ,8 0<t000.~ OI,d ..t;'m~ in San Ftandoco 4 s-mbft. From Son
hmdsco lb. iHoe1 ...",1M <>II ,1M- (;old.ft e.... <ltpanlt'M \ """"'tiber ..-.d arrivIna t? Soo\omb«; II ,rrn"t<l ill

" .... Yorl "'1 II", ""'tlMn U~h, '<) """_btr_
Tho\ «nl'UfCh>ritd "=pi< n,,"'Yf'" I "'''~ kmg tUg. 10 m,t typ< II "'.",p.

<
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Waterways and Railroads Steamship Mail

Steamship rates were charged on loose letters picked up on the route ofcontract steamers traveling
on ocean routes considered post roads by the Post Office Department The rates were 10 cents
under J.500 miles and zo cents over 2,500 miles. No fee was paid to the captain of the ship.

//

~~~~=~-.---~~=-;;;;;!,I,
Cover 10 Philadelphia PA. The letter entered the mail in New York City and lhe origin is

unlcnown. Stamps pre·pay the 10 cenl steamship rale.

•

L:==============;;;;;;;;:J,
July 1855 cover to Bolton MA. The leiter entered the mail in New York where the 'STEAM/SHIP' markings were
applied to cancel the stamps. Stamps overpay by I celli either double the 10 cent or the 20 cenl steamship rate.
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Waterways and Railroads Steamship Mail

Originated in Nicaragua DuringWiliiam Walker War Period

Wines & Co. Express operated in California. Oregon and also Nicaragua during the time
that William Walker. the American Freebooter, had seized control of the country by
overthrowing the government with a few dozen men and making himself president

- t.,'O'S h.-'.' ,II' .~~
- ~~, --....::..::-----

Cover to New York originating in either Nicaragua or the west coast ofthe US. Large double oval Nicaragua
postmark applied by Wines and then forward by an American Steamship to New Orleans. Entered mail in New

Orleans as a Steamship letter. TO cent rate for under 2.500 miles. 'due 7' applied in pencil in New Orleans.
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Waterways and Railro~ds

Mississippi River
Steamboat Mail

Name or Boat Markings

The 'STEAM' or 'STEA.\4:60Ar marlclng Indicates thaI they ...we deiLvoe=l to the posl office by a
non-contraCI boat th.al"'~ pJyu:g lnla:id Of I;03stal waters. In some cues non.postal. name ofboat

markings; were applied by lite steamboat as an advertbement

M.:IJ~.
-rfQldrd~
ohm ~ PIlbburBb PA..

n.. "liel",pww:IldIa
...",,,..:I1J.o mail in
w"".....:. "Due \'
h> 1>.. ",lk:<toJ 011
4olioeoy

Swup IYJlO 11.
p<>Jiliorl'iRj

•

!
\ ,

;!Y

lames Robb

/

•
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Waterways and Railroads
Mississippi River

(;eo. COllier

Steamboat Mail
Name of Boal Markings

No "" Ills> foldt<l...._
on..... U. to ,....,..

'"

~ IB5]1CIdtd..........
~Tllto_

O'v.... lA.

'Mond>y Pacht'.

DROP
1

{ ({u (.

L ({ ); (II d

•,

•-

<

••

I

Cooe-r'o to...
."..,,~

'DROP,'~ ID
_on.ms.

Nebrub
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Waterways and Railroads Steamboat Mail
Name of Boat Markings

CAODQSO.2

........
FoIdod ..sotr.... ....... frnm

I ..,,,eta "" """'" f>rtIo2n< 1A.
PItbod -POOl ..... " .. _ CADDO

"'" , .,..~""_on.-..
Thf.1onof md Ih. morJ m s.....

Or\ooft. and .boo 'ViAY " ~'I!.

Missouri R/>'e"

lob, 13<;6 lean wriI_
~ llo: NonI.iolI

s... ua llo: -u.bouad
,rip aod .an. bodl ...

Iho .".,mbouDd IlIp
'u Salo.Louif ...~ it.

en""",, lbe 1Il.1ih.

Ohio lliv~r

IotI....h ,8~ (oklod ldkr
from _ Od...'Oo. U. Iv
uncmn.... OH,
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Waterways and Railroads Steamboat Mail

Hudson River
Non-Contract Mail

September 1851 folded
letter from New York City to
Lansmgburgh NY. :1 cenls
due the captain of the ship.
Stamp is orange brown.

,

'\\ 1.1\)~
• ,'='"-

~'rb.<~T-

"

(~

oJ L 1't

24-

~a-: b/VU~)~~~

~~
~4c

~Y-

Ii

Folded address sheet to
~r.uogaSprings NY.

Stamps pay double rate.
'JUN/14 indic.ates thai

the letter Yo'as not picked
up and 3dvertised in ill

local newspaper.'

,

J/;{~~J~/-,- "-y~X1~

J''r-u-Jf- <Y-L L.,

J2J

''':;;''.
,

September 185] folded letter from
Providence 10 Newport RI. :1 cents
due the captain of the ship.
Non·contract Steamer Perry
operating on the Narragansett Bay
between Newport and Providem:e RJ.
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Waterv.tays and Railroads 'Way Letters'

W~y letlcrs .-ere loose mrs pIcked u.p ~long posl roads u>d deli'-ered 10 Ihe posl offi~. 1~llt .....5
charged for delivery ofeKh letter ~lld ellher prepaid with sump' or plIJd by redpjent

/

/

1m>< 18'14 """'"~ lb<,
mail. SQpIeIoa ..!loft It..
""'ay-1.elln I C1!1l1' lD:IfkinS
..~~pptied.Tbo~.. _
_ ~ ",I""" NY

,

//

/;
(I

/

Jato l3p. i>Id<d .ddn:ss
"-t liuao No- Ork-aas III>
I'rooolcax Ri. £-...l tllo>
.... lIII Wol>ik Ai.

I .-0lalIIIp prt1III1S .. ...,.

roc. 1.-_boo-u ......P
_ lho Imdoef j.OOO milo
k'll<:f ,....

o..~bto-D =P >lUI 'YP'
1l.1 call f:<>m""'" IE

/

/( ..C-/
•
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Waterways and Railroads

j.nu.'}' ,85> foklc-d
>dd,,,,,, ,hfi.! CII!l"R-d
the m.ll.il.t MoWc AL
.ml ".... dcli""c-d to

llaIum=.

•

O<lOkf IS" folded bill oflad'"
f,om the ",nall>o;u E"lI1o on
tM j.m<> Ri'~r Can>! bd......n
Lyn,bbu'~:LJl~ Ri,hmond VA.
Tilt ~"Y G' m>rking ~ppli<-d in
L)'Il,bbm~VA..

Ora,,!!" b",wn ot>.mp.

. .

b'-kY:<"JiJ;[:-'~4
:J. ~ •
2~a",,(&..~;~

9a£~-'-'

~m1>eT L8~6 fol<lL..J
a<1dTCU ,1.:<.1 fl'.>Ul N,,,",

York t~ llaIUWQlC MD.
1'M '5' in tr.. 'W"YI5' hn

no rx-1 ",gmllanc.,
Swups, >11.",.11,
P",itiom 5,9.~LJf

,

un..] 30..1
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Waterways and Railroads Route Agent Markings

Louisville & Cincinnati Mail Line

Route agents were postal employees that traveled on ships and railroads with contracts to carry
mail. These agents could accept loose letters and enter them into the mails. Often they had

special postmarks to indicate where the letter entered the mail.

September 1851 folded
letter from Cincinnati

OH to Nashville TN on
Slar Routes 5°32 and

5001.

Bill ofladen for 300
pounds ofcandles.

~. . ...

?11.&r.t.'l
,.

,~ ,( -.
~~ "

\ \'
•+,

..t .\ •

Star route 5°32 between
Cincinnati and Louisville.
Folded address sheet to
P;ttsburgh PA.

Stunp type II position 93R]

Li;;;;;;;;;==========~.
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Waterways and Railroads

Cindnnati & Louisville Mail Une

Route Agent Markings

Stu route 5°32. CincinJ13ti & Louis\ille U. S. Mail line roule agent on the Ohio River.
eo"'er to East Orrington ME.

Saint Louis & Keo~ku§b~S~t§e~am§:================

..

Stu route 484 and 8812. Saint louis & KeoIcub route agent on the MilSil1ippi Rh-e:r. Unsealed citcubr
market report to ~omb IL 1his drcu.l;r;r dropped <II Wa~w It for ~-nhnd route to Macomb.
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Waterways and Railroads Route Agent Markings

Louisville & Saint Louis S.B. Line

Cover to Danville KY.
Advertisement cameo

on back flap.

{
,..
~ ;

(' ~.•
\ •
'---- .-

Aprill8S3 unsealed circular
to Indianapolis IN.

Stamp type IV position
50RIl recullop and
bottom.
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Waterways and Railroads

December 1851 folded address
sheet to New York City.

Position 99LIL

Chicago & Miss

Co"er to Saini Louis MO.

•

Michigan Central

===~.

March 1853 folded address sheet to
Detroit MI.

Position 49R2L
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Waterways and Railroads Route Agent Markings

via Railroads

July 1853 folded letter.

Stamps type II. ilia. II.

,

I-===~,

Folded address sheet wilh letter from
Ogdensburgh NY 10 Concord NH.

Two strikes of' PAID' in lozenge
cancel the stamp.

,, .

~~. ~-

~~

J/t, j{!JhL-) ~{ 0cL
, '

~ }j J ,," /

Mad River & Lake Erie

Providence & Stonin ton

;
-.D:"l:

July I 56 folded letter from
Urbana 10 Sandusky City OH.
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Waterways and Railroads

Express Mail

Route Agent Markings
via Railroad Between Boston and New York City

Express Mail trains were an attempt to improve the time delivering mail between key cities
espedally Boston and lew York. The idea originated in competition with express companies.

.. .

,
Septemkr 185' fokled address sheet from New York City to Providence RJ. Deep orange

brown stamp. Double transfer in lop label and recut lower righllriangle.
Position 19Ro

I:;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;=~ ,
NY Express Mail

cancel.
Positions n. 87. 97R1l

,:~ .,< "I'. . •
/ "-'", ,-f ..... ~.~ '\,. ~ ~-~

"~ J ii,
J'. 5. ~~ .

~d~'~~
~

I

'../. .\

d?d
lun 1854 folded letter to PrOVidence RJ by Express Mail from New York CIty. Rose red sbmp.

Position 17LIl

,
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British DesiE·Clion Five: Illustrated Envelopes

Envelopes (~ate A(anvilS forVi5ual Communiations

As envelopes became more popular, and more letters were senl pre-paid, the large
unu5ed area on the envelope became a canvas for messages of ill sorts from political

erpres5ion 10 artiSti(; whimsey ind commercial advertiSing.

High qualit)· engraved ~lIvelopc'5 ~re produced in England and in some casl'S used in the Unl~d Stlt~s. The
8ritish design~ generalJ)' were aimed at InfluenCing the illllUde of oil group around oil social or political issue.

hac" and Free Trade

e-" rn.. Obcrlla OH I<>

1i·1 t -.IN
Bb-... l""'"'""k.

Tho::"""""'"~~td t".
I. VoI••nm. ol\hlndoo'

•

c,.,.. f,om Phib<\tlrnl,
PA \Q M>p:JIb MIJ

Illo<Kl'.1oaJ I"'rinIllbo r...
I<> lbo llUl1<.

n.. _Inpr _ <mit<!
brl vumn..,{I>unde<.
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III ustrated Envelop::e:.:s~ ...:B:::r~it~is:::h.:...::D:.::e:.::s.:lig;,:n:.;s

O,ll.Y: THE-..,.tiiE.-IVl' ,

Cover (rom Ballardvale MA to Cavendish VT.
The envelope printed in gold ink. The town postmark is olive green.

The message is a strong plea for the end of slavery when ·e\Y~ry son ofAdam shall be free

Postal Reform

Cover from Boston to Roxbury MA. Printed by the League of Brotherhood in London, the
theme supports ocean penny postage and universal brotherhood.

The hope was that low cost postage would lead to world·wide peace and brotherhood.

<
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Illustrated Envelopes Temperance Movement

The temper-mce movement pned momentum In the middle or me 19th century using the
rmils \Q promOle their CJll$e. The mO'l"eIIJent ..'i$ \'t1'J' strong in N~ England lnd 1 number or

satel passed tem~nce b ..'S rllrlllddIo8 drmkmg.

""'" tSs: 00'I'tI' f...... Bostce. 10 !iolIth D>nwr< /oIA. __~ b'"~
taw In 1lI5' bo",,,,.& IIoolooI """'"""J'l-L•

Western Tem r~nce

C<w<, [,OIl' San Frandoco to S>cr:Im,n,o CA, I'"bh.hrd by B:ub2n & s.J..~.
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Illustrated Envelop"', --'-P~o,st"aCI~R"'OfoO'~mcac"cd,-,'o"e"crte'o;"cm""',,,"'

Postal11.t'form

Un"""",,d ""'c~ [rom New Y",k City 1<> Mrdih.l Ohin, Sl:Imp. l""';""" 1\01.,. I"r' t!l~ ciKUh" , ..~,
BomaNl g.:".. m,,"""tl'd~...d... ""'" f", d"'"r l"la"d ."d <xc." 1"'S!.all<. H< fomlrd tbe New Yo,k (;""'p

P""t1~ ....."ei..''''' '" tid) pubUshed Ihis <Ilvelop<.

:---

~

cP. .P/a/-9' J-,

0'
-.<(j~

a:::/.- ••

Entertainment

eo.." frum (~k'll,l>Iw,lh NY to \lo$Ion MA, S~p 'l'P' I
Spoldin~ &.~ ....,., ""rty ><bpt<Y< r>fll>l"a n,l~ t<> 10"'" tbo.'ir ,1_ [roc, _'n to lOW" Thoy

<'nlplo)'rd 3<11',,1:11'>10 "I.. "" ,""" n,lf<>l<1 '"'" 1<> deal ...ilh tbe laclt of SW>dard•.
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Illustrated Envelopes Mysticism and Religion

Mysticism

,..

AuguSll8S2 cover from Boston to Thompson Stalion NY. The spiritual world with Masonic triangle imprint.

Christian Socialism

(

/..,

(; ;I' >r.'. ~ <

f::.-_[, ~

~ .• /~.,iJ0', /). .

•

Cover from Milford MA 10 Westminster MA. The Hopedale Community in Milford had Christian
and Socialist ideologies.
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Illustrated Envelopes Valentines Day -the 'Postal Holiday'

Valentine cover from MaCOD
to Milledgeville GA. Envek>pe

printed in gold ink. Green
postm:lTk.

Cover from Mast Yard NH 10 Newburyport MA. Manuscript Mast Yard postmark. Stamps type IV.
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Illustrated Envelopes Presidential Campaigns

Campaign of 1852

Democrats Franklin Pierce and William King, with 86% of the electoral vote, defeated Whigs
Winfield Scott and William Graham and Free Soil candidates John Hale and George Washington

Julian. The Union, Native Amencan and Southern Rights parties also had candidates. In this
election slavery played a back seat to the vidous personal attacks on the candidates.

.
OnA RLOTT !1\

September 1852 cow:r from Olivet MI to Charlotte SC. Printed illUSlr.ltions, including three on the back.
allached as a collage. Handwritten anti·Pierce comments.

Reverse 75% actual size
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Illustrated Envelopes Presidential Campaigns

Campaign of 1856
Democrat's Buchanan and Breckinridge. with 60% of the electoral vote, defeated Republican's Fremont and

Dayton and American Party's (Know Nothing) Fillmore and Donelson. This election, in the midst of the
Kansas violence and great divisions over slavery, was won by Buchanan without carrying the popular vote

and featured the emergence of the Republican party.

DemocT31

Cover from Fall River
MA to Providence RI.

"The Union It Must
Be Preserved~ design.

American or Know Nothing

Cover from Hartford 10
Norwalk cr. Stamp type IV

paying circular rate.

,
••,
).
;'

,

Republican
September 1856
cO\'er with enclosed
letter from Boston
MA 10 North Conway
NH. Portrait of
Fillmore.
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October 1856 cover from
Amherst MA 10 New
Haven CT.
Latin under portrait
translates as 'freedom
conquers'.

Cover from Exeter NH
to Middleborough MA.
Fremont fighting Indians
depicting Fremont's
western exploits.

Franklin Pierce democrats
in New Hampshire had
antipathy for Fremont

7 1.1

/-'0. k );;~.
~--a.&~~

Hand illustrated cover from West
Stockbridge to Bridgewater MA.

The illustration tells the highlights
ofJohn Fremont's life. The address

is worked into the graphics on the
left side ofthe em-elope.

Fremont's head 'eliminated'

III Ustrated Enve I0p,;;;e;:.s .....:P:..;r,;;;e::.s':.:;'d:::e:.;n.::ti::aI:..;C::a:.:.m~pa:::i~g:.:.:::n5

Campaign of 1856
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Illustrated Envelop.:;;e;:.s ....:.H,;,:a:;.n;,:d;.;D::.:.,:'a:.:.w:.:;n

Occasionally individuals would use envelopes to create unique folk art.

Cover from West Cambridge MA to New York City. Hand·drawn illustration o(Washington driving a horse
and wagon with Franklin in the back thwnbing his nose al a dog.

Hand painted cover to Cross Creek PA.

•
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Illustrated Envelopes Hand Drawn

Spencerian Script and Hand Drawn I1lustration

This sCript style was used in the United States from the r8so's. It was developed by Platt Rogers
Spencer to be written both quickly and legibly for business correspondence and personal writing. It was

in use until the typewriter eliminated the need in business communications.

Both of these letters were addressed and illustrated by Spencer.

~1-1 II i;· .. z" UIlt'O'l..flfl
/

September 1853 cover from Buffalo NY to Hiram OH.
Hand drawn swan and scroll illustrated address panel.

/

..J

September 1854 cover from Geneva OH to Buffalo NY.
Hand drawn dove and scroU illustrated addless panel.
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IIIuslraled Enve Iop..:e.:.s --'C:.;a:.:1i:.:fo:.:r.:.n:.:ia:.,.:.I1:.:1U:.;S:.;I:.:ra:.;l.:.ed:.,.:.M--,in.:.in:.:g,,--,C:.;o..:v..:e...:rs

To those who traveled to California in search of gold. mail was extremely important
Entrepreneurs supplied illustrated mining envelopes showing scenes from daily life.

Population numbers are for envelopes bearing stamps.

Cover from San Francisco
CA to North Scituate RI.

Double weight letter
underpaid. 'DUE 10'

applied in San Francisco.

IUuslIation on reverse
shown below. The

manufacturer, F. C.
M. Fenn was the

only producer using
illustrations on the back.

Ont- o[t .... o ft'Clln.ll.J

• •

,

-----.._.._--

40% actual size

Cover hand carried by
·Politeness of I. G. French~
to New York where the letter
entered the mail and was
delivered to Providence RI.

The California Eureka
Escutcheon design.

OUt' orlhret'" rt>cordl"t!

)•

,

~
.-, ~

,/: ,

/ a, / / /
.J

/

/J•
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Illustrated Envelopes California Illustrated Mining Covers

Cover from
Georgetown to San
Francisco CA.

Georgetown wu an
important mining
center in 1850
sometim6 called
Growlersburg.

Design ofWm. T.
Gibbs.

Only recorded
example.

Cover from San
Fnncisco to
Hartland VT.

From an Anthony
and Baker dnowing.

One ofthree
recorded.

/

t

Designaf]. M.
Hutchings.

Oneoffour
recorded.

Cover from
Weaverville CA to

BostOD MA.
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Illustrated Envelopes Advertising Corner Cards
As businesses moved to envelopes and to paying the postage themselves, they found putting

their own marketing material on the envelopes was an effective way to advertise.
Barnum's Museum

Cover from Philadelphia
PA to London England.

•

New York City drop letter.
Type IV stamp.
Addressed 10 Asher Our-md,
engraver of the first United
States stamp and member of
the Hudson River School of
painting.

Prosthetics

Sbmp printely rouletted.

Only recorded roulette
from Petersburg.

Cover from Petersburg VA
to Henderson NC.

~=============-:.I,
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Illustrated Envelopes

Window coverings

Hotel

Advertising Corner Cards

,.
:of;; ;

~ ~J

g~::¥24U
~~

Cover from Charleston SC 10 New York City.

March t854 cover from Clarksville TN to Hopkinsville KY. Washington Hotel cameo comer card.
Left stl.mp is triple tnnsfer, one im'erted.

Positions 9t'93ut.
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Iron works

Cover from Detroit 10

Hudson MI.

•
!,
•

"'1';""
~--..~'-

Q",u'.

( .' ~~'I' ,

)iii· ,- ,
j ,
j ,,,

Iron worits
Cover from New
York City to Fall

River MA.
Boyd's City Express
carried the letter to

the mails.

Chicago IL to Buffalo NY.
Southern Michigan

and Northern Indiana
Railroad design.

Steamboat office

I Advertising Corner CardsIllustrated Enve op~e~s ..:..:::.:..:==e....:===~
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Section Six: International Mail to Canada

I
During this period international commerce continue to grow, and mail volume and routes increased.

Effective 6 April 1851 letters could be sent to or from Canada either paid through or unpaid. Partial
payment was not permitted. During this period circulars were still paid 'to the lines',

February 18$1 cover
from Fishersville NH
10 Port Hope Canada.
Ogdensburgh tr2J1sit

marking and Port Hope
receiving m;;uk on hack.

•

,

December 1851 cover from
Rochester NY to Quebec
Canada. Strip of five and a
p2ir of t cenl stamps and a 3
cent stamp orange brown type
II pay the 10 cenl rate
Blue ribbon style'U State5'
cross.oorder marking and red
Montreal circular dalest.amp.
One cent stamps positions 4~'
47RJE and positions 4hlZR1 .

June 1856 cover from
Columbus OH 10
Toronto Canada. Faint
red 'UDSTATES./
PAIDf6d'exchange
marking. Toronto
receiving mark on back.

•
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International Mail t

Matching Bisects Cuba - New York - Quebec

The 12 cent diagonal bisects are both from the same stamp and the two strips of four of the I cent
stamp originally from a block ofeight Both folded address sheets dated August 1851 from New

York to Quebec Canada. These letters originated in Cuba and were privately carried to New York
where the stamps were applied. One cent stamps positions 43"46 and 53-S6R1E

Earliest recorded use of a 12 cent bisect and very early use of 12 cent stamp.

,

'- --
~n'V~~? d'~

~U~"''-,

d:;;t~ ?a1A-'uu,

~a/...
• t: tr,~

IQ5,
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International Mail

Paid to the Border Printed Matter Rate

The April 1851 Postal treaty with Canada specified that printed matter could only be paid to the
lines. The recipient was required to pay postage due for delivery in Canada, I d.

D
.

/~~eL~
/?~~
C1!:h~~ ?':~ 4"

September 1854 folded unsealed circular from New York City to Brantford, Canada WesL Type IV stamp
pays the postage to the boarder. '10 ' marking applied in Canada represents the postage due on receipL

~ 0~ ~C::0L

aI?-c~~
o ./'V'

February 1856 folded unsealed circular from Buffalo NY to 51. Catharine Canada West The I c~t stamp paid
postage to the boarder. Wlrile there is no indication of postage due. I d. was mosllikely collected.
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International Mail To Maritime Provinces

New Brunswick

The through rate from the United States to Canada was extended to include the Maritime Provinces in
July 1851. This provided the same 10 cent rate from the United States and I; cents from the West Coast

November 1852. folded address sheet from New York City to StJohn New Brunswick.
One cent stamp position 16RiE. Bisect accepted to make up the 10 cent rate.

15 Cent West Coast Rate

.1>•

Cover from San Francisco CA to Fredericton New Bnmswid:: by the I2nd roule. Stamps paying the 15 cent
rate from the West Coast. Red 'UNITED/STATES' in oval exchange office marking applied in Boston.
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International Mail To Maritime Provinces

Prince Edwards Island and Nova Scotia

Febn...ry 1859 folded i1ddress
sheet from Boston MA to

Halifax Nova Scotia. The letter
traveled by the sea route on
the Cun4lrd packet Americ...

The stamp paid the 5 cents for
the sea roule. S pence packet

postage due at Halifax.

f~::ap

~~~,4:
1

~~ay
vf/

September 18S7 cover
from West C..mbridge MA
to Prince Edward Island.
Carried by the IClnd route
via 51. John New Brunswick.
Faint red 'U STATES'
marking. On back Calis ME
exchange marking, Prince
Edwilrd Island i1nd New
Brunswick transit markings.

(

November 1855 cover from
Pittsburgh PA to Sherbourne
Nova Scolill. The letter most likely
traveled by land from Boston
to Robbinston where it was
txchanged at St. Andrews and then
overland to St. John and on to
Yilnnouth i1nd Shelbourne.
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International Mail from Canada

Improperly Paid Using United States Stamps
During this period letters could be sent fully prepaid from Canada or unpaid. United States stamps

were not permitted on letters originating in Canada. Sometimes they were accepted however.

January 1857 CO\'ef from London OnUria Canada 10 Buffalo NY. Block of four 3cent stlmps overpaying
the 10 cenl rate. In violation of regulalions the stamps on this letter were accepted by both the Canadian

and United Stl.tes post offices.

Stamps not accepted

1856 cover from Dundas Canada to New York City. Canada did not recognize the United States st3mp and
did not accept Lhe Canadian stamp for partial payment. '60' in circle applied in Dundas. The Canadian

exchange office applied the 'CANADA 10 Cts' handstamp in black indicating 10 cents due. Position 92Rl
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International Mail to Mexico

via American Packet Direct

November 1856 folded address sheet: to Vera Cruz.. The lener was carried on the Calbourn
leaving New Orleans on 1 November.

,'";;'

.'

-nU' 1/t/&d.Jctc~
•..,.:.-.L......(f ""fi , . f (--

fry.? d4 .J L":"110 :.

r

May 1853 cover front from Charleston SC to Vera Cruz Mexico. Arrived Vera Cruz 4 June on packet Texas.
'VERA CRUZ/JUNIO 4' handstamp. 6 reall's due on delivery. The stamps pay the :u: packet rail'.
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International Mail

6x American Packet Rate to Mexico

"

to Mexico

via American Packet Direct

L:;;;;;;;;;=============~.
May 1856 folded address sheet from New Orleans lA to Vera Cruz Mexko. Stamps all type III. 9 reales due on delivery.

Positions 6S-70R.

L:;;;;;;;;;=;;;;;;;;;;;;~~=;;;;;;;;;;;;==;;;;;;;;;;;=;;;;;;;;;;;;;;=--=-==;;;;;i,I.
June 1856 folded letter from New Orleans to Vera Cruz Mexico. Left margin strip with

interpane line. 12 reales collected on delivery. Positions 71-7SR
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International Mail

•

,
'»-

<
Mar 1852 folded address sheet to Havanil Cuba ilnd then forwilrded to Matanzils. The Jetter traveled to Havana

on the American Packet Empire City. 'NA' applied in Havana indicating incoming mail /Tom North America.
Blue '2' applied on arrival and then, when forwarded, <II blue 'F' was applied .. nd a 'I' on top of the '2'.

~--,
,// ;-...:..--

-/ /%;;/~~
c~-<cy.~·~ /£0

~~?y~~-'

March 1856 folded address sheet. letter carried privately from liverpool England to New York In New York the
letter entered the mail and was sent to Havana. 'NA' applied in Havana indicating incoming mail from North

America. 'I' real due on delivery.

to Cuba
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International Mail to Chile

via American and British Packets

Cover from New Bedford MA to Talcahuano Chile. Stamps pay the 48 cent rale. The letter traveled on an
American packet from New York to Chagres Panama and then crossed the Isthmus 10 Panama City, where it was
placed on a British piCket to Takahuano. Two strikes of red '24' credit to Enghmd, crossed out and re-rated 2S.

The letter is addressed to the captain of the sailing ship Bark John A. Parker that left New Bedford in Oct 1852,
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International Mail to England

24 Cent Treaty Rate

BntlSh Packet Double Rilte

•

,
,,?Lu_ .. 1.'

~.....

a"........J~

£,~,

.n-
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International Mail to England

24 Cent Treaty Rate

c../-----

January 1853 folded address sheet
from San Francisco CA to Chipping
Norton England. The stamps pay
the 29 cent rate from the Pacific
Coast to England (24 cellt rate plus
5cenl West Coast surcharge). 3
cents credit to England for transit
by an American packet

Left San Fr.mcisco 15 Jaowry
185] on the Golden Gale arriving
Panama City 28 January. Crossed
the Isthmus of Panama and
departedCh~ 3 Fwruary on the
Uncle Sam 10 NeoN York. Departed
New York City 19 February on
Collins line ship Atlantic, arriving
in liverpool 2 Mar and in Chipping
Norton on 3 March.

The San Francisco 'PAID 6' town
cancel was used from I December
1852 until I December 1854.
Birmingham lransil and Chipping
Norton receiving marks on reverse.

,
•

• •

{t I ."

h
//(

5 cent West Coast surcharge

Partial payment not accepted

I

,

/' -- .
.....' - -" ./'
J 4. 'I. '7

August. 1851 folded letter from Philadelphia PA to Stanford Hill England. The letter traveled
on the American packet Baltic leaving New York 30 August and arriving in Liverpool on 10

September. and in London II September.
Partial payment was not pennitted and the letter was marked in Philadelphi,a with a blue '14'
indicating 2.4 cents due. New York applia:! a faint blade '21' on a slant indiC2ling 2t cent credit

due the United Stales. In England a manusoipll shilling marking was added showing the
amount due from recipient Stamp is otange brown.
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International Mail to France

British Open Mail via British Packet

/{Qc
, ~~
\~)'- "

J,!'.

July 18S6 f~lo:Ic,) add,e" .1>.."1 ['OOl N"",l""" RI to Pai. Fron". l"ying tho! , "0' 0l"n m,;t ...,~_ Th~
~.,. ...Ii N<ow YOT\: C,ty 00 Hnh,h Packet Af'i"" .mi"ir'l! in Lj,,,,pool \ lIu~us~ 'MID l' <losoe<! OU' in

10WJl po<tm:rrk ,n~ 'PAIIl/5' in melr w.. appll<'d. F"'n<h lual<d •• daubl.....ight .6 d.cir_ du<:.

Vertic.1 pai' position' SJ .nd 93U'. v.nlc,1 .lrtp of d,,~ po<lHon, 7', 8" 9'1." .11 with ilM!~ ,,,,,..f...
• nd position 9,lt' "'ith • third mn.r...

from Mexico via New Ork;lns

N"",-~"be, ,~,6 folJed >d~, <hN'l origin:mng in V,,,, en" M",,,:,, '0 Hotd••ux h.ne< II>WUlllt
the tlnited Swe<. From V.... Cr"z .,;, p:>ck.. '" N~o,lr.n, .nd New York.

TIl< "-'tie, lett l'ic'W Yo,k ~6 Nc>c"mbe' On Cutl.al'l pock.. europa ,rriving in Uvorpool 8 L)..,,.mllf'r.
,~cu,1 =<!it I" FlO""", TIle k'\lOf ".... ,,,,,,,ived in Bord••", " D«:<rnoo. IJ rl«im ... ~'"

On bock E. J 1'0«,,1 N""" O'...'nd;,rwa,d<, h.nd....mp. v.", Cnu hanJ'llImp. umdon. Pari> .
llord.,,,,, "''''." rn.,kmg, :",d BOfJ..aux .,ri'o! mafkin~_

, R,,,,,,.,. 'Il "'iii""
.",j ,o.,,«1 90',
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International Mail to France

American Packet

Ibled II anti 10 it couL1 mak"~ lIo:I. bon either Amerte>n F.tke!: II omt BntI$h~ t.bn by ColIi~ Unr 01 m" ~c
cmlOirm line 10 H.lrw..lo this cue !he Ilea shlp"'as Ihe~lJD~.

~llln'*ltd
ad<h.. oIlati 6am Now
on.- lA 10 10"'0:4

F.-:e 00p:Irt00<l Now
y""k 17 Nooo,,*,,",

"" ItJoroo pork..
AnF I'-

• o-mbrr and
-......D.umbo.., ....._

,.",.~,

".
Ibted for locenl dI= m.:I~ 10 H3....." 001100 bte for~ maDlllly l»:It.nd ,,-as upgnded to 1t (ell! BnlJ$h O;>m lohi! on
.he' CoUins Une.. The post offitt cou~~~ held the lette••tll'>O!ll 0 month for !he lIaI H.lv~ line boool on q November.

Oooiln ,So;s "*k:d
~""",t&ora s"...
Odeo... U. IQ ...
f~.l~for~

O<labor H.Iot'O u... <hip
S- Lo.io buo._
l:a~ yo.-t """ ""'"
&- Y<d"W1O..<l tb:
1"00 lATE' ""..J...mp
lIhIl ond lIJ Opa:
Mal"" lbo CaIIiDs
....,., lbip "llantk_
~ I. NaoIembe.
&..J Bar<lNUI "" '3
NoooImb<f_
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International Mail to France

British Open Mail via American Packet

This letter entered the mail in Vera Cruz Mexico and paid US postage from New
Orleans to Paris. The letter was then redirected back to the UK.

i

May 185] folded letter from
Philadelphia PA to Paris France.

Carried from New York on Collin's
ship Baltic to Liverpool and then
to Paris. Stamps pay the ZI cent
American packet rate to France.

July 1856 folded address sheet from
Vera Cmz Mexico to Paris France.
This letter traveled from Vera Cruz to
New Orleans where it entered the US
mail, then to New York City.
The letter was handled by forwarder
Uslar, Heymel & Co. in Vera Cruz
and E. J. Forstall in New Orleans. In
the upper left a manuscript in French
'by \\'2y of tile United States' partially
CO\'ered by the I cent stamp.

On 2. August it left New York on
the AmeriCilIl p3det Ericsson 10
Liverpool arriving 18 August From
Liverpool to London and then to Paris
via Calais. Stamps pay the 21 cent rate
to France.
Arriving in Paris 21 August the Jetter
was then returned to London arriving
on 22 AugUS118s6.

The 'BRITISH/FOREIGN' marking
applied In London when redirected
bad indicates postage due from
recipient 4d for British postage from
Fl'3nce and IS/4d due for Foreign
postage. This is IS/&J total due as
marked in black ink on back-flap.

..
j

•
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International Mail

Three Month Period

to France

British Open Mail via British Packet

Between I January and 31 March 1857 the new French and British postal convention was in effect
but the first postal convention between France and the United States was not in effect During

this period the British used a new accountancy hand stamp that reflected the bulk letter rate.

@!D
~

!S •.S

March 1857 folded address
sheet from New Orleans
LA to Bordeaux France.
The letter left Boston on
the Cunard ship Europa
on 8 April arriving in
Liverpool on 20 April.
From Uverpoollo London
by rail and then to Paris via
Calais. The letter arrived ill
Bordeaux 23 April.
8 decimes due for under 7-5
grams.

This letter is the latest
recorded use of the
'G BIII F6o( marking during
l.he three month pericxl.

March 1857 folded address
sheet from New Orleans LA

to Paris France. The letter left
Boston on the Cunard ship

America on 25 March arriving
in liverpool on 6 April. From

Liverpool to London by rail
and then to Paris via Calais.

In France rated over 7.5
grams and marked for 16

decimes due.
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International Mail to France under 1857 US-French Convention

The 1857 US-French Treaty. effective I April 1857. provided for a 15 cent single rate.

Double Rate via American Packet

••

~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~~~~=;;;;;~=.I ,
May 1857 co\'er from Rochester NY to Paris France. Endorsed al upper right by Congressman Ste\'en Andrews.
The letter left ew York City 9 May arriving in uverpool 22 May on American packet Ericsson of the Collins

line. 1lte letter :mi\'ed in Paris 21 May.

Single Rate via British Packet

-

~,.gM~<~
9t32//rkG"'UTHER'N&C~

UW QRI E"'~~

June 1857 folded letter from New Orleans LA to Brest France.
Left ew YorkS July on Cunard packet Persia to Uverpool I7 July and Bresl 21 July.

12 cent credit to France.
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International Mail to German States

Hamburg and Brandenburg

..
~

Portion of re\'erse ;0% reduced

April 18S5 cover to Hamburg.
Privately urried from San

Francisco on the Sierra Nevada to
Panama and the Star of the West to

New York.

Wells Fargo delivered the cover
unpaid 10 the New York post office
where it left on -4 April on Collins

line ship Atlantic. The letter arrived
18 April in liverpool, 20 April

in Aachen .md Hilmburgon 21

April. Oval ST,PA is the city post
dat6ti1mp of Hamburg.

I] silbergroschen is Prussian debt
to Hamburg. 18 schillinge due. 2]

cents credit to the US.

-
via Prussian Closed Mail

f
f...

~

..h; ~ ~; .< <J, ~~
•..

..... Bo• ••

I
,

?JI ,
" '

Double rate via British Open Mail

rFri;===~~:=l~;~~~~~;~~~~iiii~iiii~~~;;~~ June
18

5
6

cover from KnoxvilleTN to Berlin Prussia. The letter
... left New York 28 June on Harve
I Line ship Argo arriving in

Southampton 10 July.

Stamps paid the 2X 21 cent
British Open Mail rate to
london. Other charges on
re<eipt.

london applied the 'U.S.PI""
and on back Aachen applied
'SEEBRIEF PER ENGLAND
UNDAACHEN' double cirde
hands-tamp.

•
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International Mail to German States

•

Bavaria and Frankfurt

•

June 18S61etter from New Haven
CT to Munich Germany paying
double the 30 cent Prussian dosed
milil rilte. Dep;,uted New-York 11

June on Cunard packet Africa to
Liverpool 13 June. 14 cent credit to
Prussiil.

Strip of three and single stilmp ilre
type III. Pair combination type III
and IV.

• •

,

From New Mexico 1i!e!rr!it!o!!~~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~~~~

June 189: folded addr~s she~ from S;lnlil
Fe New Mexico Territory to Munich Bavaria.

Santa Fe balloon town postmark. St.lImps
pay double the 30 cent Prussia" Closed

M;lil ...tt. The letter left New York)O June
on Cunard packet Europa. New York transit

milrk showing '4 cent credit 10 Prussia.
'AACHEN (datel/FRANCO' mark indicating

the dosed m;i1 bag was opened on the train
from Belgium (AACHEN exchange office) and

accepted as fully paid.

March 18S5 letter from Cincinnati
OH to Frankfurt Germany paying
the 30 cent Prussian Oosed mail

rate. On British Packet Africa
from Boston to Liverpool arriving
7 April. Red '7' credit to Prussia.

Closed Milil bag exchanged at
Oslende Belgium arriving in

Aachen on 10 April. 'FRANCO'
marking applied in Aachen

indicating fully paid.
Boston British Packet marking,
AACHEN transit and Frankfurt

arrival markings on the back.

Double Rate
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International Mail

Belgium

I
/.

J I
I I·~I' \,

to Belgium and Holland

via British Open Mail

I

~~~~~~~~~e
October ,856 folded letter under one-quarter ounce from New Orleans LA to Antwerp Belgium. From New York traveled on

Cunard steamer Africa leaving lS October and arriving in Liverpool 27 October.

Manuscript, shilling mark for amount due to UK from Belgium. Boxed accounting handstamp ofOstend shows British debt,
conversion of British debt to decimes and internal postage. The second two lines is the postage due rewritten as 114' decimes.

Holland

?

C"-~-7-~-/"?

I
~~/~~f ~t~~'ek<

A! -;

-~I

'- ~.e:/6.ed£V77z/

February 1857 folded address sheet from New Orleans LA to Amsterdam Holland. Sailed on Cunard Asia leaving New York on
4 March arriving in Liverpool March 16. Sender had directed the letter sail from Boston on the Europa. 1 shilling due Britian.

80 cents due on delivery. Amsterdam receiving backstamp. Only recorded cover to Holland with 5 cent stamp.
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International Mail to Switzerland

via British Open Mail

Q4.

v
V!Ii '.

July 1856 co\"er from BaresviUe
OH to Kisen Switzerland. Left New
York City 9 July on lM Cunard
packet Asia to Uverpool 22 July.
The letter was exchanged at Calais
on 23 July and sent 10 Switzerland.

,

7

,

March 1856 co\"er from New
H2\"en cr to Schaffhausen
S....itzerland. Left New York. on
Cunard packet Asia 5 March to
1i\'~1 on 18 March. large
'u' credit to Prussia. The mail
bag 'IlI.'ent through Belgium
arriving 19 March in Aachen
Prussia where it was opened
and the letter ....'as marked with
the 'Aachen d m/Franco' boxed
datestarnp.
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International Mail to Austria

via Prussian Closed Mail

CO\'er from New Orleans
to Bodenbach Austria by
Prussian Closed Mail. Faint
New York Exchange Office
marking.

Stamps pay the 30 cenl
rate which prepaid postage
to Bodenbach. 'FRANCO'
marking indicating fully paid.

Bodenbach receiving mark
tying stamps.

December 1856 cover from
AlbOlny NY to Griltz Austria

via Prussian Closed Mail.

The letter WilS sent from New
York to Boston i1nd then to

liverpool via Cunard steamer
CanOllda arriving 13 Jilnuiuy.

Stamps positions 64·66L

~
~

--- RK~t top I,~ and OVl'r both 'X's
...--...... Rec~llOp label __ Rl!I':ul bottom label
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International Mail to Greece and Sweden

via Prussian Closed Mail
Greece

a==#...i=~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~=--~,
NO\'ember 1854 letter to Athens Greece. Manuscript 'Prussian Closed Mail'. The stamps paid the -42 cent

rate to Athens via Prussian Closed Mail. From New York II November on American packet Pacific [jn~rpool

22 November. The dosed mail bag was opened on the t:ra.in from Belgium on 23 November. 'FRANCO'
marking indiates postage was fully paid. Trieste transit and }1 NO\"ember Athens arrival mark on back.

Sweden

,
~///,t:?2.f/?'/.7/.>4/A/ a/~

~!Jf.__y~~4~

(0 bO/~<-/.-,...~

No·...ember 1853 folded letter from Charleston SC to Stockhohn Sv.'eden. From New York on Cunard
steamer Asia :1 November to liverpoollJ November. Aachen marked in blue ink IJ 3/4 sgr. Prussian

debit to Hamburg. The letter W<IS exchanged in Hamburg on 16 November. Black manuscript t

riksdaler 8 skilling banco due on delivery. The blue manuscript in the !O\lIer center is 18 3/4 sgr. debit
to Sweden. I cent pair type IV positions 95. 96L1l and three cent dull red type II.

On reverse 'Per Ste~rnship J~mes Badger between
New York and Ch~rle§lon'
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International Mail to Italian States

British Open Mail via British Packet

,
~f ._.

November 1856 cover from New
Orleans LA to Intra. From New

York City 17 November on Baltic
to Liverpool arriving 30 July. From

london exchanged at Calais
ilnd trilveted to Paris, through

Switzerland to Intr.l iiITiving 6 Dec.
I] decimes due.

Stamp pays the 5 cent rate via British
Open Mail by British Packet.

"I

h
~

~,,~e-
O/~._-

, ..

April 1855 folded letter
from New Orleans LA to
Turin Sardinia. Cunard
Africa From Boston on
(unilfd Africa 9 May to
liverpool 20 May.

Strip offive stamps
pays the 5cent British
open mail rate by British
packet.

Positions from column 5,
rows 1-5 Ri l .

~=~~=~====;;;;;!J.
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International Mail

February 1856 folded letter from New York to
Rome Italy. 2.4 cent postage overpaid the 21 cent

I<Ite. From New-York 20 February on American
packet Wuhington 10 SouthOilmpton 10 Miilf. The
letter was exchanged at (idais and ~nt by train
to P..ris. From Paris the letter traveled overland

and by boat to Rome.

'VIA DI MARE' marking signifies routing by sea
to the harbor of Civitaecchia. From the harbor
the letter traveled by train to Rome. Calais imd
Paris transit marks and Rome receiving milrk.

Manuscript ')8' bajocchi due.

to Italian States

British Open Mail via American Packet

Papal States

•

~~=====~=.I.

1b-~~=======-====oJJ.
September 18S5 cover from Chicago 10 Siilrdinia Departed New York '9 September on American Packet Atlantic, arriving in
liverpool 30 September. Strip of seven stamps pays the 21 cent British Open Mail rate by American packet. French entry

marking in blaclc reRecting letter ITom the United States by American packet. Itatiiln tri-nsit and receiving milrkings on back.
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International Mail to China

via British Open Mail

August 1856 cover from Trenton NJ to Hong Kong China. From Trenton the letter went to New York City
23 August on American packet Argo to Southampton 4 September. 21 cenl Open Mail rate by American

packet 10 Great Britain. Remaining postage of6 pence was 10 be coUected from the recipient
From Greal Britain the letter traveled on a series of Penisular and Oriental line steamers. First on

the Indus 10 Alex.mdri... Egypt arriving September 19. (h-erland to Suez and then on steamer Oriental
arriving '3 October OIl GaI~ Ceylon. TIle letter arrh-ro in Hong Kong on I December on steamer Norna.

Very faint red British transit and blad:: Hong Kong receiving backstamps on reverse.

Shanghai via British Packet

i

December 1858 cover from Greenfield MS 10 Shanghai China by British Mail via Southampton. Sailed from
New York 2] December on Cunard steamer Europa 10 Uverpool4 January. Southampton 10 Alexandria. then
overland 10 Suez and by ship to Ceylon and Hong Kong. Stamps pay the 33 cent prepaid British mail nte to

China other than Hong Kong. 28 cent credit to the UK.
3 cent stlmp perfonted. 10 cent pair positions 21-21L, type' III, and the single 6Sl. type IV.
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International Mail

Belgium

I

,

,/

'.

,

Circular Rates to Europe

October 1852 circular from
Charleston SC to Ghent
Belgium. From New York
steamer Africa to England ilnd
Ihen to Ostende via Open Mail.

The 4 cent n~paper rOile
applied unlil April 1853_ ','
applied in EngliJnd (Of 1 pence
or '2. cenls due Englilnd. 's
d«irnes due from recipient. The
postal accounting re~ngular

box ilpplied in Ostend was not
used.

There <Ire fewer than five
recorded examples of thiS rate
to Bf'lglum.

Bavaria

January 1857 circular from
Mobile Al to Augsbourg

Bavaria. FlOInked to go by the
6 cent Prussian Closed Mail
rale, it WiIS sent via England

and France.

English acc;ounl,mcy marlc
'CB'2. PK' indicating '2 /lanes

per kilo due England This
marking was used for three

months in 18S7-
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Section Seven: Prolog Post Office Adopts Perforations

D The first release of officially perforated stamps occurred 27 February 1857. Only the three cent stamp
was released at this point until early June 1857- The one cent stamp was introduced in the summer of

1857. Following 10 June all stamps were perforated.

Government
experimental
perfora tions

Earliest recorded use of a government perforated United States Stamp
One of three recorded covers used on 28 February I8S7.

-~......~~~~... ,28 February IS;] cover from Philadelphia to Pughtown PA.
Stamp paleo claret type I position 3SR7.

Positions 86. 96L2,l rouletted 7
II;}. horizontally and perfor.l.led
15-16 \'erticallyand horizontally.

Manuscript cross hatching.
Origffi,j gum.

?

. ,

, ,

(

/

/

Earliest recorded use of any I cent government perforated stamp

•

•

- --:a..-
,

,

July 1857 catalog from Castleton to Johnson VI. Catalogue of the Faculty and Students of Castleton Medical College.
Stamp type II from plate 2. Castleton postmark 'JUL 25'_
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Demonetized Uses Stamps Not Acce~

With the outbreak of the Civil War there were supplies of United States stamps in the Confederate States.
To prevent these stamps from being used or sold they were demonetized by the Postmaster General in

August 1861. Each postmaster implemented the demonetization as the new stamps were available.

Only recorded cover bearing an 18;I-I8;6 issue stamp and 'OLD STAMPS/NOT RECOGNIZED' marking.

Due

November 1863 cover from Philadelphia PA to Phipsburg ME. Stamp position :17LI~.

The stamp is tied with a Phibdelphi<l duplex postmark with ten blade grid. The 'OLD SIAM PS/NOT
RECOGNIZED' and 'DUE/6' were applied in Philadelphia. Philadelphia received the newly designed stamps

19 August 1861 and a few days laler would no longer accept the issues Ofl8S1 and 1857.
Six cents WdS due because as of I July 1863 a penalty of double the required postage went into effect for letters

not properly paid: three cent for postage and three cents for penalty. The penalty lasted untilt May 1865.

/,

~1,- "
\\.~ "t\~\\\\.\-v<.tA~k. ,

1~C'1 4(,1' U,~\
Co\-er from Cambridge to Lowell MA. Three cent St2IDp not accepted. t......o cent St2IDp added.and

'due I' indicating one cent due from recipienL Mailed after the penalty period ended.
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