S. Epilogue After Era Use

The Money Order and Banking cancels use tapered off in the late 1940s. Generally unseen for a few
decades, The “M.O. & S.B.” cancels can be found on more recent mail if the canceling device remained and
someone at the post office used it. Just as in earlier inconsistent practice lead to apparent multiplicity of uses
these recent findings of after era use fit in the broader picture of the diversity of these cancels in use.

From: Mullaittivu 1972
Name means:

Jasmine Island
a remote fishing village

From: Ratnapura 1965
Central Ceylon

From: Trincomalee To: Oradell, NJ USA January 16, 1966
Twenty three years after last recorded use of an “M.O. & S.B.” cancel,
this 4 Rp 80c Airmail envelope bears six strikes of Trincomalee “M.O. &
S.B.” marking. This unrecorded strike replaced the earlier Trincomalee
“M.O. & S.B.” last recorded use in 1943.



The Money Order & Savings Bank
Postmarks of Ceylon

Introduction Money Order & Savings Bank Postmarks of Ceylon

Abbreviated as “M.O. & S.B.”, “M.O. & S.Bk” and “M.0.C.”, the purpose of the Money Order cancels seems clear:
to be used on forms and mail related to the Ceylon postal money order business. In practice, the canceller appears to
have a multiplicity of use. This exhibit looks at the different cancels themselves, and shows the varied use of these
cancels. The exhibit explains how and why the cancels were used, and how that use changed over time. Presented
chronologically by reign, and ordered by use, these postmarks were used in Ceylon from the 1890s until the 1950s.

Historic Background

Ceylon postal Money Order service began on

the island in the 1890s, special cancellers were

made for some post offices, and were used

| sporadically. The cancels were generally found
| used from the smaller “village” post offices on

Exhibit Plan
1. Victorian Era Use 1-4
2. Edwardian Era 6-7
3.King George V.. 8-11
4. King George VI  12-15

B — R the island. The format of the cancels vary, and
5 Epilogie 16 Vm;"an ¢ KGVI Large Format their use was not uniform. Initially, the
Small Forma -
i o Victorian cancels use was more closely aligned
\ i :| Highlights with the money order function. From the

(=| 2 New Locations of Use ~ Edwardian era on, the postmarks were used on a
| 5 Only Recorded Uses wider variety of mail types.

4 Earliest Recorded Uses :

+9 Latest Recorded Uses  Exhibit

+2 Original Research Items [ndividual stamps accent the exhibit, showing

the different formats of the cancels themselves;

while main focus is the covers, showing the

variety of uses. The exhibit describes why those

different uses have occurred.

Format .

Marking information is bolded. Historic context is

| shown in Arial italic. Original research, unique item

| and Earliest, Latest and Only Recorded Uses are

| indicated with maroon underscoring. The exhibit
order is chronological by monarchial reign on each page
| headings at the right, then by use on the headings left.

Historical Background (tighten up xxx)

Ceylon has an extensive postal history because of its
important location along shipping routes, and its
successful trade of crops. Early mail was limited, but by
1890s, Ceylon found new wealth growing tea. The island
rapidly developed an extensive postal network, relied on
by growing businesses for inexpensive communications.

References:
Primary Source: Edward B. Proud, The Postal History of Ceylon,
2006, Proud-Bailey Co. Exhibit date references are from here.

Money Order Certificate: Cancel: Colombo M.O.C. David Horry, The Encyclopedia of Ceylon Postmarks. King
Y g George VI, 1937-1955. By marking. Ceylon Study Circle, 2010.
(Money Order Counter) from the Colombo GPO.




1. Victorian Era Sending a Postal Money Order

The opaque Ceylon Letter Card is found with the “M.O. & S.B” cancel for the reason that the sender could buy
a money order at the post office, a put money order inside. The card stock, space for a note, and secure sealing
worked well. These three Letter Cards each from different Ceylon towns were used to send Money Orders and
were postmarked with Ceylon Money Order & Savings Bank cancels. :

Map showing Ceylon, now Sri
Lanka, located just below India.

From: Trincomalee To: Colombo
November 30, 1895
Format: “M.O & S.B”
Letter Card with Money
Order of Rs. 173 to
" Careill

Company. Card backstamped Railway
Post Office December 2, 1895.

Scan from Inside:

“Herewith Money Order for Rs. 80/10”

From: Dickoya To: Colombo
Sepember 30, 1895

Format: “M.O & S. B”
Latest Recorded Use.

Scan of Inside: “To: Messrs Skrine &
Co. Herewith Money Order no 9944
Jor Rs 4/70 being value of the V.P.

parcel forwarded ...”

From: Bandarawela To: Colombo July 10, 1859
Format: “M.O & S. B” Postal receiving office over 160 miles from Colombo.
Earliest Recorded Use.




1. Victorian Era

Using Postal Banking Services

Post card correspondence informs us of early banking serviced used at the post office.

<From: Colombo Courts

3 - 80BN DO con) eéqzﬂezﬁ@wg O To: Savings Bank Branch
e General Post Office, Colombo
) October 18, 1895
Banking service correspondence.
(*"@ | “When I come to tomorrow
(‘g morning to the General Post
10 Office to make the withdrawal...”
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: T.M.0.—No, 1.

This Form is of no pecuniary value. It should be retained by the Remitter, and
should accompany any enquiry respecting the order to which it relates.

Certificate of Issue of a Money Order.

- To be used for {2

named below.*

1. Telegraph Money Orders (Inland and Foreign).
Ordinary Money Orders, payable in the Countries

No. of Order
Payable at

92

innoah

Amount .., .ii00eiv
Commission .

Telegraph Charge
Supplementary Fee (Forei

Orders only) ........

Notal. . iiis;

gn Telegraph

----------

il

4

Postmaster’s Signature ﬁ)

[ /6

* In the case of a remittance to any of the undermentioned places 16 Or
to the remitter for transmission to the payee.

The Order by mi

1s handed
ns of which

payment is made is issued in the country of destination.

Aden

- Austria, and its Agencies in
Turkey and the Levant
- Belgium

Bosnia and Herzegovina
British Central Africa
Bulgaria

- Chili

Congo Free State

Danish West Indies
Denmark (with Faroe Is.)
Dutch East Indies

Egypt

Finland

Formosa and Pescadores Is.

Germany (and German
Possessions and Agencies

Greece |abroad)
Holland (Netherlands)
Hungary

Iceland [not Ceylon)

India and its Agencies (but

Japan (and Japanese
Agencies in China & Korea)

Korea

Liberia

Luxemburg

Montenegro

Netherlands (Holland)
Norway

Portugal (with Madeira and
Roumania | Azores)
Salvador

Servia

Siam

Sweden

Switzerland

Tunis

Uruguay

G&S 2387 [8701] 500m 2/02v
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Post card reverse at 70%.

< Commonwealth Postal Form
for Money Orders:
B Telegraph Money Orders
¢  Ordinary Money Orders

Telegraph and Banking
A linked service offering.

[ONE RUPEE |
< (3

N

Kalatara

December 31, 1894
*M.O& S.B”on1Rp

bisected Telegraph. Ceylon locally made

Telegraphs with “M.O &
S.B”. The “Typeset Issues”
of Ceylon.




1. Victorian Era

Use & Types of Cancels

While the purpose of the Money Order cancels seems clear: to be used on forms and mail related to the postal
money order business. In practice, the canceller appears to have a multiplicity of use. The two cards shown are
ordinary mail, interestingly receiving this cancel. Why? It is likely the cancel was the Postmaster’s chop.

The cancels also differ in type, “Galle Money Order Office” and “Rakwana M.O. & S. Bk” and “M.O. & S.B.”
with and with periods.

s | Contrasting Cancels by Size
Sudaforesmsunsgnh Ao uEa8s Gm@gmm
Small Format
20 mm “Thimble”
‘ﬂh Z(/ W@gcu %/maa)—a,(
(ol B

From: Galle To: Panadura November 22, 1897 Medium Format
“Galle Money Order Office” 24 mm cds. A larger port city in Ceylon, e

Galle’s Money Order Office cancel is the only one of its kind.

Contrasting Cancels by Wording

N Money Order

Office

“M.O. & S.B.”
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From: Rakwana To: Pettah Market, Colombo June 19, 1903

“M.O & SB.K” marking. The K added to distinguish banking more
clearly as the abbreviation for the markings use. Only Recorded Use.




1. Victorian Era Domestic Correspondence

The Turning Point:

The Money Order cancel is
increasingly found at the end

of the Victorian era being

used on a variety of types
mail. This multiplicity of use
shown on three covers: all .
1898-1899, all domestic mail.

MNFrom: Avisawella To: Colombo
November 13, 1899

Two strikes of the “MO&S.BK”

postmarks on cover front from the

small town of Avisawella.

The change from “M.O &S.B” to
“M.O &S.BK” the “K” to distinguish
the abbreviation as Bank.

......................

A From: Bandarawela To: Colombo
July 10, 1899

Format: “M.O & S.B” and marked

“Balance P.O.” (purchase order)

From a village receiving office over

160 miles from Colombo.

From: Watawala To: Watawala January 16, 1898
Format: “M.O & S.B” At a 2 cent rate and ' cent for the envelope, the District
Letter could also securely mail a money order locally.



1. Victorian & Edwardian Eras p b,L;iur) Correspondence Use

Providing Needed Service:
The post office provided banking services to many towns in remote island locations.

From: Diyatalawa To: Holland October 22, 1904
Censored cover with three Diyatalawa “M.O & S.B” cancels & manuscript cancel.
Rate: 15 cent foreign letter.

The town of Diyatalawa served as an isolated POW camp in the Boer War.

Edwardian Cancel:
Double Ring Format

From: Balangoda To: South India May 2, 1902
Format: Double Ring “M.O & S.B” 2 cent rate wrapper rate extended to India.
Remote Balangoda, located 83 miles from Colombo.



2. Edwardian Era

_— —

Correspondence Use

The Edwardian Era brings in new cancel formats and uses of the cancelling devise on the mail.

The Postmaster’s Chop:
Postcard & letters did received the ,
“M.O & S.B” cancel. This ‘
happens when mail is presented at
the counter, and the customer
served by the postmaster.

Copyright: The Colombg Apothecaries Co. Ltd

oAl O UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE A
| gco;m%acu CEYLON (CEYLAN) ‘@@;
s POSTCARD L ooy

THIS SPACE MAY BE USED
. FOR COMMUNICATION.
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Edwardian Telegraph
Kankesantura July 26, 1909

From: Neboda To: Kent, England November 17, 1910
Format: Fleuron 25 mm “M.O & S.B” marking used on travel post card to
Kent, England. Rate: 6 cent foreign postcard. Card produced locally by
Colombo Apothecaries Co. Ltd., split back Universal Postal Union format.

pl\,e X/&[} | B‘M M e 2% Rate: 5 cent domestic letter.
% ” . - :

<From: Point Pedro To: Jaffna
November 6, 1912
Local missionary related mail.

From: Balapitiya To: Nuwara Eliya >
November 6, 1912

Local post card, correspondence to
local hotel. Rate: 2 cent domestic card.




3. King George V Registered Mail Service

A new use for the “M.O. & S.B.” cancels is found frequently starting in the KGV is on Registered Mail. Why?
This is a special service often completed in conjunction with money order services or by the postmaster.

-

Howroji rxustomji wadia nsq.

Nn0+10 Wode House road
Middle Colaba
F i B O MB A Y.

R i mpilintcl ocilliil o a

From: Kandy To: Bombay March 8, 1919
Format: “Kandy Saving Bank™ Missionary Registered letter, using war era issues. Rate: 21 cent:
6 cent extension rate to India and 15 cents Registered Fee.

Earliest Recorded Use. Predates Known Use by Five Years.

From: Cinnamon Gardens
To: England
January 14, 1919

Format: Four “M.O. & S.B.”
cancels with Cross Side fleurons.
Rate: 9 cent foreign letter to
England & 15 cents Registration.
Paid mixed franking with 1918
War Tax overprinted stamps.




3. King George V Registered Mail Service

Registered mail shown used with postal stationery envelope and merchant mail cover.

REGISTER|ED LETTER

THIS LETTER MUST|BE GIVEN TO AN OFFICER OF/Fit
PosT OFFICE TO BEJREGISTERED, AND A RECEIP
OBTAINED|FOR IT.

THE ADDRESS MUST|BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. "

I /r'a"

3 T |

i R. Crractesy, g
Cgﬂf\’/:uej)wtl’\.w'ax:,
[ anis,

UL, M. Mohicern,
!/y : /’(W : '.
@WC"’/ i‘é. :%ZA:‘; Ly : -

it Caal |

o -

%

|

| From: Cinnamon Gardens To: Paris, France June 9, 1919
| Format: Three “M.O. & S.B.” postmarks, note the smaller cross side flourisants,

| adjusted for spacing with longer city name.

} Rate: 30 cent: 15 cent foreign letter and 15 cents Registered fee.

Registration from Reverse

Format: Four “M.O. & S.B.” postmarks, canceling stamps & security on merchant mail.

From: Narammulla To: India November 26, 1926
Rate: 21 cent: 6 cent extension rate to India and 15 cents Registered fee.



3. King George V Commercial Mail Service

VY O PN
1£9C) P >

Two examples of Commercial
Mail receiving the “M.O. &
S.B.” cancels, examples of the
inconsistent use of the marking
evident in the George V era.

From: Vaddukoddai,
Northern Ceylon

To: Branford, Ct, USA
October 30, 1928

Wrapper from Jaffna College,
Vaddukoddai, northern Ceylon.
Redirected.

¥ Scan of Stamped Reverse:
Puttalam MO&SB

__d

NFrom: Puttalam To: Karaikudi, S. India July 17, 1926

From Ceylon, Commercial Mail Envelope and Letter, order for goods Rs 750.
Rate: 6 cent extension rate to India.




3. King George V Foreign Mail to India

Two examples of mail sent to India receiving the “M.O. & S.B.” cancels, examples of the inconsistent use of

N Punduloya
“M.O. & S.B.”
October 17, 1926.
Double Ring Format

From: Puttur To: Quilon, Southern India November 14, 1929
This postmark in use for twenty years, 1928 through 1948.
— . Strikes on Multiples of the 6 cent
extension rate to India.
<From: Neboda February 4, 1925
Three strikes on three color franking.

Galaha “MO & SB” 2>
Earliest Recorded Use.
No periods on abbreviations.

N Baddegama

“M.O. & S.B.”
Earliest Recorded Use
October 26, 1933.

From: Rakwana To: Kulivarai, Southern India March 25, 1932
Large Floursant format marking. Second format of “M.O. & S.B.” postmarks in Rakwana.
Rate: 6 cent extension rate to India. Earliest Recorded Use.




3. King George V Registered Mail Service

Supportmg the concept that the “M.0.&S.B.” marking may have been the smaller post office’s Postmaster’s chop
is given supporting evidence with this Yatiyantota receiving marking, below, which is used with the processing of
an unclaimed Registered letter.

GAMPOLA |

From: Gampola
To: Yatiyantota
September 22, 1937

Yatiyantota
“M.O.&S.B.”

as Receiving Mark
on October 9, 1937
15 days Unclaimed
Handstamped Retour.
Reclame Claimed.

Chenkaladi | Kotahena

August 15, 1935 | April 9, 1936

Marking without || Earliest Recorded Use
fleuron 2> :

._.__k

BY AIR MAIL

Scan of Reverse:

Jﬁe%/éona/ a//c, C’, | “M.O. & S.B.” at seal.

Marking with fleuron
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From: Grand Pass To: Glasgow, Scotland September 14, 1937
Registered letter with two Grand Pass MO&SB postmarks, and one on reverse.



Special Services, Money Orders

The post office continued to provide Money Orders, here are wartime examples of money order use & and a use of the

cancel as a datestamp for processing of mailbags, a sign off a Postmaster would make.

'

WWII Ceylon Airgraph, below:
“I have sent you a Airmail Money Order”

— Colombo, Ceylon 1945. 'C\WA@EL & N
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{A back room function: “Waybill for Mail” with “M.O. & S.B.”
S| Application of Postmaster’s chop on an outgoing mail bag.

W Scan of Reverse (at 45%)
Confirmation of mail bags
submitted.
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From: Havelock Town To: Naini Tal, India January 15, 1938

<“M.O. & S.B.” Havelock
Town postmarks. Rate:
paid: 20 cent foreign letter
& 25 cent Registration.
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CERTIFICATE OF ISSUE OF A MONEY ORDER. .

{To be used for British and Fore Money Orders (Ordinary and
3 Telegraphic) end Inlusn Talegraph Ordel(l.]

Offios ¥ Togus 1~

SUB-POST OFFICE

Telegraph Charges

‘pecu vams, It should be setained by ths femitter and
respecting th le

Money Order Forms

Inconsistent and inappropriate of the money order
cancels continues during the reign of KGVI. Here the
most logical forms to receive the money order
cancels do not have the “M.O. & S.B.” marking.

Post Office
Money Order Department Forms

¢ Certificate of Issue of a Money Order
¢ Money Order Tracking Form sent OHMS
Partial of reverse shown below, reduced.
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M Certificate of Issue of a Money Order . . e t ¥ MGV oM

from the a Colombo GPO sub post office, £

St. Anthony’s. December 3, 1945. i; c)\ Canq (’bu«.\r' %h\a‘w\g\«

A J- P. de Vos, '
In contrast: Domestic letter with “M.O. & S.B.” ccountant, Postg] D, ot Cdowe
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From: Haldummulla January 16, 1947 E Mm.o.B)c OLOMBO : ._;
Five strikes on front. Scan of strike on reverse. W BTG

&
~/ o
hige (r
f,.?: 1o A, th
3 Tk Wl
>t i ;
%:, 4}‘ »\();af
dne




4. King George VI Special Services

Registered O.H.M.S. sent post free and an
Airmail cover are two examples of mail sent
with “M.O. & S.B.” cancels from very
small towns, where they likely receiving
services from the postmaster, thus the
“M.O. & S.B.” postmarks.

<From: Atchuvely To: Batticaloa
August 31, 1946

Registered domestic letter with tracking strike

on front, and two “M.O. & S.B.” on reverse

at sealing lines. Sent OHMS, post free.

| ,g - 5
s 5y  ALExAND AR &A'D' V
. i _ -
ET ' AO/VDON'
' S /7
N From: Naula To: London
; August 14, 1947

Sent via Airmail, “M.O. & S.B.” marking
front, stamp and cancels on envelope

sealing lines. Franking 75 cent Airmail to
England on reverse, below.
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